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High as a elephant's eye by the Forth of July?

Once again local farmers are
casting a wary eye at the sky

wondering when meaningful rain
may make its appearance. If history
is any indication, this year’s weather
bears remarkable similarity to the
great drought of 1923 where pre-
cipitation all but stopped in May,
and resumed only in late August,
too late to save many crops.

This year, planting season got off
to a less-than-auspicious start with a
very rainy April. While April rains
bring May flowers, the excessive rain
of April kept fields too wet to plant,
so planting season for many farmers
was delayed. And when the ground
did finally dry enough for farmers
to get into their fields, the rain nec-
essary to germinate the seeds failed
to come. May was pitifully short in
precipitation — in some areas, less
than half an inch fell all month.

Hay fields that had been lush and
green one day, turned almost over-
night into brown stubble, and early
talk about possibly getting four
cuttings on hay was replaced with
nervous talk about the possibility
that for the first time in many a

farmer’s memory, there would not
even be a second cutting.

Even if a second cutting does
take place, many are predicting the
quantity will be minimal at best,
and the quality poor. As hay is a
‘cash crop’ that makes up a signif-
icant portion of a farmer’s income,
the lack of a second cutting is hit-
ting them hard, just as its hitting
those who rely upon hay to feed
horses and cows. In some areas, hay
has almost doubled in price—that
is, if one is lucky enough to find
someone with excess hay to sell.

The relentless heat of the past
month only made things worse as
it sucked what moisture there was
out of the soil.

“This is not the worst dry and
heat spell I remember, were really
dry,” said Ken Wisner, “but it easily
the second worst.” Wisner should
know, as he served 25 years as agri-
cultural extension agent and now
farms 125 acres just north of the
Keymar Elementary school.

“We had a good blueberry crop,
but blueberries can go longer with-
out rain,” said Wisner. “Hay is not
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Ken Wisner who runs Glad Link Farm north of New Midway is just one of many
local farmers hoping for a break in the summer dry spell.

looking good and I'm happy I don't
have any corn to worry about.”

Eric Glass, who farms over 800
acres just outside of Emmitsburg,
however does have several hundred
acres of corn he is keeping a wary
eye on. “We really needed that rain
in May to get the corn growing.
And even though we got some rain
in June, it was never steady enough
to get the corn to grow. For two full
weeks, the corn did not grow atall.”

“Now is the time the corn should
be growing tasseling, after that is
silks, which eventually form the
ears of the corn,” he said. “It is criti-
cal time that we get some steady rain.
Without rain, the tasseling will not
occut, or if it does, it will do so much
later, which will affect the number
of ears on each stalk, or at worst, the
corn crop will fail outright.”

Just as it did 100 years ago this
month.

Woodsboro’s Heath Barnes to run for Congress

ongressman David Trone’

decision to seek the Senate
seat of retiring Senator Ben Car-
din has set off a scribble to fill his
seat. While former County Exec-
utive Jan Gardener has hinted
that she may run on the Demo-
cratic ticket, Woodsboro’s Burgess
Heath Barnes left no doubt about
his attention when he told those
in attendance at the conclusion of
July Town Council meeting that
he has filed to run as a Republi-
can. Come next year, if we are
lucky, we may have two Frederick
residents as finalists for the seat.

Heath was raised in a small
farming community in South-
west Missouri, the grandson of
two Army Veterans, one who was
also a dairy farmer and the other
a special education teacher. Heath
moved to Woodsboro several years
ago where he met his spouse, who
is a Woodsboro native stemming
back ten generations.

Heath’s said the number one
reason for running is to help peo-
ple who are being left behind by
today’s economy. “More people
than ever are having to work a sec-
ond job just to make ends meet.
This has a trickle-down effect; it
means children are raising them-
selves oftentimes as parents are
having to work even more to make
ends meet. I can relate to this. At

the age of 16, I found myself liv-

ing on my own after my parents
divorced. I helped to guide my
younger siblings while still finish-
ing High School and working.”

“At the age of 22 I decided to
put myself through college. I did
it on my own with student loans
that I am paying off myself. My
biggest struggle came at the end
of 2007 when I was completing
my degree and could not afford
to re-sign my lease. I was in Lou-
isiana; everyone I knew was back
in Missouri. I spent the last three
weeks living in my truck to finish
my degree.

“I wasn’t born financially inde-
pendent. I know what it’s like to
work hard and be on the bottom.
America is the country of oppor-
tunity, and I am proof of it.”

Prior to making his announce-
ment, Barnes resigned as the 2nd
Vice Chair of the Maryland GOP.
“Ethics are important to me,” he
said, “so I resigned to ensure there
would be no conflict of interest
where I would have behind-the-
scenes information about my fel-
low candidates.”

Besides being Burgess of Woods-
boro, Heath is an active mem-
ber of the Woodsboro Evangelical
Lutheran Church, the American
Legion, the Woodsboro Volun-
teer Fire Department, the Glade
Valley Lions Club, and Frederick

County Farm Bureau. “Commu-

Woodsboro Mayor Heath Barnes has joined an ever expanding list of candi-
dates seeking to replace David Trone as our local representative in Congress.

nity and family are very import-
ant, and I try to give back as often
as I can through these organiza-
tions,” Barnes said.

When not serving the commu-
nity, Barnes serves as the Human
Resources manager for a private
company. “This experience of
helping and working with peo-
ple of all backgrounds will bene-

fit me as your next congressman,”
he said.

Barnes made it clear that even
thought he will be campaigning; he
was not going to leave the town in a
bind. “My main priorities right now
are completing actions I've started —
like building the new town hall.”
To learn more about Heath visit
heathbarnesforcongress.com
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Skatepark location settled

ollowing last months Town

Council meeting, where con-
cerns were raised over the initial
proposed location of the new skate-
park, the town commissioners all
got together and walked Woodsboro
Park to identify a suitable location
that would provide visibility — and
thus prevent vandalism. The area set-
tled upon was the open area between
the Park’s tennis courts and the con-
cession stand.

In June, the Town was informed
by the County that it had been
awarded a Project Open Space
(POS) grant of $137, 000 dollars to
build the skatepark. Burgess Barnes
said that: “the only thing standing
between the Town signing a contract
for the skatepark’s construction is the
actual POS check from the County.”

“Once we receive the check, the
contractors who will build the park
said they can get construction going
within 30 days, and if all goes with-
out a hitch, it will be completed by
the fall.”

The estimated cost of the 80 x
100 feet skatepark is $128,000,
Barnes said. “$9,000 of which the
Town can use to provide lighting
and benches for the skatepark, as
well as cover the cost of running
a sidewalk from the park’s parking
area to the skatepark.”

The Council originally gave its
go ahead for building the park at
its October meeting. Resident Ben
Marshall, who has been champion-

ing the skatepark, said that there are
none of its kind in the immediate
area, the closest being in Thurmont
and Hagerstown, which are usually
crowded. “It would be really nice to
walk through town, [and] cross the
street to our local park if we get this
built,” Marshall said.

Upon speaking with the Thur-
mont Skatepark Committee, Mar-
shall found that costs for Thurmont’s
50 x 80 foot Skateway to the Moun-
tains totaled $80,000. But Marshall
wanted the Woodsboro skatepark to
be larger to give skaters ample room,
as well as see Woodsboro's Park made
accessible for BMX bikes, which
Thurmont’s does not allow. Accord-
ing to Marshall, skaters and rollers
often travel to different parks in the
area and the park has great poten-
tial to bring in enthusiasts to other
aspects of the Town as well.

As Marshall’s proposal came too
late for the Town to Apply for a POS
grant in 2022, he was encouraged
to get skateboarding enthusiasts to
begin raising money and spreading
awareness.

While initial efforts to raise funds
looked promising, questions on how
to process donations quickly waylaid
fundraising efforts. And while the
Town had hoped to secure a $50,000
grant this spring from Project Open
Space, proponents were faced with
reducing the size of the park or hold
off several years until sufficient funds

were raised.

But to the surprise of all, especially
Barnes, he was able to secure not
$50,000 but $128,000 for the park
this spring during negations with
the County over distribution of the
County’s POS funds. And with that
promise, settling the location of the
skatepark in Woodsboro Park took
front and center.

Initially the Skatepark was pro-
posed to be located at the corner of
the entrance of Woodsboro Park,
but Council members expressed
concern that the area proposed
was also used for overflow parking
for special events, and this could
impact those events. Options to
place the park in the lower part
of the Park, where the old softball
fields used to be, were nixed over
concerns it could be damaged by
flooding during heavy rains, just as
the old softball fields had been.

As the Council struggled to iden-
tify a location to put the park, Com-
missioner Cutshall cautioned his
fellow commissioners that the fur-
ther they put the skatepark into the
park, the more they opened the door
to malicious behavior. “If people can't
see what is going on, then things we
dont want to go on will start to go
on, such as vandalism and graffiti.”

Unable to visualize a suitable loca-
tion by simply looking at a map of
the park, the Commissioners opted
to walk the park, and based upon
that excursion, settled upon placing
it between the Park’s tennis courts
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and the concession stand.
Woodsboro is not the only town
looking to follow Thurmont down

the skateboard ramp. The Walkers-

ville Town Council has also agreed to
explore the idea of building a skate-
park in their community park, as has

Taneytown.

News Briefs . . .

Council Grants Temporary Trailer
Parking Variance

'The Council granted Howard Spark-
man a temporary variance to park his
yard care trailer on the street in front
of his home in the Woodsbury sub-
division.

Sparkman, who has parked his
trailer for 13 years in front of his
home, was recentdy served with a
notice that he was in violation of the
town code prohibiting the parking of
trailers on town streets.

Sparkman said that since he was
served, he has to drive his trailer every
night to his father’s home in Thurmon,
and retrieve it every morning, which
adds almost an hour to his day.

A proud sponsor of the
Woodsboro-Walkersville
News-Journal
www.swhbarrick.com 301-845-6343

He only parks the trailer in front of
his home during yard care season. In the
winter, the trailer is stored at his father’s.

Burgess Heath Barnes and the Town
Commissioners were caught off guard
by the request, as they were unsure if
they had the power to grant an variance
to the town code.

Commissioner Bill Rittelmeyer noted
that he had frequendy seen the trailer
patked in front of Sparkmans home, and
that it was a dean and well kept trailer.

The town zoning enforcer noted
that while Sparkman would be allowed
to park the trailer in his driveway, the
length of his driveway was not sufficient
to house the 16-foot trailer.

All the Commissioners expressed

sympathy for Sparkman, and, since
the Planning & Zoning Commission
would be meeting on August 3, voted
to approve a temporary variance to the
code to allow the parking of the trailer
on the street until the Planning & Zon-
ing Commission could take the issue up
and make a final ruling,

Town Rejects Request To

Reduce $1,000 Water Bill

Tray Litman's recent water bill came as a
shock to him. Normally it runs around
$200 a month, but last months came
in at a whopping $1,000. The culprit,
Litman discovered, was a continuously
running toilet in a portion of the house
rarely used.

Litman, who lives with his father in
the house he has owned for 50 years,
asked if the Town would forgive all or
part of the overcharge.

Barnes, while sympathetic to Lit-
mans plight, said that that would set
a bad precedent. “What people dont
understand is that the Town is losing
money on every gallon of water we pro-
vide to the residents, so if we forgive
your bill, thats $800 the Town will have
to come up with to pay for the cost of

the water that was literally flushed down
the drain.”

Commissioner ~ Rittelmeyer ~ also
noted that since the water was going
down toilet, the Town also had to pay to
have it treated by the town sewer plant.

Barnes noted that this was not the
first time someone had come to the
Town asking for a relief from a high
water bill resulting from unplanned
events. The highest water bill weve been
asked to nullify was dose to $4,000.
And we didnt do it then, he said, so we
cant do it now.

The Town however did offer to allow
Litman to make payments on a pay-
ment plan, but Litman dedlined and
thanked them for at least listening to his

request.

Shugart Appointed As Alternate To
Planning & Zoning Commission

The old saying no good deed goes
unpunished was never so true for
Stephan Shugart, who attended the July
Town Council meeting to ‘see what goes
on at the meetings only to find himself
walking home as a newly appointed
AlternateTo Planning & Zoning Com-

mission!

THE OLDE TOWNE
RESTAURANT, LLC

Open for

indoor dining!

American Urwmed
& Ohperated

Thurs.

Carny-out Available

-Sun. 7a.m. -2 p.m.
(Closed Mon., Tues. & Wed.)

200 N. Second St., Woodsboro - 301-898-5686

During the public comment period,
Shugart, who does historic carpentry
restoration, got up to introduce him-
self. “I moved here a year ago and have
fallen in love with this Town. I wasnt
even sure the Town had a government
and was surprised to find that you were
having a meeting tonight, and thought
I would drop by and introduce myself
and let you know if you needed any
help, I'll be glad to pitch in where I can.
I like to get to know more people in
the Town.”

While Shugart was more than likely
referring to historic carpentry resto-
ration, Barnes seized on the words ‘if
you needed any help, and immediately
offered Shugart the vacant Alternate
position on the Planning & Zoning
Commission.

Barnes' suggestion was picked up
by all the Commissioners who told
Shugart that the best way to meet peo-
ple in town was to become part of the
Town Government, and encouraged
him to take the slot.

Everyone laughed when Shugart
expressed concern that he might be too
young to serve, implying, as Barnes put
it, that everyone on the council were all
old. “Yes, we are all old, which is all the
more reason why we need people like
you to step forward and help us”

“Dont worry,” Barnes said, “well
teach you everything you need to know
to be successful. And as part of the Plan-
ning Commission you can help ensure
Woodsboro always maintains its small
town feel.”

With that encouragement, a hum-
bled Shugart accepted the offer, and the
Council unanimously voted to appoint
him to the Commission.
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Planning commission addresses new restaurant at Circle K

n July 11, the planning com-
mission discussed the conver-
sion of convenience store space to an
eat-in restaurant at the Circle K con-
venience store located on Woodsboro
Pike. The restaurant, Taqueria los Pri-
mos, was established several months
ago as part of a state-wide franchise
and has since become a popular eatery
for locals. However, property owners
received no authorization from the
planning commission prior to con-
verting the space.
Although it is not unusual for prop-
erties to be used for two purposes,
Planning Commission member Rus-

sell Winch questioned the lax nature
of the town in enforcing its pre-ap-
proval process. “For the longest time,
weve been more complaint-driven,
‘live and let live, ‘did what they did,
and its come around to haunt us a
few times,” said Winch. “So I think
we need to really think about how we
want to handle these things... Do we
want to lay down the law or do we
want to find ways around this? What-
ever we do, we need to be consistent
for now and future years. And unfor-
tunately, [the restaurant issue] may be
one of the first things we have to take

alook at”

Town Planner Susan Hauver noted
the history of the site, which has been
utilized by numerous owners for vary-
ing purposes. Prior to the establish-
ment of Taqueria los Primos, the
property housed a chicken vendor;
however, that business did not require
table seating. Hauver also pointed out
the general compliance of the prop-
erty with zoning requirements aside
from the lack of approval for an eat-in
space and excess signage.

“I think the biggest issue here is the
signage,” said Hauver. “(In 2015], we
pretty liberally interpreted the code to
try to get the site cleaned up as there

was a lot of signage then, and kind of
agreed to give 50 square feet each to
the vendors. The restaurant has since
added signage which is problematic
because [it exceeds that amount].”
The commission acknowledged
that a fresh review of all the signage on
the site is necessary, considering the
collective impact of Circle K, Liberty
Gas, and any other businesses pres-
ent. Commission members also rec-
ognized the importance of consulting
property owners and taking a holis-
tic approach to address compliance
issues. Understanding that some busi-
nesses may need transitional direc-

tional signs for a brief period after
their opening, the council emphasized
the need to establish a clear time limit
on such signs to maintain uniformity
and aesthetics.

To move forward, the commis-
sion plans to reach out to the owner
of the Taqueria los Primos franchise to
develop a signage plan that complies
with town regulations and meets the
business’ needs. Furthermore, in an
effort to address the balance between
convenience and compliance, the
commission also plans to hold a pub-
lic hearing on the subject. This will
likely take place in September.

Economic Development Commission still finding footing

stablished in January 2022, Walk-
rsvilles Economic Development
Commission (EDC) is striving to
establish a strong presence within the
community and local government.
However, nearly two years later, some
residents question the function of a
commission which still appears to be
struggling in establishing a permanent
structure and purpose.

One of the primary challenges for
the EDC is creating connections with
local businesses and business owners.
To address this, the commission plans
to host a networking event with the
Walkersville Business and Professional
Association, which aims to promote

and support local professionals. This

event is tentatively scheduled for Sep-
tember 18 at 7 p.m. during the EDCs
normal monthly meeting time.

It is questionable, however, whether
this event will produce the desired
turnous, in part due to the lack of
attendance at monthly WBPA meet-
ings. Said WBPA member Bob Suss-
man, “There used to be at least 10 to
15 people at our meetings, [but] Covid
really killed a lot of enthusiasm and
drive. Right now only four to six peo-
ple are coming, even with guest speak-
ers invited.”

In addition to low participation in
the WBPA, the EDC currently seems
to lack stable leadership and commit-

ment. In June, Commission Chair

Linda Morgan announced her inten-
tion to step down due to personal mat-
ters; however, upon secking volunteers
to assume her role, she received no
definitive response. In July, Morgan
reiterated her position, but was met
only with offers of temporary assis-
tance as other members claimed their
own time constraints.

Morgan shares her dilemma with
Vice Chair Bob McNally and Secre-
tary Leanne Tennant, both of whom
hope to offer their roles to some-
one else. Unfortunately; with no offi-
cial election process, plans to reassess
appointments remain at a standstill.
On this note, McNally suggested that
the EDC establish an annual reelection

process with one-year terms for chair,
vice chair, and secretary positions.
Hopetully this will also encourage new
EDC applicants to seriously consider
the responsibilities of being part of a
town commission.

In additon to leadership issues,
the EDC faces the absence of a com-
missioner liaison since Michael Bailey
stepped down from the town council
in January: Burgess Chad Weddle, who
has been attending EDC meetings as he
isable, previously asked for volunteers to
take on the liaison position. However,
he received the same hesitance that was
given by EDC members.

On the town website, the EDC is
described as an organization which “will

work to retain existing businesses, attract
desirable new businesses, and improve
economic  activities  benefiting local
businesses and residences” Although
the commission does not seem to have
detracted from any of these goals, it is
unclear whether it has effectively pur-
sued them either. While members casu-
ally plan future leadership changes and
networking events, Walkersville busi-
ness owners still struggle to find concrete
answers about development, pandemic
recovery; and a volatile economy. If the
commission hopes to solidify its place
in the community; it is essential that it
consistently strives to meet its goals—or
at the very least, define what those goals
really mean.

2023 comprehensive plan in review

A; its July meeting, the plan-
ing and zoning committee
discussed updates to the town’s com-
prehensive plan. The comprehensive
plan is defined on the Walkersville
town website as “an official doc-
ument that provides direction for
public decisions regarding land use,
development, zoning, infrastruc-
ture, transportation, water resources,
community facilities and services,
capital improvements and munici-
pal growth.”

While it is typically reviewed and
updated every 20 years, the compre-
hensive plan may be reviewed every ten
if necessary. It includes a land-use map
reflecting existing development and
plans for new development, recom-

mended changes to the zoning map,

zoning ordinance, and other parts of
the Town Code, road improvement
recommendations and community
facility recommendations, including
proposals for future parks.

Town planner Susan Hauver called
the plan a continuation of the last ten
years as the pattern of development
will stay pretty much the same. She
explained that for the first time in 50
years, there is very little potential for
residential development in the town
under the existing zoning map. This
is due to the development of the Bell
and Graham properties as well as
the townhouses at Longley Green,
which have occurred in the last ten
years. At this time, there are only two
small properties in town zoned R1;
however, they have issues with access

that would need to be addressed to
move forward with development.

There is some zoning available
for industrial growth and a smaller
amount for commercial. The updated
plan is dependent on the Staley prop-
erty being developed which should
provide the same amount of devel-
opment over the next 20 years as the
last ten years has had. The recommen-
dation is high density on one half as
an extension to the Longley Green
Development and low density on the
rest of the property.

The high amount of proper-
ties planned for development last
time is why the board decided to
opt for minimal residential devel-
opment and only voted to develop
the estimated 110-acre Staley farm

in the updated comprehensive plan.
However, this vote is a compromise
as some members are very much
against more residendal develop-
ment and some are for it.

Members Nathan Shatto and
Jeremy Peterson both stated that
they were comfortable with allow-
ing more potendal for residential
growth. In June, it had been pointed
out by Jeremy Holder of Ausherman
Properties that “showing residen-
tial designation doesn’t demand that
town immediately approve devel-
opmeng; it just says that when we're
ready, the first step is already taken to
get there.” However, Member Rus-
sell Winch argued against allowing
more residential growth, alluding to
concerns that Walkersville may lose
some of its small-town appeal if fur-
ther development is allowed.

Currently not allowed in certain
parts of town are accessory dwell-
ing units (ADUs) such as tiny
houses and container homes. Due
to the inflated housing market, these
options are becoming more popu-
lar and residents have inquired about
placing them on their properties.
Winch supported tiny houses but
had concerns about the aesthetic of
shipping containers. Other members
of council agreed with him, and may
consider allowing them if they meet
certain aesthetic requirements.

'The next step for the Comprehen-
sive Plan is a public review period.
During this time, residents can view
the draft plan on the town website.
After 60 days, the board will set a
public hearing date where state and
county agencies as well as the public
can comment.

News-Briefs

Town Updates
Floodplain Ordinance
On July 12, the Town Council
addressed critical updates to the
Floodplain Management Ordi-
nance, which ensures that the town
adequately manages floodplains
and considers flood hazards when
developing. This discussion was
prompted by changes to the Flood
Insurance Rate Maps overseen by
the National Flood Insurance Pro-
gram (NFIP). As a municipality,
Walkersville is required by FEMA
to at least meet minimum require-
ments set by NFIP

Due to the outdated nature of

Walkersvilles previous floodplain
ordinance, which was adopted in
1992, town staff decided that it was
more practical to repeal and replace
the document entirely. After being
approved by both FEMA and
the Maryland Department of the
Environment, the draft ordinance
was released for public comment.
With no comments received, com-
missioners approved the document
unanimously with only brief dis-
cussion.

Speeding On Silvercrest Drive

David Delisio, a resident of Silver-
crest Drive for 28 years, expressed
concerns about speeding to the
town council in July. “We have a

really severe speeding problem,”
said Delisio. “It doesnt seem to
be locals, but in the mornings and
evenings I see people go one way,
turn around, and come back to
see how fast they can go.” There is
a radar speed sign located on Sil-
vercrest, but with no speed camera,
it is difficult to deter the culprits.
Delisio requested that the town
consider increasing enforcement
and installing stop signs to help
solve the problem. Burgess Chad
Weddle asked Delisio to sub-
mit more details to the town via
email and noted that the town has
recently fulfilled such requests at
Spring View Estates and Kenneth
Drive.

Mon., Aug. 14 - 7 p.m.

Wed., Aug. 23-7 p.m.

phone: 301-845-4500

WALKERSVILLE INFO
Wed., Aug. 2-7p.m. -

Tues., Aug. 8 - 7 p.m. -

Wed., Aug. 9-7p.m. -
- EDC Meeting
Tues., Aug. 22- 7 p.m.

- Town Meeting
wabsite: www.walkersvillemd.gov

Parks Commission
Meeting

Planning Commission
Workshop

Town Meeting

- Planning Commission
Meeting

K walkersville:Our Town
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Congressman David Trone

Ithough our children are

grown (and one of them
even has a child of her own), the
back-to-school season remains an
important part of the year. Its a
time to reflect on memories of
my childhood and that of my
kids and a reminder of just how
valuable a good education can be.
My education has been a critical
part of the success I've had. Now,
it’s my mission in government to
ensure that opportunity is avail-
able to every student.

Growing up the son of a pub-
lic school teacher, it was instilled
in me early on that the path to
success is through education. I
saw the dedication and passion
that my mother had for teaching
and learning. If you ever drive
through East Berlin, Pennsylva-
nia, you'll see a library there with
her name on it. It’s just one of the
many reminders of her lifelong

commitment to her commitment
to education.

I've always said how much I
love to learn — even as I've got-
ten older. Its why I made school
a priority when I was growing up,
even as my family faced the hard-
ships of bankruptcy and divorce.
I took out student loans to attend
the Wharton School of Busi-
ness at the University of Penn-
sylvania for an MBA. It was hard
work, especially since I was work-
ing almost full time while I was a
student, but I knew all along that
I was incredibly lucky to have
those opportunities.

Sadly, too many students are
not able to enjoy those opportu-
nities today. This is true across the
country and in Maryland. Nearly
half of all students in America
began this school year behind
grade level in at least one subject.
Currently, only 1 in 4 students

graduate high school ready for
college in the four core subjects.
40 million students nationwide
don’t have access to high-speed
internet in school.
I'll be blunt:
are unacceptable. And most of
them can be attributed to a sim-
ple fact: American schools are
underfunded. At last estimate,

these statistics

there was an education funding
gap of nearly $85 billion across
the country. This will continue
to increase year after year with-
out action.

These shortfalls also highlight
the inequities of education fund-
ing in America — in that low-in-
come  students,  particularly
those in communities of color,
are shortchanged the most. And
when we don’t properly fund our
schools, it’s not just our students
and teachers who suffer. Our
economy suffers as well.

Critics of education funding,
especially those who advocate for
additional cuts to our schools, are
fundamentally misguided on why
these We
shouldn’t primarily look at this as

investments matter.
an opportunity to make a profit.
That’s not the purpose of govern-
ment. Education is a right. And
it is the government’s responsibil-
ity to ensure that right is afforded
to everyone.

But even those who DO look
at education funding as an invest-
ment must admit that the return
on the investment is astounding.
For every dollar that the govern-
ment invests in a college student,
for example, we see an average of
$7.46 returned. A nearly 750%
return on investment is a deal
that even the most greedy inves-
tor would take in a heartbeat. So
why isn’t the government making
it a priority?

Here in Maryland, we are. We
finally passed the Blueprint for

Maryland’s Future, making his-
toric changes to our education
system and fulfilling our com-
mitment to leave no one behind.
Working with Senator Cardin,
Pve taken steps to make this pro-
gram a reality nationwide. If we
pass the True EQUITY Act, we'll
invest $1.4 billion in school dis-
tricts nationwide — a first step in
our efforts to close the funding
gaps and give our students, teach-
ers, and communities the support
they deserve.

Ultimately, none of these
efforts will matter if we don’t all
commit ourselves to doing bet-
ter for our students. This back-
to-school season, I encourage you
to join me in reflecting on how
education has impacted your life.
When you see a school bus drive
by, or see first day pictures on
social media, remember that the
power to make a difference in the
lives of those children lies in our

hands.

County Councilman Brad Young

wanted to take this opportunity

to give you a brief update on two
pending pieces of legislation that I
have introduced to the Council.

The first bill, titled Amend Pub-
lic Schools in the ORI Zone. This
bill would allow public schools
in the ORI with planning site
approval.  Schools can provide
programs for students and their
families to build bonding and
bridging social capital, and they
act as stabilizing institutions that
provide supportive social net-
works for families.
the
opportunity for other education is
important to the Frederick County

Allowing more children,

community. By allowing schools
to be placed in the ORI, we are
effectively giving more children
the opportunity for access to more
schools.

The Council had a worksession
on this bill back on Tuesday, June
13. It was then formally intro-
duced on Tuesday, June 20, and
then had a public hearing at 7 p.m.
on July 11. This bill is scheduled to

A g
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‘Make.YourPl

be voted on for final adoption on
August 8, at 5:30 p.m..

I have also a second bill on this
same timeline titled, Amending the
Zoning Code to add Woodwork-
ing to the County Code. The bill
would define and allow for review
and approval of a Woodworking
Use in the Agricultural District. To
be clear, the bill does not address
woodworking in a commercial or
industrial district.

The current County Code pro-
vides for many uses to be permit-
ted as a Home-Based Business per
§ 1-19-8.240 that effectively allow
for business and personal service
uses to occur in any zoning district
as they are regulated and severely
limited in a manner via signifi-
cant provisions to reduce impacts.
Beyond that, most uses, regard-
less of their intensity or impact are
either not explicidy permitted or
permitted as a typical business/per-
sonal service use and are not per-
mitted in all zones but more often
designated only within the com-
mercial or industrial districts. In

T o

addition, the Code has not been
comprehensively modernized to
address ‘emerging or
ditional’ uses that are now more
typical and/or not specifically iden-
tified. This leaves individual text
amendments as the opportunity to

‘non-tra-

clarify or provide for some missing
component.

The latter use (‘Limited Land-
scape Contractor) is a good
example of a commercial busi-
ness personal service use that can
range in intensity based on the size
of a business and is one example
of entrepreneurship and a small-
based business that needed to be
addressed without treating all uses
the same.

A constituent currently operat-
ing a “Woodworking’ business finds
themselves in a similar situation,
stuck between the very strict pro-
visions of a “home-based business”
and perhaps other ‘proximate/simi-
lar uses’ that would only be permit
in commercial districts. As noted
above, certain uses can and should
continue to be permitted in other

NEED A NEW ROOF?

districts beyond commercial dis-
tricts to encourage and facilitate
small businesses and entrepreneur-
ship within the County, but cer-
tainly with some level of enhanced
regulations.

In discussing the current and
foreseeable future operations of
their Woodworking use, it was
acknowledged that many of the
requirements of the existing Lim-
ited Landscape Contractor Use
can also be applied to other ‘small
business type uses’ such as Wood-
working. In fact, Woodworking
likely has even less of an impact
do to the significantly reduced
vehicular/truck traffic that you
may experience with a contrac-
tor use.

It was further discussed that that
the best approach was to attempt
to utilize the existing regulations
within the code to acknowledge
there may be other similarly situ-
ated small-based businesses/oper-
ations that may also want to take
advantage of such an amendment,
and we did not want to create pro-
visions that were specifically for
one particular property owner with

i BulletpROOF
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one specific set of circumstances.

The existing provisions of §
1-19-8.441 already provide for:
minimum lot size, height, and set-
backs;
visions,
employees; and equipment and
materials screening requirements
to maintain compatibility in the
agricultural district.

To that end this text amendment
proposes the following:

impervious surface pro-
maximum number of

1. Utilize the provisions of §
1-19-8.441 as the basis of per-
mitting a Woodworking use;
and

2. Clarifies and defines a use for
Woodworking (as it is differ-
ent from a carpenter, sawmill,
artisanal craft shop or any-
thing else that is within the
current code); and

3. Permit Woodworking as a use
in the Ag District by amend-
ing § 1-19-8.441 and § 1-19-
5.310; and

4. Clarify that a caretaker/owner
residence in conjunction with
the permitted use does not
count against certain square
footage provisions; and

5. Clarify and provide for cer-
tain screening provisions to
be met by existing natural
features on site.

Like my previously cited educa-
tional bill, this legislation has fol-
lowed a similar public path. The
Council had a worksession on this
bill back on Tuesday, June 13. It
was also formally introduced on
Tuesday, June 20, and then had a
public hearing at 7:00 pm on July
11. This bill is also scheduled to
be voted on for final adoption on
August 8, at 5:30 p.m.

I am happy that I can give you
an update on my current pending
legislation. If there is ever anything
I can do for you, please feel free to
reach out to me and my office.
You can contact me via email at:
BYoung@FrederickCountyMD.
gov, or you can call my office at

301-600-1108.
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County Executive Jessica Fitzwater

ummer is flying by! August

brings the last few carni-
vals of the season, camps for
children, and the start of a
new school year. This summer,
for the first time, the coun-
ty’s Parks & Recreation divi-
sion hosted a series of programs
especially for children with dis-
abilities at the adaptive Rock
Creek Recreation Center in
Walkersville. Students of all
ages packed the rec center last
month for a special play day
as we celebrated National Dis-
ability Pride Month. Frederick
County’s adaptive rec program
is a truly amazing resource.
The center gives every child a
chance to play!

Homegrown

Frederick Turns 10
This summer also  cel-
ebrated the 10th
sary of our Homegrown
Frederick program, which sup-
ports our agricultural commu-
nity. Homegrown Frederick

and residents

we
anniver-

serves farmers
by promoting local agriculture
and business online at www.
HomegrownFrederick.com and
in a special printed publica-
tion. You can buy local produce

or craft beverages, find a farm-
ers market near you, or line up
family-friendly activities like
creamery visits or pick-your-
own berries or flowers.

This year’s Homegrown pub-
lication includes articles that
provide a look back on pro-
ducer stories from the past
10 years, with updates on
where they are today. You can
read about the discovery of
the Monocacy Hop, which is
genetically unique to Frederick
County. The issue also includes
a glimpse into the county’s
largest agricultural classroom
at The Great Frederick Fair
and a feature about the Coun-
ty’s award-winning Agricultural
Innovation Grant program.

Agriculture is an important
part of Frederick County’s econ-
omy. Farming has changed sub-
stantially over the years. But our
laws and regulations have not.
They need to be updated so we
have a firm foundation to sup-
port innovation in the years to
come. My Administration’s Tran-
sition Team called for the County
to support Frederick County’s
diversifying agricultural econ-
omy. That is why I appointed an
Agritourism Workgroup, which

is reviewing our laws, regula-
tions, and existing programs to
support agritourism. The Agri-
tourism Workgroup held its first
meeting on July 26th. You can
follow their progress online at
www.FrederickCountyMD.gov/
Agritourism.

We need to modernize our
system so our farms, and our
farmers, can continue to thrive.
The goal is to promote agri-
tourism while also protecting
the health, safety, and quality
of life of Frederick County res-
idents.

Rural Historic

Preservation Grants

Another program we are using
to preserve Frederick County’s
rich heritage is our Rural His-
toric Preservation Grants. In
the third year of this program,
the County awarded grants
to preserve important struc-
tures that reflect our past. For
instance, funds will help to
restore iron workers’ housing in
Thurmont, a historic farmstead
in Woodsboro, and one of the
county’s oldest known houses,
located south of Walkersville.
Half of the grants this year went
to properties located within

the Catoctin and Walkersville
high school feeder districts.
They include the 18th-century
Beatty Cramer House in Ceres-
ville, two iron worker housing
sites — Beverly Hoke and Reed
Stitely houses on Catoctin Fur-
nace Road — and the Steiner
Wolfe Smith Farm’s bank barn
in Woodsboro. The other sites
are on Clemsonville Road, Lin-
ganore Road, Albaugh Road,
and Stottlemyer Road.

The Rural Historic Preserva-
tion Grant Program offers one-
time grants of up to $50,000 to
property owners and nonprofit
organizations to stabilize, reha-
bilitate, restore or preserve the
exterior of a historic property.
When 1 was a member of the
County Council, I proudly
supported legislation that dedi-
cates funds to this program. By
preserving these buildings, we
can connect new generations
to our community’s rich his-
tory. You can learn more about
the program by visiting www.
frederickcountymd.gov/rural-
grants.

Property Taxes

You may have noticed that
property tax bills arrived in
mailboxes a few days later than
usual last month. Changes in

the State Department of Tax-
ation and Assessments led to
Frederick County’s data arriv-
ing later than in past years. As
a result, the Treasury Depart-
ment has extended the deadline
to receive a 1% discount, which
is typically offered when bills
are paid in full in July. This
year, taxpayers who pay their
real property tax bill no later
than Monday, August 7, will
receive the July discount of 1%.

There are three ways to pay:
in person, online, or by mail.
If you choose to pay in per-
son, you will have until 4 p.m.
on August 7th to deliver your
check. Online payments can
be made at the discounted
11:59 p.m. that
day. Checks sent by mail must
be postmarked no later than
August 7th to receive the dis-
count. If you have any ques-
tions about your property tax
bill, our great Treasury staff can

rate until

help you. You can reach them at
301-600-1111.

With only a few short weeks
left of summer, I hope every-
one takes time to enjoy the sea-
son. Stop by a farmers market,
hike a trail, or relax at one of
our fabulous parks. Frederick
County offers something for
everyone!

Woodsboro Burgess Heath Barnes

( ;reetings, I hope you all
are having a wonder-
ful summer.

that at the end of this month,
schools will be back in session

I cannot believe

for our students and teachers. I
know in Woodsboro we are cur-
rently having issues with peo-
ple speeding down the streets.
I highly encourage everyone to
watch their speed even more as
our children begin returning
to school. I did mention to the
counsel that I will be gathering
information on what it will take
to install some speed cameras in
town as the problem has become
much worse lately.

At the July 18th meeting
we had a very short meeting. I
informed the council that I had
met with the electric company to
start the process of running the
electricity into the eastern side of

the park where the stage is and
where the new restroom is to be
built. Based on different options
it’s possible we may have the elec-
tricity run before the music fes-
tival at Woodsboro Days on
October 21st. This will be nice
for the bands as for the last few
years we have run the electricity
off a generator. I also met with
Ben Marshall and the contrac-
tor to build the skate park. I let
them know that we had received
a pending grant of 137 thou-
sand dollars to build it. Once we
receive the official grant letter
from the state, we will be sign-
ing the contract and construction
will begin shortly. The resurfac-
ing of the tennis court and the
pickleball lines has been tenta-
tively scheduled and will begin
any day now.

The latest town hall update is

that I had a call with the engi-
neer. He is optimistic that we
will have it out for build within
the next 60 days as the process is
moving through the county at a
good pace without hiccups right
now. I remain optimistic that we
will have a building started by
late fall.

As always, 1 encourage every-
one to support Glade Valley
Community Services (GVCS) if
you have clothes or food dona-
tions as they are always in need
of items for members of the com-
munity. For more information,
please contact GVCS by email
at gvcs.inc@verizon.net, or call
301-845-0213.

If you have any questions, con-
cerns, complaints, or compli-
ments please feel free to reach out
to me at hbarnes@woodsboro.org

or by phone at 301-401-7164.

Woodsboro Town meetings are
held on the 2nd Tuesday of each
month at 7pm. In addition, Plan-
ning and Zoning meetings are at
6pm on the First Monday of the
month as needed. If you have an
item for the agenda, it needs to

be submitted 14 days before the
P&Z meeting. The current loca-
tion for meetings is the St. Johns
United Church of Christ located
at 8 N 2nd Street Woodsboro,
MD 21798. The public is always

invited to attend.

WALKERSVILLE BUSINESS anp
PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION

Supporting businesses from Walkersville, Woodsbero and the surounding area,

Member Benefits:
o ‘Whatete: Profuliss v Sponsorshap Opporhanibies W Group ot Raghts
# Sponsoeed Evenis # Frivaie Facebook Group W Alierd Mesfings
o Socal Media Sharing o Add Our Organization on Linkedin = and many mose.

walkersvillebusinesses.com/join

Energy assistance is available to all
Maryland residents who are eligible.
Let us help make your energy costs

more affordable,

Call

1-800-332-6347

to see if you qualify and to apply.

Fizspdr Higwrsd F nprgy Faverngs

You do not need a

Home Energy
4 Programs

Turn-Off Notice or to be

off-service to apply.

Need Help Paying Heating or Energy Bills?

The Office of Home Energy
Programs Can Help!
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County Workforce Plan for
Diversity, Equity, Inclusion

and Belonging

Frederick County Executive Jessica
Fitzwater announced the creation
of the workforce plan on diver-
sity, equity, inclusion and belong-
ing. The DEIB plan was developed
along with an employee survey con-
ducted last year. The survey revealed
the need to be more inclusive and
create a culture that values the idea
of diversity and the talents and con-
tributions of employees.

“This administration is commit-
ted to ensuring Frederick County
is a place where all people can live,
work, and thrive while feeling a
strong sense of belonging,” said
County Executive Fitzwater. “By
making this vision a reality in the
workplace, we convey to our resi-
dents that our community is peo-
ple-centered and committed to
promoting a high quality of life.”

Over the past 10 years, Freder-
ick County has significantly grown,
revealing a shift in racial and eth-
nic demographics. 2020 census data
showed that overall, minority popula-
tions are growing. The demographic
shift offers a crucial opportunity
for connectivity and greater social
and cultural enrichment. Efforts to
advance equity in the County over

the past three years have included the
creation and codification of an Office
of Equity and Inclusion, creation of
an Equity and Inclusion Commission
and an Immigrant Affairs Commis-
sion to serve as ongoing community
voices, evaluation of the workplace
environment to begin designing
efforts to attract and retain a diverse
workforce, expansion of minority
business outreach, and launch of a dis-
parity study.

While DEIB is an ongoing jour-
ney of empathy, learning, and
unlearning,  deep-rooted  biases
manifested for centuries, improv-
ing the County’s DEIB posture and
establishing an environment that
will educate and promote a diverse
and equitable workforce brings the
community together.

“The move toward this level of
inclusion could be labeled a ‘heavy
lift for Frederick County,” said
Chief Equity and Inclusion Offi-
cer Michael Hughes. “The DEIB
Workforce Plan positions us to serve
the public in a culturally competent
and responsive way that will pay off
not only for individual residents,
but for the County as a whole.”

The Diversity, Equity, Inclu-
sion and Belonging Workforce
Plan is targeted to achieve progress
and implement public engagement
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to schedule an appointment.

Staley’s

Onsite Services
6830A Putman Rd, Thurmont

301-788-3636

Staleysonsite.com

Septic tanks
should be pumped
every 3 - D years.
Call or email today

{4
o’

* Complete kitchen &
bathroom remodeling

* Designers on staff
* Personal attention

FREDERICK *
KITCHENS &
BATHROOMS

within the first year. Employee
information sessions will be under-
way starting this month to iden-
tify areas of improvement and steps
towards progress.

For more information on the
workforce plan, visic www.Fred-
erickCountyMD.gov/Equity ~ or
contact the Office of Equity and
Inclusion at 301-600-1063.

Data Centers Workgroup

Sets First Meeting

Frederick County Executive Jes-
sica Fitzwater’s Data Centers Work-
group will hold its first meeting at
6 p.m. on Wednesday, August 2, in
the 3rd floor hearing room of Win-
chester Hall.

The workgroup is charged with
examining existing laws and other
issues related to this relatively
new and rapidly changing indus-
try. County Executive Fitzwater
formed the group in response to
recommendations from two Transi-
tion Team committees — Economic
Development; and Sustainability,
Infrastructure and Transportation —
to convene stakeholders to develop
a model for critical data infrastruc-
ture that leverages the benefits data
centers can provide while protect-
ing the environment and Frederick
County’s quality of life. Information
about the workgroup, including its
membership, can be found at Fred-
erickCountyMD.gov/DataCenters.

Meetings of the workgroup are
open to the public. They will be
recorded and made available to
watch online the following day at
FrederickCountyMD.gov/FCGtv.

Council Confirms Goetz to Over-
see Family Services,

Carpenter to Lead Planning

& Permitting

Frederick County Executive Jessica

Fitzwater announces the appoint-
ment of two division directors. Kelli
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Goetz will serve as Director of the
Division of Family Services, where
she has worked for over five years.
Deborah Carpenter will take the
reins as Director of the Division
of Planning & Permitting. Both
appointments were confirmed by
the Frederick County Council this
evening.

Ms. Goetz has led Family Services
as Acting Director since April 8.
The division, which was previously
known as Citizens Services, includes
the Child Advocacy Center, Fam-
ily Partnership, and the Office for
Children and Families. Ms. Goetz
began her career with Frederick
County in 2012 as a grant coordi-
nator in Workforce Services. She
rose to manage youth programs and
career services in that office before
moving to the Division of Citizens
Services in 2017. Ms. Goetz served
in progressively higher positions,
from Fiscal Manager in the Office
for Children and Families to Direc-
tor of Operations for the Division.
She continued to work as Director
of Operations while serving as Act-
ing Deputy Director and then Act-
ing Director of the division.

“Kelli understands the Division’s
mission of improving residents
lives,” County Executive Fitzwater
said. “She has strong relationships
with stafl’ and routinely goes above
and beyond to serve our commu-
nity. Her appointment will provide
steady leadership while the Division
undergoes change.”

Ms. Goetz earned a bachelor’s
degree in psychology from the
University of Maryland Univer-
sity College. She holds a Certifi-
cate in Leading Diverse Teams &
Organizations from the University
of Michigan and a Graduate Cer-
tificate in Sustainability Leadership
from Ithaca College. Her appoint-
ment takes effect July 29.

Ms. Carpenter currenty serves
as Director of Planning & Growth
Management in Charles County,
where she leads five divisions, includ-
ing managing over 80 full-time
employees and over 130 contrac-
tual employees. Prior to her time in
Charles County, she spent 25 years

in Garrett County’s Department of
Planning & Land Management, ris-
ing from GIS Specialist to Director.

“Deborah  has the experience,
expertise, and energy necessary
to make Livable Frederick a part
of the culture of County govern-
ment,” County Executive Fitzwater
said. “Deborah brings her experi-
ence from Charles County, a rap-
idly growing jurisdiction facing an
affordable housing crisis they are
balancing against the challenges
of preserving agricultural land and
infrastructure demands, making her
particularly well suited to help us
address the issues facing Frederick
County.”

Ms. Carpenter holds a master’s
degree in geography with a con-
centration in Geographic Informa-
tion Systems from West Virginia
University, and a bachelor’s degree
in environmental analysis & plan-
ning from Frostburg State Univer-
sity. Her appointment takes effect
August 14.

Real Property Tax Bills Mailed
- July Discount Rate Available
Through August 7th
Changes to the Maryland State
Department of Assessments and
Taxation’s billing process led to
delays in the processing of property
tax bills for Frederick County prop-
erty owners. The mailing of bills
began a few days later than usual,
with the first items being sent July
7 and the last bills mailed July 11.
As a result of the delay, an exten-
sion has been granted for the 1%
discount rate typically offered to
taxpayers who pay their bills by
the end of July. The extension will
be applied to tax bills that are paid
no later than Monday, Aug. 7. Pay-
ments made in person must be
delivered by 4 p.m. that day. Online
payments will be accepted at the
discounted rate untdl 11:59 p.m.
Payments mailed via U.S. Postal
Service must be postmarked no later
than Aug. 7 to receive the discount.
Anyone with questions about
their property tax bill can call the
Treasury Department at 301-600-
1111.
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Meet Claire Doll, our new Managlng Edltor

McKenna Snow
MSMU Class of 2023

would like to introduce

you to Claire Doll who has
assumed the role as Managing
Editor of Woodsboro-Walkers-
ville News-Journal. I have had
the honor of working with her
through this past year and a half,
and have utmost confidence that
she will do incredible things as
the next Managing Editor. Claire
has already done so much for the
News-Journals that I could hardly
fit it all into one article. But she,
who constantly highlights the
best of others in her work, is cer-
tainly deserving of her own spot-
light here.

Claire will be a entering her
senior year at Mount Saint Mary’s
University this Fall, which means
she is one step closer to begin-
ning the next major phase of her
life: teaching full-time after grad-
uation. While she is still deter-
mining which grade she wants
to teach, it is clear from the love
she has for teaching English that
she will serve her students well. 1
have no doubt that the enthusi-
asm; patience and hard work that
she brings to the News-Journals
will also be brought to her next
workplace.

For now, Claire will be con-
tinuing her studies as an English
major, and taking on the role as
Managing Editor. The team of
student writers is excited to have
her as a leader, but in some ways,
she has already been just that
throughout this past year. Claire
has been the Assistant Managing
Editor for the past year, which
means that during some months
out of the semester, all of the arti-
cles would go to her first before
they went to the Managing Edi-
tor. She gave them a careful read-
through and edited where it was
needed, and then she would send
the articles on their way. Even
at the beginning of her time as
the Assistant Managing Editor, I

could see Claire’s skills as an edi-
tor already that showcased her
commitment to accuracy in the
punctuation, grammar and flow
of every sentence. I also knew
immediately that I could send
my own articles to her and could
count on her to help me improve
my writing.

Claire did not just happen
upon this new position as Manag-
ing Editor, either; the Four Years
at the Mount section (something
we have added starting last month
to this paper) is structured in such
a way that each year, the writers
receive a new level of responsi-
bility. As a freshman writer, one’s
only job, really, is to write and
edit as needed. As the sophomore,
the junior trains the sophomore
on what to expect as the Assis-
tant Managing Editor, which is
the position assigned to the junior
writer. The junior writer gives the
sophomore instruction on what
the new expectations are when
the second year is completed, and
up the writer goes. The Assistant
Managing Editor finds himself or
herself quite busy, working closely
with the senior writer. Once a
writer has finished junior year,
they become the Managing Editor
of the paper—a role that the grad-
uating writer should be preparing
them for throughout the spring
semester. As the graduate writer,
I have tried to prepare Claire as
much as possible for this position,
and have sent her tips, reminders,
and short lists of expectations and
instructions.

As has been the case for me and
a graduate writer, Emmy, above
me, graduating early made our
tracks a little out of the ordinary.
Similarly, Claire hasnt necessar-
ily “followed” the usual four-year
structure. Her original position on
the team was the Arts writer, and
she became a writer for FYATM
as various writers shifted around
their graduation timelines. Claire’s
eye for beauty and poetry made
her a great candidate for the Arts
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column, but her excellence in
journalism and creative writing
made it apparent to us that she
would thrive in the FYATM posi-
tion. And she has not only met
but exceeded expectations in her
roles at the News-Journal.

As the Assistant Man-
aging Editor, Claire was always
punctual—with everything. It
was her responsibility to sched-
ule our monthly meetings as a
team; the monthly meetings have
a very narrow window in which
they need to happen at the begin-
ning of each month. Despite the
wildly different schedules of seven
college students, Claire found a
time that worked for everyone,
and made the meetings well in
advance. At the meetings, Claire
was the one who had her com-
puter out, taking notes on what
the leaders had to say, and on what
we could improve on as a team.
She wrote down every prompt
idea, every follow-up question she
and I would have for Mike or par-
ticular writers, and had the bud-
get email ready to go right after
the meeting. That way, the writ-
ers could receive their prompts
as soon as possible, so they had
plenty of time to get their articles
done before the deadline.

I could also always count on her
to be the first to submit her arti-
cles to me—sometimes within a
day of the prompts going out.
Her skills at time managing never
cease to amaze me, even when
I’'m just thinking back on them.
During this past school year, I
would mosey into the café at the
Mount to get my morning cof-
fee at an “early” 8:30 a.m., and
would see Claire at a booth with
her computer, notebook, and cof-
fee all around her. At that point
in the morning, she would have
been up for at least two hours
already, have gone for her sun-
rise walk with a friend, and have
finished much of her homework.
She and I would have a brief chat
about News-Journal updates and
where we were with writing, and
then she would go right to work.
It would be no surprise for me to

receive an email from her with at

least two completed articles before
noon. And each one would be
thoughtfully written, as if she had
been musing on the topic for the
past several weeks and finally sat
down to write it.

And that is one of my favorite
things about Claire, an aspect |
am sure you as readers have also
noticed: Claire puts so much care
into the person in front of her, and
so much care into every sentence
she writes. Her love of poetry
echoes through her prose, as each
sentence has an air of story behind
it. I love the enthusiasm she brings
to each prompt, to each feature
article, and to each interview she

hosts for an article. I am sure she
will continue to bring the won-
der she has for the world every-
where she goes—and for now, she
is going into this role as the new
Managing Editor.

Claire has not only been a fan-
tastic and dependable coworker
for me, on whom [ could always
count—she has also been a won-
derful friend. I am grateful for the
opportunity I had this past year
to work with her, and am so glad
that she is the one who I am hand-
ing on this beloved role to. Trust
me when [ say it, the Woods-
boro-Walkersville
is in good hands with Claire Doll!
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Words From Winterbilt

Beyond the “Twilight Zone”

Shannon Bohrer

Our diversity of beliefs in our

political environment can at
times appear incompatible and often
antagonistic. Describing these dif-
ferences as confusing is an under-
statement. The old science fiction
television show;, “The Twilight Zone,”
was more understandable. The use
of words like “Woke” and “Antifa,”
with different meanings, rather than
the normally ascribed meanings,
does not make sense. Who decided
the unconventional meanings that
seems nonsensical, and why? Each
side is entrenched with the belief that
they are correct in their actions and
beliefs while the other side — is incor-
rect and/or maybe just uninformed.

Any attempt to inform and edu-
cate the other side about one’s beliefs
is hindered before it starts. For com-
munication to exist, there needs
to be some common understand-
ing of words and facts. If one does
not believe in science and the advo-
cacy and benefits of inoculations
that can save lives, how can a conver-
sation exist around the science of a
pandemic? Global warming is real,
but only if you believe in science.
There was and is only one side to the
WWII holocaust.

Of importance, to communicate
there needs to be an understand-
ing of the definition of words. Even
the term “alternative facts” which

now has a place in our vocabulary,
is confusing. Words that were in use
with common definitions are now
questionable. The word “Woke”
is a good example. Woke, when
used as an adjective means “alert to
and concerned about social injus-
tice and discrimination.” According
to the Oxford Learner’s Dictionary,
woke is “aware of social and politi-
cal issues, especially racism.” Another
meaning would be that if one is woke
- they are awake and aware.

However, the word Woke, is often
used in a derogatory, or disparaging
mannet, describing people that “are
too easily upset about these issues,
or talk too much about them in a
way that does not change anything.”
Governor Ron DeSantis, the gover-
nor of Florida, signed into law the
“Individual Freedom Act,” which
forbids the teaching of racism, dis-
crimination, or even white male
privilege. Accordingly in Florida, the
act is often referred to as the “Stop
Woke Act,” because woke has a con-
notation of “Wrong to our Kids and
Employees.” I could not find that
definition in any acceptable refer-
ences.

When Governor DeSantis signed
the “Individual Freedom Act,” into
law, the law did not add or even pro-
tect any freedoms, instead the law
limited freedoms in education. The
use of the word “Freedom” in a law
that imposes regulation on what can

be taught, is an oxymoron. The gov-
ernor also wrote a book entitled “The
Courage to be Free.” In the book, he
talks about a “post constitutional
order,” because of overreach by the
government. What is a post consti-
tutional order? Does he want to do
away with our constitution? Maybe
we could agree that the “Individ-
ual Freedom Act” and the “Cour-
age to be Free” are contradictions of
the word “freedom.” The Individ-
ual Freedom Act seems like an over-
reach of government. Of course, to
understand this one must be aware,
or woke.

Another confusing word is
“Antifa.” For many the connotation
of antifa is that groups of individuals
that lean far left and have anarchist
tendencies. When the
tion took place at the Capital, many

insurrec-

described the insurrections as mem-
bers of Antifa. The right leaning
news outlets, conveyed the theme
that undercover members of the
FBI, fomented the insurrection with
the help of Antifa. The premise that
the insurrection was the work of FBI
informants’ and people that identify
as Antifa, was short lived. With the
numerous investigations, the con-
gressional hearing and with over one
thousand individuals charged, none
were reported as antifa.

The real definition of Antifa is “a
person or group actively opposing
fascism.” The word antifa is an abbre-
viation of the German word “antifas-
chistish.” There were Germans and

others that opposed Hitlers fascist
government. Fascist governments
limit the freedoms of the populace
and are run by dictators and auto-
crats. Fascism was and continues to
be an enemy of Democracy.

My father in-law was in Paton’s
third army in WWII, fighting fas-
cism. He was in an infantry unit
and marched into Germany. My
father was flying B-25s in the 5th
United States Army Air Force in
WWII, also fighting fascism. Both
men were not just fighting fascism,
they were defending our democ-
racy, and they were antifaschistish.
Why would anyone disparage some-
one that identifies as antifa, someone
that is against fascism and believes in
democracy? That is confusing, unless
they believe a dictatorial government
is preferable to a democracy?

Back to the January 6th insurrec-
tion when it was reported that many
of the insurrections were Antifa and
were led by FBI undercover officers.
With this belief, the insurrection was
vilified by segments of the national
media, and the insurrection was a
crime. However, after it was deter-
mined, that the FBI did not plan the
insurrection and none of the over
one thousand persons charged in
the insurrection identified as antifa,
the perception of the event changed.
Now the same radical news casts
are portraying it as a normal tourist
visit, with just a few radicals causing
minor trouble.

A disturbing fact, the new-por-
trayed image of the non-antifa per-
sons charged with their involvement

in the January 6th insurrection has
morphed into patriotism. Many
of the same media outlets that vili-
fied the insurrections, when it was
believed they were antifa, now refer
the those charged as patriots. Many
current and former elected officials
have called for pardons for many
of those convicted. There are even
a few presidental candidates that
have indicated that they may issue
pardons if elected. It does not make
sense that if the insurrections were
members of Antifa, they should be
charged with crimes. But if they were
not Antifa, they magically become
patriots. Again, the “The Twilight
Zone,” was more sensical.

When laws are passed and the
word free or freedom is used, it often
denotes some limitations on our free-
doms. Educational freedoms have
been curtailed, as to what courses can
be taught. Books have been banned,
limiting what people can read and
women’s health has been limited. In
some states, doctors are hesitant to
even perform accepted medical pro-
cedures on women, for fear of being
arrested. And yet, mavny of the pro-
cedures are needed to save a life.

Ask yourself, why would anyone
want to pass laws that reduce or even
eliminate our freedoms? Of course,
why would anyone not want to be
woke, or aware, that democracy is
preferred to fascism. These are con-
fusing times.

1o read past editions of Words From
Winterbilt, visit the Authors section of
Walkersville.net.

The Bulwark

The GOP is not taking Trump’s indictment well

Bill Lueders

Donald Trump is the victim of his
OWI SUCCESS.

At least, thats the take House
Speaker Kevin McCarthy offered in
response to news that the former and
would-be next president faces a third
criminal indictment, this time for try-
ing to end American democracy by
plotting to steal an election and stirring
up a mob to assist.

“If you noticed recendy, President
Trump went up in the polls and was
actually surpassing President Biden
for reelection,” McCarthy told report-
ers on Tuesday as the news broke that
Special Counsel Jack Smith had noti-
fied Trump he was a target of possible
criminal prosecution. “So what do they
do now? Weaponize government to go
aftter their number-one opponent.”

McCarthy claimed this was some-
thing that has been happening “time
and time again” and ‘the American
public is tired of this. They want to
have, see equal justice and the idea that
they utilize this to go after those who
politically disagree with him is wrong,”

Think about that for a moment.
The man who said, in the immedi-
ate aftermath of the events of Janu-
ary 6, 2021, that “The president bears
responsibility for Wednesday’s attack
on Congress by mob rioters,” now dis-
misses an effort to hold him responsi-
ble as a purely political act driven by a
focus on the latest poll numbers.

Others within the GOP are singing
from the same hymnal.

“I¢s absolute bullshit,” said Rep.
Marjorie Taylor Greene of Georgia.
“Thats my reaction. This is the only
way that the Democrats have to beat
President Trump—is to arrest him,
smear him, charge him with ridiculous
charges, all in a cover-up of Joe Biden’s
crimes, Hunter Biden's crimes.”

Its important to keep tabs on what's
going on in the crazy MAGA world.
We learned that on January 6. Share
this article with someone who keeps an
eye out.

Greene added, unnecessarily, that
from this ignoble moment forward, “Tll
be standing with President Trump the
entire way.” She didnt specify the uld-
mate destination, but pretty clearly it will
involve retribution. As Greenes some-
times-contentious comrade in crazy; Rep.
Lauren Boebert of Colorado, expressed it
(after genuflecting at the altar of “DOJ is
weaponized”), “President Trump will be
re-elected in 2024 and I look forward to
helping him gut the Deep State”

Rep. Ronny Jackson of Texas
tweeted a similar sentiment, with
lots of exclamation points: “STAND
WITH TRUMP! STAND WITH
TRUMP! Democrats KNOW they
cant beat Trump in 2024, so they've
weaponized the FBI YET AGAIN
to try to take him down. These peo-
ple will deeply regret this when Trump
is BACK in the White House!!” Will
they ever!!

Meanwhile, Rep. Matt Gaetz of
Florida signaled that he has no inten-
tion of waiting for the next election to
bring out the long knives. “BREAK-
ING: I will be introducing legisla-
tion to DEFUND Jack Smith’s witch
hunt against President Trump,” Gaetz
declared in a tweet. “They are attack-
ing our democracy and engaging in
election interference right now. The
United States Congess has the capa-
bility to stop this election interference,
and we must act immediately!”

There is nothing unusual about these
reactions. The MAGA crowd flocks to
them reflexively. The filing of criminal
charges against Trump—for falsifying
business records, mishandling dassified
documents, attempting a coup and, to
come, pressuring officials in Georgia to
fabricate election results—corroborates
their warped perception of Trump as a
victim. It draws them to him even more.

Chris Lehmann, writing in the
Nation, put it well: “Far from being
defeated by subpoenas and indict-
ments, the Trump movement draws
an endlessly renewable sense of righ-
teous retribution from the fable of its
own persecution.”

As this maelsttom raged, the
responses to the impending charges
from Trumps rivals for the Republi-
can nomination for president ran the
gamut from stern finger-shaking to
outright bootlicking.

The harshest reaction so far seems
to come from former Arkansas Gov-
ernor Asa Hutchinson, who dedlared:
“T have said from the beginning that
Donald Trumpss actions on January 6
should disqualify him from ever being

president again.” Hutchinson, who in
the latest Morning Consult poll was
weighing in at 0 percent, found it “dis-
appointing” that the former president
“refused” to abandon his campaign.

Thats telling him.

Former South Carolina Governor
Nikki Haley brushed off the matter as
a “distraction” while drawing the notice
of the New York Times for not repeating
what she said last month when Trump
was indicted for hoarding top secret
docs about “prosecutorial overreach,
double standards and vendetta politics.”
That apparently represents a sea change
in her willingness to go after Trump.

Know someone who may have for-
gotten how nutty the MAGA right is?
Why not remind them?

Meanwhile, the intrepid Ron
DeSantis, governor of Florida, strad-
dled the fence, saying any charges
would be “an attempt to criminalize
politics and to try to criminalize differ-
ences,” while also clucking that Trump
should have “come out more force-
fully” to stop the supporters he incited
into attacking the Capitol.

And Chris Christie, the former gov-
emor of New Jersey who has posi-
tioned himself as the one GOP
candidate in the race willing to say an
unkind word about Trump, tweeted
that he was waiting to see the indict-
ment before commenting on the case,
but said it wanted to be clear that “his
conduct on January 6th proves he
doesnt care about our country & our
Constitution.”

This prompted a commenter on
Truth Social to write: “Go away fat
boy! No one can stand your false bra-

vado! You have no chance of ever being
elected president! Your lack of interest
in the rigged election proves that you
dort care about our Republic and our
Constitution.”

Sen. Tim Scott of South Carolina, in
turn, used the opportunity to remind
the natdon of just how vast that total-
itarfian police state has become under
Joe “Das Boot” Biden. “It doesnt stop
there,” Scott told Fox News, referring
to Trumps likely indictment. “It also
indludes parents who show up at school
board meetings. They're labeled domes-
tic terrorists. We see folks who are pro-
life activists, SWAT teams come into
their homes guns drawn.” He promised
to make this constant crushing govern-
ment repression go away.

But the award for pusillanimity
goes, as it so often the case, to former
Vice President Mike Pence, whom
Trump targeted for execution on Jan-
uary 6. “I believe that history will hold
him to account for his actions that
day;” Pence told NewsNation, adding
that the judgment should be delivered
by voters and not prosecutors.

“T hope it doesnt come to that”
Pence said about a possible indictment.
“Tm not convinced that the president
acting on bad advice of a group of
crank lawyers that came into the White
House in the days before January 6 is
actually criminal.”

And so the party of Lincoln slithers
onward, terrified of the power of Don-

ald Trump.

1o read past editions of The Bulk-
wark, visit the Authors section of
Walkersville. net.
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Why can’t the Democrats
be more moderate?

Jonathan V. Last

e got the inflation numbers

last week and—spoiler—
they continue to be encouraging.
Inflation is down to the lowest rate
in two years and the pace of decel-
eration is slightly faster than was
expected.

So weve got inflation waning,
strong employment, the Dow very
strong—everything suggests a soft
landing.

And yet, sure as 'm sitting here,
I know that we'll spend the next 6
months hearing voters talk about
how out of control inflation is,
and how bad the economy is, and
why theyre open to Trump 2024.
Because the economy was so good
under Trump!

I have given up trying to argue
with these people. Their feelings
don’t care about your facts.

But there is a fundamental asym-
metry that [ want to talk about. Not
because we can fix it. No. This is a
pure rant. I need to get it off my
chest.

So buckle your chin strap and
let’s go.

How many times have you
heard people talk about how
“good” “the economy” was under
Donald Trump? If my ‘best friend
forever © Sarah Longwell had a
nickel for every time she’s heard
that from voters in her focus
groups, shed own a boat.

But what do people mean by
tha? The economy sure as shit
wasn't good in November of 2020
the Dow was at 28,323, today its
at 34,347 —a 21% increase. Mean-

while unemployment in November
2020 was 6.7%, today it is at 4%, a
drop of 40%.

For both of those metrics, the sit-
uation today is much better than it
was on FElection Day 2020.

So the reality is that the economy
was good under Trump—unil it
wasn't. The last year of his admin-
istration was an economic horror
show.

Yet somehow voters give him a
pass for that. They only consider
“the economy under Trump” to be
the nice parts. How does that work?

The conventional wisdom in pol-
itics is that voters only care about
the last thing they saw. Americans
are a “what have you done for me
lately” people.

Yet when it comes to Trump’s
economy, that iron law doesnt hold.
They give Trump a pass on the last
thing they saw from him. Why?

The answer, I suppose, is that vot-
ers have a sophisticated view of cau-
sality? They recognize that the final
year of Trump’s presidency involved
a global pandemic and that this
event created economic havoc.

But this doesnt quite
either—because they arent sophis-
ticated enough to also assign blame
to Trump for the extent to which his
very bad handling of the pandemic
contributed to the economic crisis.

Sigh.

Then we get to Joe Biden’s ten-

scan

ure and during his first year in
office, the economy was great. It
was only in year two that infla-
tion took off and overtook wage
growth, creating some real hard-
ships for people. But so far in year
three, things are looking good.
Inflation is waning. Real wage
growth is positive again—and
the biggest gains are at the lower
income levels—meaning that
income inequality is down.

As Eric Levitz puts it:

“America’s unemployment rate
is hovering at historic lows. The
percentage of prime-age Amer-
icans in the labor force is higher
than it's been since the 2008
Thanks

abundance of employment oppor-

financial crisis. to an

tunities, lower-income workers
have recovered roughly 25 percent
of the increase in wage inequal-
ity that accrued between Ronald
Reagan’s election and Joe Biden’s.
Inflation is falling. A gallon of gas-
oline costs roughly 30 percent less
than it did one year ago.

“One popular gauge of the
economy’s strength is the “misery
index,” which simply adds together
the unemployment and inflation
rates. That index is lower now than
its been during 83 percent of all
months since 1978.

“Meanwhile, Joe Bidens plans
for increasing manufacturing
employment and investment in
the United States are going swim-
mingly. Manufacturing-plant con-
struction has doubled since the
end of 2021, and real spending on
the forms of manufacturing most
incentivized by the president’s
CHIPS law and Inflation Reduc-
tion Act — computer, electronics,
and electrical production — has
nearly quadrupled over the past
year. To no small extent, Biden has
delivered what Trump only prom-
ised: Foreign leaders are fuming as
the president’s subsidies persuade
overseas firms to shift production
to the United States.

“At the same time, the presi-
dent’s policies have lowered pre-
scription-drug costs for seniors and
health-insurance ~ premiums ~ for
those who purchase coverage over
the individual market.”

In sum: Voters think that the
“real” Trump economy was only

the time period when things were
good, from 2017 to 2019. They
have a nuanced understanding of
why the economy got bad in 2020.
And instead of judging Trump by
“what have you done for me lately,”
they are willing to judge him by his
best days rather than his most recent
days.

Yet these same voters also think
that the “real” Biden economy was
2022. 'They ignore the very good
economy of 2021 and the pretty
good economy that we are in right
now. Instead, they focus exclu-
sively on the period of his admin-
istration where inflation was a
problem. And all of that sophisti-
cation which allows them to alibi
Trump’s 2020 disappears when it
comes to Biden’s 2022. These peo-
ple have no earthly idea where the
inflation came from—they simply
blame Biden for it. And then they
act as though that limited period is

still reality, even though all of the
objective indicators are pointing
the other way.

And not only the indicators!
These same people are seeing a good
economy in their own lived experi-
ences.

How do we know that? Look at
all the Republican governors won
reelection in 2022 by bragging
about how great the economies
were in their states!

These Republicans ran—success-
fully!

On how Joe Biden’s economy was
treating their constituents!

In the real world!

Look, I dont know what to do
about any of this. I just had to share
my pain.

People are the worst.

10 read past editions of The Triadt,
visit the Authors section of Walkers-
ville.net.

Good Day,

2023 storm of confusion

Dorothea Mordan

<« Dorothea we have a problem.”

said the voice of Beloved Fam-
ily Member on the phone at 8:30
p-m. on a Thursday. He and his wife,
Mr. and Mrs. B, were in a state.

That morning a pulsing image
appeared on Mrs. Bs computer
warning that there were attacks on
their network. All files, photos and
identity were at risk. If you close this
window all is at risk. Every word cho-
sen for maximum urgency. You must
call Our Super Duper Support Team
immediately! A Toll Free phone
number was displayed.

Nameless Scammer had a way to
connect with their fears and pull
their human strings of responsibil-
ity. Now they would Make. That.
Call. Instantly, they were in con-
versation over the phone and inter-
net. Recognizing a fish on the hook
Nameless revealed a
name. Jennifer. Jennifer would save
them from certain doom, finan-
cial ruin and identity theft. If they
helped her maybe they could save

Scammer

some other people too.
Ifs us and them. I alone am on
your side...believe me. Scammer

Neighbor

explained to Mr. B that the FBI and
Federal Trade
working with the Scammer’s team
to catch and prosecute the band of
internet thieves who were threaten-

Commission were

ing Internet users all over America.

But we need your help Mr. B! Our
work can only succeed with personal
funds. We can't use public, govern-
ment funds for this very important
work.

“This is the problem, Dorothea.”
Mr. B said. “ I sent a big cashier’s
check overnight by FedEx.”

Seconds pass while my dropped
jaw and sunken heart get back into
position.

“Do you have a tracking num-
ber?” T ask.

“Yes, its...” Mr. B, retired from
a career as an attorney, had lifelong
habits of collecting information.

My husband called FedEx on his
phone, and was told the delivery
could be stopped. Eureka! We all said
goodnight, and I would go to Mr. and
Mis. B's home the next morning.

[ arrived by 10 checked the track-
ing number online, only to find that
the package had been delivered at
9:41 a.m.

Another call to Fedex. While on
that call, since there is always another

cell phone in the room, I directed
Mr. B to call his bank to stop the
cashier’s check he had so diligently
procured the day before. This was
accomplished and confirmed by the
end of that day; a Friday.

For whatever reason—a lifetime
of mental discipline, trust in me, the
FedEx manager who asked him if
he really wanted to send that pack-
age (yes there are people with good
intentions and instincts around us
everyday)—the storm clouds parted
just enough for Mr. B to call me on
that Thursday night. Just in time to
stop a check before the weekend.

This event was a near disaster that
came in a series of bad turns at the
right moments. Both of this couple
use a computer daily; as almost every-
one on planet Earth seems to do.
Both of them have limited under-
standing of the power and connec-
tivity of all the computers that we
use. Each of them has one or more
health issues that can increase the
likelihood of user error at the com-
puter. This exact fake warning mes-
sage had flashed on their computer
months ago, and Mr. B had stopped
Mirs. B in the middle of that phone
call. They hung up, called me, and
we discussed such scams at length.
The short version, which every tech
savvy person tells to their not-tech-
savvy loved ones, is dont click on

anything, and dont call any num-
ber that pops up on your computer.
Get help from someone you know.
‘These warnings dont make sense to
some people because of the way they
think/process information, or have
had a change in cognitive ability.

On this day Mr. B had urinary
tract infection, and didnt know it
yet. He was on the verge of going
to his doctor, but scammer got his
attention first. In Mr. B’s condi-
tion, he probably had enough toxins
backed up in his system that he was
near or actually hallucinating. Scam-
mer got lucky because their mission
became real to Mr. B.

A perfect Storm of Confusion.

Scammers depend on finding
a muddled mind. When our clar-
ity kicks in, Scammers work on
our human nature, reminding us
to be too embarrassed to tell any-
one. Fear and embarrassment are
human reactions that con artists
bank on. Literally.

It's the same when our loved ones
are preyed upon by conspiracy the-
orists. The flimflammers and web
scammers.

Our loved ones can be taken for a
theory ride by anyone with an agenda
and the right tone of voice. It’s hard
enough for us who are mostly paying
attention, most of our lives. Imagine
the fog of being medicated, stressed,

or in cognitive decline. The fear of
what might happen is just as real as
an immediate threat.

The thing about getting a hook
into our brain is that the fear inspired
by believable maybes is a real emo-
tion. It can be internet danger or
political rivals. There’s not a lot of
distance between believing a con-
spiracy theory; and loving the hunt
for the kernel of truth in tall tales
told around a campfire. The oper-
ative word in conspiracy theory is
theory, not conspiracy. A theory
is just a guess that it could be true,
just believable enough that you pre-
pare for the worst. History is full of
people trying to scam for money or
power, nibbling away at our reason,
hoping to gain our confidence with
barely believable conspiracies.

My takeaway from this is gratitude
for being a person that Mr. and Mrs.
B trust. T'll listen even more carefully
regarding their health and online
safety. Now is a great time to remem-
ber the buddy system we all learned
as kids. Listen to each other, watch
out for each other, and work as a
team with family, friends and neigh-
bors. A great life lesson for weather-
ing any of life’s storms.

1o learn more about Woodsboros own
Dorothea, visit ber site at chandlerde-
signslimited.com.
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PASTOR’S DESK

A tale of two Marys

Fr. Timothy Barkley,
St. James Orthodox Christian Church

I ong ago, two women were born
into this sin-filled and fallen world.

Both were named “Mary,” and both
entered the Kingdom of God, but their
roads to the heavenly kingdom were
radically different.

One, born as an answer to her barren
parents’ prayers, was raised in a devout
Jewish houschold unl the age of three,
when she was taken w the Temple in
Jerusalem and given to God, the fullest
flowering of faithful Isracl. She grew up
in the Holy of Holies, and never deviated
from her devotion to the God whom she
loved and served. Although bearing and
struggling against the same sin nature as
all of us, she never once debased herself
to fulfill her animal appetites. Her love
for God blazed in her white-hot, and
because of that love she found the disor-
der of the passions revolting,

As a young teen, she was given to
Joseph, a God-fearing widower with
children, to be protected in her virginity
and chastity. Joseph, an old man, gave
Mary a home and supported her. His
love for her was strong, but pure and

godly: She was beautiful beyond telling,

and gracious and good, but never once
did he give in to temptation to have
his way with her. His strength was her
earthly anchor as she grew into a young
woman.

In her mid-teens, the angel Gabriel,
who had brought her the words of God
and sustained her during her life in
the Temple, came to her in the home
of Joseph to bring her a new word of
God, the Word of God incarnate. His
annundiation to her of the saving love of
God to take flesh in her was welcomed
by her: “Behold, the handmaid of the
Lord. Let it be to me according to your
word.” And the Holy Spirit descended
on her: the Word of God became flesh
in her womb, the eternal becoming in
time, the uncircumscribable being cir-
cumscribed in her womb, the tran-
scendent God becoming immanent,
the unknowable God being known to
mankind, the divine life taking human
life from her.

Without suffering the sin-borne
pain of childbirth, Mary bore the eter-
nal God as a newborn babe, suck-
led the God who feeds all flesh, gazing
into the eyes of the One on whom the
angels dare not gaze, providing intimate
earthly infant necessities to the one who
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provides for all things. And yet, in her
humility; sharing nothing of what she
knew: that she was the mother of God.
She held these things in her heart and
pondered them before the God whom
she held in her arms. Hers is the divine
life lived by God's grace through the gift
of faith, in a fallen wotld. She is not an
exception; she is our example.

The other Mary was born in Egypt,
the place of slavery to sin, and ran away
from home in her early teens to live a life
of unrestrained sexual immorality. She
delighted in every form of debauchery
and perversion. She went out of her way
to ensnare the virtuous and use them
for her sin-filled pleasure. She lived this
way for seventeen years, “a fire of public
debauch [with] an insatiable desire and
an irrepressible passion for lying in filth,”
as she related. She traveled to Jerusalem
to continue her life of riotous sensuality,
seducing and corrupting all in her path.

It was there that she came face to face
with the other Mary. The passions col-
lided with purity; and repentance flow-
ered. On the day of the Exaltation of the
Cross, Mary of the passions sought to
join the throng venerating the precious
and life-giving Cross, seeking to enter the
Church where the Cross was held up for
the people to see and for them to offer rel-
ative worship — not the absolute worship
due only to God himself; but the vener-
ation due the revelation of his self-gjving,

In the mercy of God, the Mary of the
passions found herself unable to enter
the church where the precious wood
of the Cross was being venerated. Try
as she might, she was prevented from
crossing the threshold by an invisible
force. She found herself standing on
the porch of the Church, exhausted
from exertion, and “the word of sal-
vation genty touched the eyes of my
heart,” as she related, “and revealed to
me that it was my undean life which
barred the entrance to me.” She wept.
She lifted her eyes, and her eyes met the
eyes of the mother of God present in her

) A Y
holy icon; she began the long process
of repentance, changing her mind and
changing her ways. She asked for the
intercession of the Mary of purity, vow-
ing to do whatever she was commanded
after worshiping the Holy Cross. Her
nascent repentance unbarred the door
of the Church to her. She was allowed
to enter the Church, venerate the Cross,
and kiss the very earth that was the floor
of the Church.

Leaving the Church, she stood before
the mother of God and heard these
words: “If you cross the Jordan, you will
find glorious rest” Mary fulfilled her
vow. Leaving Jerusalem and crossing
the Jordan River, she lived in the des-
ert in repentance for forty-seven ardu-
ous years. Deep-rooted passions require
drastic countermeasures. Her repen-
tance was radical and complete. She
gave no consideration to the demands
of her flesh, refusing to pander to her
passions. She sought only to lay a foun-
dation of new-found purity and on that
foundation build herself into a temple
for the Holy Spirit.

God accepted the repentance of
the passionate one, as she uprooted
the passions and passionately pursued
the divine life. Her profound prayers
inscribed on her soul the image of God,
and so filled her with the divine, ineffa-
ble and uncreate Light that she walked
on the waters of the Jordan and was

lifted in the air as she interceded for the
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world. From darkness she was trans-

lated into Gods marvelous light (I Pet.
2:9) and became a creature of light. This
Mary is also our example.

Gods grace does not extend only to
the pure and perfect. God extends his
energy — his love — to all, at every time
and in every place, in every circum-
stance. You do not need to earn Gods
love — you cannot — and you neednt
— you cant — perfect yourself before he
will give himself to you. He is calling
you, as he called Mary on the porch of
the Church. He didn wait for her to
repent. His grace barred the door of the
Church to her not out of condemna-
tion, but out of mercy, that she should
hear his voice; his word of salvation filled
her heart before she repented and led to
her repentance.

Wherever you find yourself, right
now, God’s word of salvation is entering
your heart. Will all of us answer the call
to repent, to change our way of life, to
repent radically and completely; to stop
pandering to the passions, to give our
flesh — that part of us that is in rebellion
against God — no respite and no mercy?
Will be build ourselves into a temple of
the Holy Spiri¢ Will we venerate the
precious and life-giving Cross of Christ,
and follow the footsteps of both Marys
into the Kingdom of heaven?

Each of them, like each of us, was free
to choose. Will we choose life or death,
the Kingdom of Heaven or the king-
dom of darkness? There is no middle
way, no tertium quid, no escaping this
choice. This day, this instant, choose
which kingdom you will enter and in
which kingdom you will remain. If
we do not daily, moment by moment,
choose the Kingdom of God, we
remain in the kingdom of darkness.
The way of life and the way of death lie
before us. “Choose you this day whom
youwil serve ...”

16 learn more about St. James Orthodox
Christian Church visit them on-line at
wwwistiamesorthodexchurch.org or better

yet, join them for Sunday service!
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THE BOOK OF DAYS

London Brldge

n the day when William IV and

Queen Adelaide opened New
London Bridge (August 1, 1831), the
vitality of the old bridge may be said to
have ceased; a bridge which had had
more commerce under and over it per-
haps than any other in the world. Eight
centuries at least had elapsed since the
commencement of that bridge-traffic.

There were three or four bridges
of wood successively built at this spot
before 1176 A.D., in which year the
stone structure was commenced; and
this was the veritable ‘Old London
Bridge,” which served the citizens for
more than six hundred and fifty years.
A curious fabric it was, containing an
immense quantity of stone arches of
various shapes and sizes, piers so bulky
as to render the navigation between
them very dangerous, and (until 1754)
a row of buildings a-top.

The bridge suffered by fire in 1212,
again in 1666, and again in 1683. So
many were the evils which accumu-
lated upon, around, and under it, that
a new bridge was resolved upon in
1823 —against strong opposition on
the part of the corporation. John Ren-
nie furnished the plans, and his son,
Sir John, carried them out. The foun-
dation-stone was laid in 1825 by the
Duke of York and the lord mayor; and
the bridge took six years in building,
The cost, with the approaches at both
ends, was not less than two millions
sterling, and was defrayed by a partic-
ular application of the coal-tax. The
ceremonial attending the opening, on
the Ist of August 1831, comprised the
usual routine of flags, music, proces-
sion, addresses, speeches, &c. The old
bridge finally disappeared towards the

Dale Clabaugh, Agent

23 E. Frederick St.,
Walkersville
301-898-7088
dale.clabaugh.bvsr@statefarm.com
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end of 1832; and then began in ear-
nest the career of that noble structure,
the new bridge, which. is now crossed
every day by a number of persons equal
to the whole population of some of our
largest manufacturing towns.

Stricty, the Old London Bridge, for
a water-way of 900 feet, had eighteen
solid stone piers, varying from 25 to
34 feet in thickness; thus confining the
flow of the river within less than half
its natural channel. That this arose sim-
ply from bad engineering, is very prob-
able; but it admitted of huge blocks of
building being placed on the bridge,
with only a few inter-spaces, from one
end to the other.

These formed houses of four sto-
ries in height, spanning across the
passage-way for traffic, most of
which was, of course, as dark as a
railway - tunnel. Nestling about
the basement-floors of these build-
ings were shops, some of which, as
we learn from old title-pages, were
devoted to the business of book-
selling and publishing. It is obvious
that the inhabitants of these dwell-
ings must have been sadly pent up
and confined; it would be, above all,
a miserable field for infant life; yet
nothing can be more certain than
that they were packed with people
as full as they could hold. About the
centre, on a pier larger that the rest,
was reared a chapel, of Gothic archi-
tecture of the twelfth century, 60
feet by 20, and of two floors, dedi-
cated to St. Thomas of Canterbury,
and styled St. Peter’s of the Bridge; a
strange site, one would think, for an
edifice of that sacred character, and
yet we are assured that to rear reli-
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gious houses upon bridges was by
no means an uncommon practice in
medieval times.

Traitor’s gate, Old London Bridgeln
the earlier days of London Bridge, the
gate at the end towards the city was
that on which the heads of executed
traitors were exhibited; but in the reign
of Elizabeth, this grisly show was trans-
ferred to the gate at the Southwark
end, which consequently became rec-
ognised as the TRAITORS GATE.
A representation of this gate, with the
row of heads above it, is here given,
mainly as it appears in Vischers View
of London (seventeenth century).

There was one dear space upon

4 the bridge, of such extent that it was

deemed a proper place for joustings or
tournaments; and here, on St. George's
Day 1390, was performed a dlting of
extraordinary character. John de Wells,
the English ambassador in Scotland,
having boasted of the prowess of his
countrymen at the Scottish court, a
famous knight of that country, David
Lindsay, Earl of Crawford, offered to
put all questions on that point to trial
by a combat on London Bridge. He
was enabled by a royal safe-conduct
to travel to London with a retinue of
twenty-nine persons. The ground was
duly prepared, and a great concourse of
spectators took possession of the adja-
cent houses. To follow the narrative of
Hector Baece:

“The signal being given, tearing
their barbed horses with their spurs,
they rushed hastly together, with a
mighty force, and with square-ground
spears, to the conflict. Neither party
was moved by the vehement impulse
and breaking of the spears; so that the
common people affected to cry out
that David was bound to the saddle of
his horse, contrary to the law of arms,
because he sat unmoved amidst the
splintering of the lances on his helmet
and visage.

When Earl David heard this, he
presently leaped off his charger, and
then as quickly vaulted again upon
his back without any assistance; and,
taking a second hasty course, the
spears were a second time shivered
by the shock, through their burning
desire to conquer.

And nowa third time were these val-
orous enemies stretched out and run-
ning together; but then the English
knight was cast down breathless to the
earth, with great sounds of mourn-
ing from his countrymen that he
was killed. Earl David, when victory
appeared, hastened to leap suddenly to
the ground; for he had fought without
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anger, and but for glory, that he might
shew himself to be the strongest of the
champions, and casting himself upon
Lord Wells, tenderly embraced him
until he revived, and the surgeon came
to attend him. Nor, after this, did he
omit one day to visit him in the gen-
test manner during his sickness, even
like the most courteous compan-
ion. He remained in England three
months, by the king’s desire, and there
was not one person of nobility who

was not well affected towards him.”

William Wallace

Auguse23

Edward I of England having by craft
and violence taken military posses-
sion of Scotland; the chief nobles of
the land having submitted to him; it
was left to a young gendeman of Ren-
frew-shire, the celebrated William Wal-
lace, to stand forth in defence of the
expiring liberties of his country. He
was, in some respects, well fitted to be
a guerilla chief, being of lofty stature
and hardy frame, patient of fatigue and
hardship, frank in his manners, and lib-
eral to his associates, while at the same
time of sound judgment and a lover of
truth and justice.

The natural ascendancy of such
qualities quickly put him at the head
of large, though irregular forces, and
he won an important victory at Stir-
ling over some of Edward’s principal
officers (Sept. 11th, 1297). A month
later, he and Andrew of Moray are
found, under the title of Daces exer-
citus regni Scotia, administering in
national affairs—sending two eminent
merchants to negotiate with the two
Muse towns of Lubeck and Hamburg,

Next year, in a public document,
Wallace appears by himself under the
tide of Custos regni Scotia. During
this interval of authority, acting upon
a cruel though perhaps unavoidable
policy, he executed a complete devas-
tation of the three northern counties

of England, leaving them a mere wil-
derness. Edward led an army against
him in person, and gaining a victory
over him at Falkirk (July 22nd, 1298),
dispersed his forces, and put an end to
his power.

While most of the considerable men
submitted to the English monarch,
Wallace proceeded to France, to make
interest with its king, Philip the Fair,
in behalf of Scotland. Philip gave him
some encouragement, and furnished
him (chis fact has only of late become
known) with a letter of recommen-
dation to the pope. Afterwards, being
glad to make peace with Edward for
the sake of the recovery of his author-
ity over Flanders, Philip entered into an
agreement to deliver up the ex-gover-
nor of Scotland to his enemy. The fact,
however, was not accomplished, and
Wallace was able to return to his own
country. Being there betrayed by Sir
John Monteith into the hands of the
English, he was led to London; sub-
jected to a mock-trial at Westminster,
as if he had been a traitor to his sov-
ereign Edward I; and, on the 23rd of
August 1305, put to a cruel death on
Smithfield.

The Scottish people have ever since
cherished the memory of Wallace as the
assertor of the liberties of their coun-
try—their great and ill-requited chief.
What Tell is to the Swiss, and Wash-
ington to the Americans, Wallace is to
them. It is true that he had litde or no
mercy for the English who fell into his
hands, and that he ravaged the north of
England. If, however, the English put
themselves into the position of robbers
and oppressors in a country which did
not belong to them, they were scarcely
entitled to much mercy; and, certainly,
at a time so rude as the close of the
thirteenth century, they were not very
likely to receive it.

10 read other selections from the Book of
Days visit www.thebookofeays.com.
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ECOLOGY

If a tree falls in the forest...

Amanda Markle
Strawberry Hill Nature Preserve

.. should we clean it up?

awake to thunder. Flashes of

lightning light up my room as
a powerful thunderstorm rolls in
and rain pelts the roof. I count the
time between flashes and the roll-
ing booms that follow. Ten seconds;
about two miles away. Three seconds;
less than a mile now. It thrilling to
listen to; one of my favorite parts of
summer. In the back of my mind,
however, I'm listening closely to the
wind, and the clatter of branches as
they begin to fall out of trees, won-
dering just how much destructon
will await outside after this storm.

The next morning, I arrive to work
at Strawberry Hill, an environmen-
tal education center in Fairfield with
over thirty acres of wooded land, and
start to assess the damage. An enor-
mous branch from a maple tree next
to our office is in the yard but hasnt
hit anything. A large fallen branch
stuck on top of our bathrooms luck-
ily missed all the windows and is
quickly cleaned up. Then it’s time to
walk the trails. Huge piles of leaf litter
and debris lay in snaking lines down
the trails. Gravel and small rocks are
upturned; all signs that water must
have rushed in and washed through
quickly, but only a few trees have
fallen, and none directly on the trail.
A relief: clean-up from this storm
will be nothing more than moving a
few branches and cleaning up some
leaves, but that’s often not the case.
Fallen trees and branches are a con-

stant challenge for anyone managing
a mature wooded area. Already this
summer we've had several large trees
fall on our trails, and it will certainly
happen again. When the inevitable
does happen, what do we do?

Tree falls happen for all sorts of
reasons. Dead trees dry and crum-
ble, become riddled with holes from
bugs, birds, and animals secking shel-
ter, and eventually fall away, some-
times in pieces, and sometimes all
at once. Ice in the winter can weigh
down branches and cause them to
snap and moisture in the soil freezing
and thawing can make roots unsta-
ble. In the spring and summer, trees
become top-heavy with leaves. The
hot, humid days of summer create
rapidly rising warm, moist air, forc-
ing cool air downwards to create
powerful wind gusts and thunder-
storms. Each leaf on a tree acts as its
own windcatcher, creating enormous
amounts of pushing force, at times
uprooting the entire plant.

There’s a certain sense of grief that
comes along with a fallen tree. The
ones that fall are often the largest and
oldest, the ones that have been a part
of the landscape for generations, and
their sudden absence is jarring. These
trees are homes to birds and mam-
mals, and their fall can leave babies
abandoned and homeless. And then
there is the mess. Fallen trees can take
up enormous amounts of space, and
for many people, are a complete eye-
sore. But as is the case with many
things in nature, what looks like a
disaster isnt only a loss. Fallen trees
are an essential part of any woodland
ecosystem, and in most cases, the
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best thing to do with them is noth-
ing atall.

A fallen tree immediately benefits
the forest around it. Tree falls create
the perfect shelter and hiding spots for
animals like snakes, chipmunks, and
birds. Trees that fall into water cre-
ate shady spots where fish congregate
and sunny resting places for turtles to
bask. Salamanders and snails find ref-
uge in the moist bark. A tree fall pro-
vides not only homes for the creatures
of the forest; it’s a feast as well. Insects
and fungj quickly move in and begin
to break down the newly fallen wood.
Their presence attracts spiders, and
millipedes, who in turn become food
for amphibians, birds, and eventually
snakes, raccoons, skunks, and other
animals. As the tree is slowly eaten
away; holes and hollows form, creat-
ing niches for nests and dens. Nutri-
ents from the tree are broken down
and slowly released back into the soil
to be used by other plants.

'The presence of a fallen tree can pro-
vide a myriad of opportunities to the
ecosystem, but the absence of a stand-
ing tree is just as advantageous. When
a tree falls in a heavily wooded area,
it opens up the canopy and brings a
flood of sunlight to the forest floor;
sometimes for the first time in gener-
ations. This sunlight brings a wave of
new growth to the understory. Plants
unable to survive in the shade flour-

A fallen tree immediately benefits the forest around it. It creates the perfect
shelter and hiding spots for animals and it’s a feast for insects as well.

tripping and fall hazards and make
new spots where erosion quickly
deteriorates a trail. And, as much as
we might like to see only the beauty

of a fallen tree and the new homes

ish in the newly created niche. Flow-
ers and shrubs begin to grow; and new
trees have a chance to become estab-
lished. Plants aren’ the only ones that
benefit from a gap in the tree cover.
The open space creates an easy hunt-
ing ground for birds of prey, who now
have a clear line of sight to potential
meals scurrying about below.

Tree falls are a natural, common,
and beneficial occurrence in yards,
forests, and any wooded area, and
from a naturalist standpoint, its best
to leave them where they fall. In
reality, thats not always an option
when humans are sharing that nat-
ural space. Dead trees and tree falls
can cause serious damage and safety
hazards when they are near build-
ings, trails, or heavily trafficked areas.
Fallen trees can block trails and make
them difficult to navigate. Uprooted

trees create holes that can make for

Bedbugs ~ [iﬂ.lﬂ_um&_ﬂ'
Family Owned & /‘,
Operated For Over J
25 Years!

AFFORDABLE
PEST CONTROL, INC.

“We EliminateYour Pests For Less”

Residential & Commercial Services
MDA Certified & Insured
WDI Real Estate Inspections
Termite Treatment / Warranty
Prompt, Friendly & Effective Service

Free Estimates ~ Military & Senior Discounts
License #26631 ~ Insured

Termites ~ m‘_“
Cockroaches ~ Crickets

301-845-0163

www.affordablepestcontroline.com

-~ GRUISE

TULIP TIME CR

} & BEER ENTHUSIASTS

‘*-l-"‘ MORE THAN JUSTCRUISES

TN A AL

I

e

APRIL 5 - 13, 2024!

Holland ¢ Belgium

2 Nights in Amsterdam
B Days from Amsterdam fo Amsterdam

This springfima river cruise gets undersay in Hollard's colorful capital of Amsterdam
This TOl-pear-ald city offers classic anchieclure, cafes and reslaunants b exphons
bedore embaning on your cruisa through Hedland and Balgium, FOr bear anthusiasts.
a Beer Export host lechures, beer tasting and food-and-beer parings!

and food sources it creates, leaving a
fallen tree sprawled across one’s yard
can be more of a mess than many
homeowners (or their neighbors) are
willing to tolerate.

Still, there is a balance to be found
in dealing with tree falls in spaces
where humans are using the land.
When a tree falls in a spot where it
blocks our trails, we typically move
it to the side rather than clear it out
completely; so it can remain bene-
ficial to the ecosystem. Sections of
tree trunks or logs from fallen trees
in yards can be charming decorative
additions to a garden, where they
add not only natural visual interest
but a convenient home for benefi-
cial insects and welcome garden vis-
itors like toads.

Loss, change, and messiness are
inevitable parts of the natural world,
but tree falls give us a wonderful
opportunity to better understand the
growth, opportunity, and renewal
they make space for. What seems
like a disaster, when looked at more
closely, is actually quite beautiful. Tree
falls are an important source of shel-
ter and food for animals, plants, and
fungi. They create a space for new life
to move in and blossom. And, when
left alone to let nature take its course,
they are an ideal spot for humans to
bird watch, roll logs in search of sal-
amanders and bugs, and enjoy some
of the forest’s prettiest plants. As is the
case with so many things in nature,
when it comes to dealing with trees
that have fallen in our shared natural
spaces, the less we interfere with the
process, the more we all benefit.

10 read past editions of Ecology, visit the
Authors section of E Walkersville. net.
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REAL SCIENCE

Fireflies

Michael Rosenthal
remember growing up in
Youngstown, Ohio in the 1950s

being fascinated by fireflies, or as
we used to call them, lightning
bugs. As it turns out there are some
2,000 species of these insects on
earth. Bioscience has done a sur-
vey of the world’s firefly experts,
and has identified the most serious
threats to the continuing existence
of these insects.

A major problem across the
globe is habitat loss. Another prob-
lem is the presence of artificial
light, which disturbs their mating
rituals, pesticides, and water pollu-
tion affects the species, which has
an aquatic phase.

People have been reporting anec-
dotally over the last decade that
they are not secing fireflies as much
as they used too. Living next to a
woods, and thus having a visible
firefly population in my front yard
when the house lights are dimmed,
I have noticed as well that I don’t see
them as often as I used to see them.

The summarized
here is a result of a study pub-
lished in the journal Bioscience and
reported in the Washington Post by
Ben Guarino. Much of the research

information

on the world-wide firefly popula-
tion is anecdotal, with a relatively
small research community and lit-
tle published on the subject. There

have been lots of anecdotal observa-

tions (like mine) in recent years that
the firefly impact isnt what it used
to be, due to decreased population.

One of the things one learns
as one becomes a scientist is that
you often narrow your interest as
you move along your career path
to more specific interest items. I
started out my loving chemistry in
high school (thank you Mr. Gilles-
pie, my chemistry teacher), then
moving on to a chemistry major in
college, studying organic chemistry,
inorganic chemistry, biochemistry,
physical chemistry and other spe-
cialties involving the properties and
behavior of atoms and molecules.
My journey led me to become a
physical inorganic chemist, study-
ing the physical properties of com-
pounds not primarily carbon based.

In 2018 The International Union
for Conservation of Nature cre-
ated the Firefly Specialist Group,
co-chaired by Sara M. Lewis, a biol-
ogist at Tufts University in Massa-
chusetts. An I important part of the
study was to determine whether the
species should be listed as threat-
ened or as endangered, two clas-
sifications common to biological
species analysis.

There are more than one spe-
cies among American fireflies. The
big dipper firefly (Photinus pyralis)
is known for the dipping J-shaped
path it makes when it flies, and it is
commonly seen at dusk My guess
is that it is the one I see it in my
front yard. Due east of Washing-
ton, the Bethany Beach Firefly lives
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only in Delaware’s coastal freshwa-
ter wetlands. Its existence has been
threatened by residential develop-
ment, and scientists are worried.
Not surprisingly artificial light-
ing can confuse these insects and
adversely affect mating rituals. Con-
cerned individuals and groups have
taken action on firefly protection
and preservation. They have even
developed firefly sanctuaries with
elevated footpaths . A firefly pre-
serve in New Canaan, Connecti-
cut appears to be the first of its kind
in North America. There is a citi-
zen-science project named Firefly
Watch managed by The Massachu-
setts Audubon Society.

I think I have mentioned before
that I admire the newsletter enti-
tled Environmental Nutrition,
published monthly by the Health
Information Network in Big Sandy,
Texas. 'The following information
is taken from one of the newslet-
ters. Have you ever heard of aru-
gula? It is a plant, a Mediterranean
native that has been eaten for cen-
turies throughout ancient Rome
and the Middle East. Its leaves and
seeds have also been used medic-
inally to treat digestive issues, skin
problems and infertility. Though
I've never eaten it, it has been estab-
lished as a restaurant item in both
high end restaurants and in family
meals at home. It has other names:
rocket, roquette, Italian cress, and
rucola. The plant is a member of
the Brassica family which includes
things you are familiar with: broc-
coli, cabbages, and mustards. A
one-cup serving provides 28% daily
value (DV) of vitamin K, which is
important for blood-clotting and
bone health, and 10% of the daily
value of eye-healthy vitamin A. It
also provides a host of health pro-
tective plant compounds, including
beta-carotene, lutein, and zeaxan-

Humans may hate the heat, but the Fireflies are loving it! Every night they
are putting on better shows than anything one can find on Netflix!

thin. It is classed as a cruciferous
vegetable, and it is described as hav-
ing many of the health-promoting
properties of cabbage and broccoli.
It is said to have components that
promote anti-inflammatory and
anticarcinogenic effects, is related to
lower incidence of chronic diseases,
including some cancers.

Recommended varieties include
wild arugula, baby arugula,
microarugula, and standard aru-
gula. It mixes well, it is said, with
other milder fresh greens, and its
spice is a good partner to many
other ingredients like goal cheese,
citrus, and nuts. Raw arugula is
good on sandwiches and blended
into a peppery pesto, and is a
great ingredient, it is said, in pasta
dishes, with eggs or when sautéed
with vegetables. Such diet items
reduce the risk of stroke versus less
healthy plant-based food

Do you remember when grow-
ing up how your family urged you
to eat plant-based foods, like leafy

greens, whole grains, and beans.

There is reputable evidence now
that such foods may reduce the risk
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of stroke versus less healthy plant-
based foods like refined grains and
especially foods with added sug-
ars. The Environmental Nutrition
Newsletter even provides recipes for
their recommended items.

It is summer, and we are look-
ing for frozen treats on a daily basis.
There used to be an ice cream truck
in the neighborhood in which I
now live in Maryland, but it disap-
peared, at least from my street, some
time ago. I now depend on getting
such treats at the local food market,
which isn’t as much fun.

The same newsletter in its Shop-
per’s Guide feature has an article
entitled Frozen Treats on a Stick.
The article promotes these frozen
treat as a healthy indulgence with a
few precautions. Sodium is not an
issue. They are not salty. The main
concerns are calories, fat saturated
fat, and added sugar. One should
avoid the temptation to eat a whole
package of such bars at one time.
Limit yourself to one bar! Those
bars made with real fruit are health-
ier. Some bars, such as those made
with Greek Yogurt, even provide a
protein boost. Look out for sugar
alcohol content. They are used to
lower sugar content, but can cause
bloating and gastric distress to those
sensitive to it.

As I have said before I so admire
Environmental Nutrition, “The
newsletter of food nutrition &
health”. It has been published for
forty-four years. It is available by
subscription at PO Box 8544, Big
Sandy, Texas 75755-8544 or by
phone at 800-829-5384.

16 read past editions of Real Science,
visit the Authors section of Walkers-
ville.net.
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Bat chat

Tim Iverson
Naturalist

ns of people think bats are creepy:.
Others wonder if bats really suck
blood. Could one be a caped crusader
soaring through the night sky protecting
the innocent? Whether you love them or
hate them bats are integral and necessary
pats of the ecology of any region. They
exist within a small niche in the envi-
ronment, and serve a purpose that most
other animals cannot or do not. They
provide invaluable services to humanity,
but have been vilified throughout liter-
ature and film. These remarkable crea-

tures have many adaptations that serve
them well, but face many threats thatare
putting many species into grave danger.

There are a total of 40 different bat
species in North America, and over a
1000 worldwide. They can be found
on every continent, except Australia, and
they account for 20% of all mammal
species on the planet. Maryland is home
to a total of 10 species of bats. The largest
being the Hoary Bat with a wingspan of
16 inches. Our smallest bat is the Fastern
Pipistrelle, with a wingspan of about 8
inches. The Philippines hold the record
for the largest and smallest bats in the
world. The bumblebee bat measures in
with a wingspan of 6.5 inches, while the
Giant Golden-Crowned Flying Fox has
awingspan of 6 feet!

Bats basically breakdown into two
categories: Republi... wait no thats
not right. Bats fall into two dassifica-

tions — mega or micro (these terms do

not refer to size). “Mega” bats are frugi-
vores, meaning they eat only fruits, nec-
tars, and pollen. Mega bats are partially
responsible for the pollination of many
plants, so theyre kind of like oversized
bees. One endangered species in Mex-
ico is actually partially responsible for the
pollination of agave plants, which is what
tequila is made from — this bat is endan-
gered so tequila could be as well. “Micro”
bats are carnivores and eat mainly insects,
although one vamypiric species in Central
and South America have given the rest of
bats a bad name!

The anatomy of a bat is really quite
remarkable. Wings have finger-like dig-
its with a leathery membrane in between
the fingers. Bats will spread or move these
fingers to adjust speed and increase their
maneuverability. Contrary to popular
belief bats are not blind. “Mega” bats rely
solely on vision, while “micro” do have
pootly developed eyes they can still see
and will use sight for long distance nav-
igation. Some bats can even see in ultra-
violet light, which helps them hunt and
navigate. The ears of a bat are pointy and
shaped with special folds that help pin-
point the position of insects with the use
of echolocation.

Echolocation works  essentially like
sonar for submarines. Bats will produce
high pitch frequencies, which can some-
times be heard by humans, that then
bounce off objects and return to their
ears. Based on the time these sounds
take to return and where the sound
hits in their ears they know where and
how far away the object is. The inten-
sity of the echo indicates the size of insect
(high intensity means a big bug, while
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low intensity means a small bug). Some
insects have developed defenses against
echolocation though! The Tiger Moth
species emits a frequency back that is the
equivalent of “radar jamming”. Owlet
Moths can hear the frequencies emitted
by bats and begin to fly erratically to per-
form “evasive maneuvers’”.

Being a bat isnt all about crime fight-
ing and making tequila though, some-
times you have to settde down and raise
a family: Bats only have one offspring at
a time, making populaton decline dif-
ficult to combat. Depending on species
they may have one to three litters in a
year. Mother bats will nurse their young
untl they are a full grown adult, which
is approximately a month, because the
young cant fly and catch their own prey
unl their wings are fully developed. The
lifespan of some bats can be up to 20 —
30 years.

You might also be asking yourself,
“What's the deal with sleeping upside
anyhow?” Roosting upside down pro-
vides security from most other ani-
mals, and zero competition from other
flighted creatures for these locations. But
its also necessary because their wings
cant produce enough lift for takeoff and
their legs are underdeveloped so they get
enough speed to generate lift. So bats let
physics do all the work and use gravity
begin flying by simply falling into flight.
Its an adaptaton in action, and here’s
how it works:

Start by denching your fist. The mus-
des in your arm contract to pull tendons
connected to your fingers which dose
your fist. Bats tendons are connected
to upper body; not the musdes in legs.
They will use the daws on their feet to
grab onto a surface. Then they simply
relax. The weight from upper body pulls
the tendons shut — gravity does all the
work, so they exert no energy to remain
hanging. If a bat dies in this position it
will remain hanging because of this! To
release its claws from the surface bats will
flex their muscles which pull the tendons
open and off they go.

If you happen t find a bat thats
fallen or been knocked to the ground it
will need a high place to take off from.

If you're brave enough you can attempt
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Have a mosquito problem where you live? Encourage bats to take up residence. A

little brown bat can consume between 600 to 1,000 mosquitoes in a single hour!

to pick it up and help it to a higher loca-
tion. Just remember that bats can carry
diseases so only do so at your own risk.
Wearing a pair of think gloves and long
thick shirts or using a shovel t© gendy
place them in a tree would be perfectly
acceptable ways to move a grounded bat.

Bats are generally pretty adept crea-
tures though and usually dont require
much assistance from people. One
recent pandemic though is giving them
the fight for their lives though. A new
fungus called Geomyces destructans
infects bats and causes “White Nose Syn-
drome”. This cold loving fungus was first
discovered in 2006. It spreads to hiber-
nating bats and causes erratic behavior.
Affected bats will awaken during hiber-
nation with decreased and damaged
wing tissue. Flying becomes harder work
which depletes energy supplies during
times of the year when there is little or no
food, which eventually causes starvation
and then death.

White Nose Syndrome has been
confirmed in 19 states and 4 Canadian
provinces. In some species it has a mor-
wlity rate of 95%. The Litde Brown
Bat, which we currently have in Mary-
land, is estimated to be extirpated (locally
extinct) from the eastern US within 20
years! The loss of bats at these numbers
is estimated to cause billions of dollars
worth of damage to agri-business and
farmers due to increased insect popula-
tions and heavier use of pesticides. Both
of which will drive food costs up and
increase the use of pesticides on produce.

Research is being conducted by the
US Forest Service, Fish & Wildlife,
National Park Services, and other state

agencies, and universities. Researchers
are still seeking to understand where it
came from, the mode of transmission
from cave to cave and bat to bat, and
more. One leading theory says that its
most likely spread from cave to cave via
human transmission from clothing and
shoes. That’s has led some state and local
officials to enact caving moratoriums in
some places. There is no known treat-
ment at the time.

Ore of the most practical ways to
assist bats, no matter where you live, is to
provide adequate housing in the form of
bat boxes. This can make a real difference
in both your community and theirs. You
can find excellent plans for bat boxes,
information on where to place them,
and more at the MD Department of
Natural Resources website or at BatCon.
org. By providing housing sites you can
really make a difference in stabilizing the
populations of bats in your area.

These animals are extremely import-
ant to the environment. They serve as
a valuable pest control service to farm-
ers and agri-business. Some bats even
help to pollinate plants, and plant trees!
Seeds dropped by bats can account for
up 0 95% of forest regrowth on deared
land. Yet despite these things and more
they still suffer from a bad PR problem,
deadly fungal epidemic, and encroach-
ment of necessary resources from man.
Through understanding and  basic
actions we can ensure that we can all see
these caped crusaders continue to ven-
ture out into the night.

1o read other articles by Tim lverson, visit
the Authors section of Walkersville.ner.
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Ticks & Lyme disease

Dr. Kathy Heinsohn
Technical and Training
Entomologist

s both an avid gardener, out-

doorswoman, and a Ph. D.
entomologist working for a local
pest management company, I'm
aware of the fact that Bruns-
wick, MD and surrounding areas
are square in the pocket (dare I
say bullseye?) for potential Lyme
disease transmission. Lyme (so
named because it was first iden-
tified in Lyme, Connecticut) is
caused by a bacterial spirochete
Borrelia burgdorferi that is passed
when a deer tick (Ixodes scapu-
laris) bites you and is not removed
in time. Deer ticks are prevalent
in our area and deer mice, rab-
bits, squirrels, and other small
mammals all serve as hosts for this
pathogen. White tail deer can all
transport ticks already infected
with Lyme, but do not suffer from
Lyme infection themselves.

Lyme disease can be very debil-
itating and have lasting lifelong
consequences.  Severe
and carditis and other symptoms

arthritic

are known and well-documented.
There is no vaccine for humans in
the US. There is a vaccine for pets
that a veterinarian can provide.

How to stay safe when out-
doors:

Ticks like to crawl to the top of
tall grasses and exhibit a behav-
ior called “questing.” They lie in
wait for a mammal to walk by.
They sense CO2 and vibrations,
and they have their forelegs with
small claws sticking out moving
constantly. Once they sense these
cues, they grab on to fur or hair

and begin to search for a place
to feed. Commonly they will go
where there are creases in cloth-
ing, such top of socks, belt area,
sleeve area, neckline, etc.

Ticks like shady edge areas
where wildlife graze, so keeping
your yard’s grass trimmed low and
keeping wildlife at a distance from
areas where you go within the
yard will make a huge difference.
Ticks, especially small ticks like
deer ticks, desiccate easily if it is
too hot or dry. So, they seek shady
shrubby areas and tall grasses. (i.c.
Do not place swing sets and play-
grounds in shady areas!)

Shade may include crawlspaces
and under decks, porches, and
patios, where wildlife will often
live as well. If you have a rodent
or other wildlife (raccoon, skunk,
groundhog, squirrel) concern near
or under your house and dwell-
ing, or in your attic spaces, con-
sider getting them eliminated or
trapped out and removed.

Cut back limbs and branches
touching the house that wildlife
may use to gain access to nest in
your home.

If you have a pet dog. Be sure
to not miss any of the K9 vet pro-
phylaxis anti-tick products used
to keep ticks at bay. Most must
be placed on your dog monthly.
Be sure to follow this regimen per
your veterinarian.

Do not feed the birds in your
yard, at least not close to your
home. Spilled birdseed attracts
various rodents that support deer
ticks.

Some pest management firms
offer tick services for your yard. If
your yard has a lot of wildlife in

it, you may want to consider this.

When in your yard for long
periods of time, protect yourself
by wearing a hat, long sleeves, long
pants, and pull your socks over
your pants legs. Wearing lighter
colors can help you to identify a
tick you have picked up by acci-
dent. (There are also other ticks
out there, not just deer ticks. And
they can all vector various severe
diseases, like Ehrlichiosis, Babesi-
osis, and Rocky Mountain Spot-
ted Fever.)

Wearing a product with Deet
sprayed over your clothing will
also keep ticks at bay. If you are
outside longer than six hours, it
may need to be reapplied. It is best
not to apply DEET directly to
the skin, and especially it should
never be applied to a baby’s skin
directly. (Always read and follow
label instructions.)

Taking a shower immediately
after being in the yard and doing a
self-tick check is important.

Deer tick adults are small,
about the size of an apple seed
when not engorged. Nymphal
(juvenile stage) deer ticks are even
tinier, and they can be active year
around, even in winter months.
Only female adult deer ticks and
nymphs can transmit the patho-
gen when feeding on mammals,
including humans.

If you should find a deer tick on
your person, it should be removed
immediately. In fact, removing it
before it has been on your per-
son feeding for 24 hours may pre-
vent Lyme transmission. So time
is of the essence once you find it.
Use a pointed forceps to get at the
base of where it has entered and to
get the head out completely. Use
a strong pulling motion. Do not
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Despite common belief, the tell-tale ring within a ring bullseye rash

is only present in a minority of Lyme disease patients. Instead, the

majority of Lyme disease rashes are uniformly red or blue-red and
do not have a central clearing or bullseye.

squeeze the tick’s abdomen (you
could inadvertently force more
pathogen into the bite wound
otherwise). Once removed, flush
the tick down the toilet or kill
it. Swab the bite with alcohol to
clean it. If a red circular rash (often
described as a bullseye rash) devel-
ops and starts to grow around the

bite area over the next 3 -30 days,
or if you experience any flu like
symptoms, including fever or nau-
sea or headaches or joint soreness,
go immediately to your physician.
The physician may wish to pre-
scribe an antibiotic for you.

Stay safe! Watch out for deer
ticks and Lyme.
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A baker’s dozen of late summer tasks

Maritta Perry Grau,
Frederick County Master Gardener

at a summer! Seems like
the heat and humidity
really encourage invasive plants
and pests in July and August. And
this year, we also have to period-
ically beware of high air pollu-
tion from the Canadian wildfires.
If you're like me, in one of those
demographic groups who are sup-
posed to be cautious about being
outside, you may want to use only
early morning or late afternoon
hours for most garden tasks.

When temperatures are high, I
break garden chores into smaller
jobs that can be completed in
an hour or less. Sometimes I tell
myself, “I'm just going to cut back
the dead poppies,” or “I'm going
to work for one hour, then go
inside.”

Below are a few tasks that can
be broken into smaller steps and
done in short bursts of time. You
may want to check further online
for more information about these
topics.

Pest or Beneficial Insect?

Check tomatoes and peppers
for stink bugs. They feed on the
fruits, leaving a yellow or white
cloudy area directly under the
fruit skin. Those spots are eas-

ily cut out with a sharp knife at
harvesting and dont affect the
taste. The University of Mary-
land Extension Service recom-
mends either handpicking the
bugs off the fruit or spraying the
bugs with pyrethrum, an insec-
ticide made from the pyrethrum
plant. UMD points out that “the
spray must contact the stinkbugs
to be effective.”

Another pest you may see now
is the fall webworm, a one- to
two-inch-long, hairy caterpillar.
It creates large tent-like webbing
on the ends of branches of various
shade trees and shrubs. You might
be able to just sweep early infesta-
tions off with a broom and dispose
of them in the trash. Alternatively,
you can treat the bags with an
organic soap or insecticide, such
as Bt (Bacillus thuringiensis), or
Spinosad,  soil-dwelling  bacte-
ria that naturally produce a toxin
fatal to certain insects and are
commonly used in organic farm-
ing.
many of the worst vegetable pests,
including the Colorado potato
beetle, diamondback moth, cab-
bage looper, imported cabbage-

worms, European corn borer, fall

“Spinosad [works] against

armyworm, corn earworm, horn-
worms, thrips, and leaf miners...
[and] on many different types of
insects (caterpillars, flies, thrips
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and beetles) but spares most ben-
eficials such as lady beetles, pre-
dacious fly larvae (hover flies and
midges), most parasitic wasps,
lacewings, spiders, predatory
mites and bugs,” says the Uni-
versity of Connecticut College of
Agriculture, Health, and Natural
Resources. Read and follow the
label directions carefully.

You might also spot the saddle-
back caterpillar (Acharia stimu-
lea), which is covered with tiny
brown spine-like hairs and actu-
ally looks as though somebody
stitched a tiny green blanket onto
its back, with a center white cir-
cle filled with more brown. Don’t
touch! Its venom can cause symp-
toms from a rash to anaphylactic
shock. Although most frequently
found in the South, saddle-
backs can be found in the eastern
United States in these warm sum-
mer months.

Not everything is a war out
there. You may safely ignore leaf-
rollers, orange-striped oak worms,
green-striped maple worms, oak
skeletonizers, and sawflies, as they
do little or no damage to your
trees and shrubs.

Doing your garden inspections,
you will also find lots of beneficial
insects: hornets, bees, and wasps
are actually beneficial and often
nest in isolated areas. For exam-
ple, the large, yellow and brown-
striped hornet is a good pollinator
and feeds on other, harmful insects
that destroy crops. Usually, all of
these beneficial pollinators don’t
sting humans unless they perceive
a threat to the nest. The UMD
extension service says that they
will die after the first hard frost.

And of course, you'll see other
beneficial insects if you've allowed
a patch of milkweed to grow in
your garden; milkweeds host
monarchs as they go through
their life cycle: eggs, caterpillars,
cocoons, and the emerging but-
terflies. Besides the milkweed for
monarchs, I also plant dill and/or
fennel for the swallowrtails.

The fall webworm is a moth known principally for its larval stage,
which creates the characteristic webbed nests on the tree limbs of a
wide variety of hardwoods in the late summer and fall. It is considered a
pest but, does not harm otherwise healthy trees.

Herbs, Fruits, and Seeds

You may already have begun to
harvest your herbs, especially if
they are getting ready to bloom—
that’s when the herb leaves have
the most intense flavors. Often,
with many herbs, keeping the
blooms pinched off will enable the
plant to produce more tender, edi-
ble leaves for a longer period than
when it “bolts” or blooms.

A task that may take a little lon-
ger is that of disposing of rotted
and dropped fruits from trees,
bushes, and vines. These fruits
are a great source of nutrients and
nitrogen for your compost bin.
However, if you are keeping a
vermiculture bin, add only a few
high-acidic fruits or peels to the
bin, as a high concentration of the
acids may kill the worms.

Late August and early Septem-
ber are also good times to divide
and transplant perennials. A ser-
rated knife is great for cutting
apart dense roots. Make sure to
water the transplants, as well as
your established plants, if the
weather is dry. If ’'m limiting my
time outside, I may dig a hole,
and lightly cover the divided roots
with dirt until I can tuck them
into their new homes.

Along with transplanting peren-
nials, you may want to save seeds
from some of your favorite flowers
or herbs for next year. As noted in

ECAVOREUL
HOMEGROWN
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the July issue of this column, Mid-
dletown Library has begun a “seed
library.” Participants are “borrow-
ing” seeds from the library and
will replace the borrowed seeds
with more packets of seeds from
the plants they grow this year, for
the library to pass on next year.

By late August and into the fall,
my kitchen counters are often piled
with seedheads on paper towels or
in muffin tns, labeled with color/
flower. Once they've had some time
to dry out, I gendy wrap them in
clean paper towels, slip them into
plastic sandwich bags, label care-
fully, and store them, either in the
refrigerator or in a special, two-
tiered, netted cage suspended from
the basement ceiling,

Diseases

‘The hot, humid weather we have
had for much of this summer
may have encouraged the growth
of Southern blight in your soil.
UMD explains that this fungal
disease is caused by Sclerotium
rolfssi, and “affects hundreds of
different kinds of plants, from
tomatoes to tree fruits to owers.
It actacks a wide range of annu-
als, groundcovers, and perenni-
als, including thyme, coneflower,
coreopsis, and black-eyed Susan.
Affected lower stems turn brown
or black, foliage wilts, and plants
will eventually dry up and die.”
It’s very hard to eradicate, so if you
suspect you have it, consult a soil
expert or google the best ways to
get rid of it.

The UMD extension service
also suggests that you remove yel-
lowed or scorched leaves from
hostas. The article notes that hot,
dry conditions often contribute to
the yellowed/brown leaf margins
and encourages spread of diseases
such as the outdoor fungus, Alter-
naria, which creates brown spots
on vegetation, and anthracnose,
a group of related fungus diseases.

As for mowing the grass, you
may be seeing litde grass growth
in August; however, you might
see some thin, brown areas, called
“brown patch” and caused by
Rhyzoctonia solani, a fungus com-
mon to tall fescue lawns. UMD
recommends that you NOT use
chemicals, and warns, “This disease
is typically worse on over-fertilized
and irrigated lawns.” UMD assures
us that grasses will green up and
recover in the fall. “Grass clippings
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The saddleback caterpillar is green with brown at both ends and a prominent
white-ringed brown dot in the center which resembles a saddle. Its hairs
secrete an irritating venom which can causes a painful rashs if touched.

and spent plants from the flower according to the UMD extension

and vegetable garden provideagood  service.
source of high-nitrogen green mate-
rials for the compost pile. Fallen
leaves and old straw mulch are good
sources of high-carbon ‘brown’

materials. Shred your materials with

Finally, once youve gotten
some of these chores out of the
way, reward yourself with your
favorite relaxation mode, whether
it’s a good book and a tall, ice-
a lawnmower or string trimmer to  cold drink of your favorite bever-

speed up the breakdown process.

Keep sticks, roots, and woody stems

age, or a snooze in the hammock!

out of your compost pile. They take
too long to break down and make
it difficult to turn the ingredients,”

1o read other gardening articles,
visit the Gardening section of Walk-

ersville. net.
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Small Town Gardener

A_ s we begin to move late into the

er and approach the fab-
ulous fall planting season, its time to
think about the trees wed like to see
sharing our space. Time flies by quickly
and you dont want to find yourself'say-
ing “Why on earth didnt we plant that
oak thirty years ago?”

Why indeed?

Established shade trees add value
to a landscape, and, unlike extensive
landscaping, do not scare off poten-
tial buyers that dont know phlox from
fig and are genuinely frightened by the
thought of maintaining your botan-
ical masterpiece. Trees give a sense of
permanence...of place. And, unless
theyre planted over the septic tank,
tend to last far beyond the lifespan of a
humble gardener.

Lets face a morbid fac:  Gardens
rarely last. Once youve fallen off your
perch, or sold the place to buy that
sailboat; or indeed are dragged away
kicking and screaming by ungrate-
ful cube-dwelling kids, there will be
changes.

Perennial beds will become lawns,
prize shrub collections obliterated by
wild grape and honeysuckle, deer
fences removed to give the place ‘that
open estate feel’ (this actually happened

A snag for all seasons

to our currenthome). The herb bed your
grandmother helped you plant just out-
side the kitchen door will be paved over
with a shiny stainless steel outside kitchen
(because its not enough to have just one,
completely unused gourmet kitchen
these days).

In short, your garden will fade or be
forced into the mists.

Deep breath everyone.

Yet through all of this horticultural
Armageddon, your trees will no doubt
remain to shade the next generation,
and the next. And that is why you need
to plant them. There is often a fine line
between the altruist and the egotist.

What to choose?

Choosing a tree is a bit more compli-
cated than deciding what groundcover
will decorate the soil at its feet — particu-
lady if youve got a smaller property:

First you must decide what you need
from it. Shade is often at the top of this
list, followed by privacy; spring bloom, fall
colog, structure, impact, fruit, etc. etc..

Write down what you want, why you
want it, and how tall and wide you think
it should be. Be truthful with yourself on
that last point. A tree that has outgrown
its position is awkward and rarely suits a
home. It is also rarely removed due to
cost considerations. And, as it is cheaper
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to trim than fell, the wrong tree in the
wrong place is more likely to be butch-
ered and disfigured in the attempts t©
live with a very poor choice.

Instead, envision that tree from
many angles: flom an upstairs bed-
room, from the porch, from the back
of the property; from the kitchen win-
dow. There are a huge amount of fabu-
lous small trees for the home landscape,
and theyte not all dogwoods. Styrax,
yellowwood, redbud, Stewartia, fringe
tree, crepe myrtle, etc

If youve got more property; you
can indulge in trees youve always
wanted to grow, or grow some pretty
good substitutes. Cedar of Lebanon
arent super happy with our winters,
but deodar and atlas cedars sure are,
and this summer I found one of each
on a75% off sale along with a weep-
ing copper beech and a coral bark
Japanese maple.

Perhaps youlte wishing to start your
own woodland? Youll be looking
at a mix of both canopy and under-
story trees. Looking for natves? You
wouldnt believe the fantastic choices
we have from tupelo to tulip poplar.

How to plane

With few exceptions, trees are often
best planted in the fall (hence the tim-
ing of this article to get you thinking
before the leaves start trning). Fall
rains allow roots to take advantage of
still-warm soils, and dwindling pest
populations ensure you wont lose all
the foliage on your sugar maple before
it decides to leave of its own accord.

If you are buying your trees from a
nursery; tree planting is often induded
in the price of the tree. If youte shop-
ping sales like Yours Truly; youll need to
provide a good hole (twice as wide as
the pot with 4-6 inches of soft soil in
which to nestle), and amend the native
soil with a small amount of organic
material such as leaf mold. Whatering
halfway through the planting process
reduces air pockets in the badkfill; and
mulching well (please NO mulch vol-
canos) means roots are set for the win-
et

How to care for?

Water. Period. Ensure a weekly
dose of the stuff for the first year the tree
is with you. After that, water during
petiods of drought. Its always an excel-
lentidea to lightly stake a tree with cross
ties, and for those of us who share our
space with deer, alow cage is vital unless
youd like an expensive bit of landscap-
ing broken in half by a rutting buck.

Been there. Twvice.

There are other planting consider-
ations of course, and while many of
these are important, don'tlet them send
you into analysis paralysis. The sooner
you get those trees in the ground, the
sooner they will be shading and beau-
tifying your world.

For more resources and help with
choosing; planting and caring for your
trees Arbor Day Foundation at www.
arborday.com

Marianne Willburn is the author of Trop-
ical Plants and How to Love Thens, and
Big Dreamns, Small Garden. She writes
from her home in Lovettsville, Virginia.
Read more at GardenRant. com.
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Being worthy

Jennifer Vanderau
Cumberland Valley Animal Shelter

ts, man. [ dont really know where
1'd be without them.

[ live in an apartment that only allows
cats — no dogs. Its probably a good
thing or else I have a feeling Id have
quite a circus.

I've been around cats all my life.
Growing up, my sister knew the gene-
alogy of just about every cat we ever had
— which kittens went to which mom
and who was related to whom. She
might still know some of them.

I think my sister has cat DNA. The
jury’s still out on that one.

The really interesting thing about cats
is that a lot of them take life on their
terms and only their terms.

Yes, I've had cats that were very much
like dogs — theyd follow me around
the house, sit in my lap, let me do just
about anything I wanted to them. But
I've also had cats that were, well, like cats.
When they wanted some loving, you
better be ready. And when they didnt,
you better not go near them.

I live with six cats in my apartment. [
worry sometimes that I'll end up being
the crazy cat lady (if Tm not already),
but I just cant imagine my life without
them.

My oldest boy, Grayson, is a “dog
cat” He is a sweetheart. T can pick him
up like a baby; I can bug him whenever I

wantand he just hollers a hello. If a need
asmooch, I search him out and put my
head against his and helll start purring;
No matter what. We might be getting
married someday. I'm just saying,

Then theres his brother, Loki. Boy,
was he appropriately named. Loki is a
“cat cat” When hes feeling affectionate,
hell walk all over you, purr up a storm
and shove his head into your hand.

But if he’s napping, do not bug him.
Or youll get the Cat Stare of Death
(that might need to be trademarked
some day). I know cat owners know the
one [ mean.

I'm telling you, if my cats could actu-
ally talk, Loki would need a bleep cen-
sor. | imagine it would be like watching
an episode of The Osbournes. Good
old Ozzy. Kept the censors employed,
that’s for sure.

I think Loki could do the same.

The thing about Loki is hes smart.
Somewhat alarmingly so. Hes been
known to sit in the window at the back
of the house and watch for birds. Noth-
ing unusual there. But when he sees a
bird (or maybe a squirrel) he watches
to take note of where theyre walking.
If they head up the sidewalk, which fol-
lows the side of the house, he will jump
off his perch and literally follow the bird
or squirrel from window to window
untl he gets to the front of the house.

I watched him do this a number
of times and I marvel at the fact that

It’s worth driving a Eew
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groomer for your
best buddy!
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= My happy home.
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cozy bed, soft pillows and all my toys.

= The lap, which | loved so much.
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pet again, for the loss

eart, of which there seemec

Ay, U wall never

x same, this is

its gotta take not only pre-planning
on his part, but also a knowledge of
where the sidewalk actually goes and
which window comes first in the
progression.

I am convinced if Loki had oppos-
able thumbs, I'd be in a human slave col-
ony ruled by him.

He also seems to know what I
want him to do and what I dont
want him to do. He typically will do
the opposite of whatever I want and
he gives me that knowing look that
seems to say he is very well aware of
exactly what he’s doing.

Life with Loki is certainly never
boring.

The other four cats in the house are
a mama and her three babies who were
initially rather feral. Tm just getting to
the point (after a few years) where I can
pet two of them.

Living with beings that look at you
like Atdla the Hun really can do a num-
ber on your self-esteemn. Thats all 'm

But thats kind of the thing about cats
— you really do have to take them on
their own terms.

I'm lucky to live with examples of
each “kind” of cat, if you will.

Grayson, the lover. Loki, the affec-
tionate only when he wants to be, and
mama and her kids, slowly coming
around to dealing with humans.

I had a friend tell me cats were awe-
some because you have to ean their
love — you have to be deemed worthy
by them. And once you are, youve got
yourselfa real ariumph.

I have to admit on the rare
moments when I can pet those lit-
tle kittens and they don’t run away
and they actually rub up against
me a little, I feel a real sense of
achievement and can understand
what my friend meant about
“being worthy.”

Cats really can be somewhat unique
in the animal world.

And once youve known the love of
a cat, you really get an idea of what it
means to be truly lucky.

Jennifer Vanderau is the Publications and
Promotions Consultant for the Cumber-
land Villey Animal Shelter and can be
reached at cvascomm@cvas-pets.org. The
shelter accepts both monetary and pet sup-
Ply donations. For more information, call
the shelter at 717-263-5791 or visit the
website www.cvas-pets.org.
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Kubo has many great qualities; his next family will be lucky to have him.
He is two-years-old and his previous owner indicated he is a Beagle/ Aus-
tralian Cattle Dog Mix. Kubo enjoys playing with his toys,walks nicely on

a leash and seems to like everyone he meets. He is eager to please and
already knows a few commands. Unfortunately, Kubo's owner lost her job

and felt she could no longer care for him.

Cali's picture really doesn't do her justice, you need to see her in
person to appreciate this spunky pooch. Short legged and compact,
Cali is a happy-go-lucky girl and loves meeting new people. Her pre-

vious owner described her as calm, friendly, playful and indicated
she likes other dogs as well as children. Sadly, Cali's owner lost his
home and was no longer able to keep her.

I.:'."‘ e

At ten-year-old, Silvi likes to relax and watch the world go by. She
spent her entire life with the same family until a landlord would not
allow her to stay. Silvi has lived with other cats and her previous
owner described her as calm, friendly and at times a lap cat. She
likes being brushed and has lived her entire life inside. Silvi hopes
to find a retirement home that is loving, quiet and calm.

= -l"l" -L - ' P
At thirteen-years-old, Thor and Prince will not be getting into any kit-
ten mischief but will spoil you with their affectionate personalities.
The brothers were adopted from the shelter twelve year ago but re-
turned through no fault of their own. Unfortunately, Thor and Prince’s
owner passed and there was no one to take care of them. Both boys
are confident and greet strangers like old friends. They will likely
transition to new home with easy and make fabulous companions.

For more information about Kubo, Cali, Silvi, and Thor or Prince call the
Cumberland Valley Animal Shelter at 717-263-5791, or visit them online at
www.cvaspets.org or better yet, visit them in person at the shelter.
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a FIV+ cat

heart to

Open your
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Shawn Snyder
Frederick County Animal Shelter

row of blood tests lined up on

he counter. It is not an uncom-
mon sight at Frederick County Ani-
mal Control. All of our cats and
dogs are tested for common illnesses
such as heartworm, feline leuke-
mia (FelV) and feline immunode-
ficiency virus (FIV) before being
processed for adoption. What is
unusual, however, is for one of those
tests to show a positive result for
FIV, but that is exactly what hap-
pened recently with six of our male
cats: Barry, Nathaniel, Van Gogh,

Patriot, Carson and Leroy.

At first glance, these hand-
some boys appear to be a perfectly
healthy

tic shorthairs and that’s because

and normal domes-
they are. According to the Cor-
nell Feline Health Center, approx-
imately 2.5 to 5 percent of healthy
cats in North America are infected
with feline immunodeficiency
virus or FIV. Much like HIV in
humans, FIV attacks and weakens
a cat’s immune system reducing
its ability to respond to infec-
tions. With proper management
to prevent and treat secondary
infections, cats like Barry and his
friends can live fulfilling lives with
average life spans.
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.?ﬂ years experience in construction & repair!
Wooden, Barbed Wire & High Tensile Fences
Board & Post Replacement ~Fence Repair & Replacement
Gate Re-Hanging ~ Property Maintenance ~ Hauling
House Clean Outs ~ Exterior Painting ~ Junk Removal
Trimming & Weeding Fence Rows

210 Apples Church Rd.
Thurmont
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Some may have concerns about
welcoming an FIV+ cat into their
home, but the risks are small. This
virus is only contractible to cats
and while it is spread through
saliva, it is not spread through
acts of casual contact like groom-
ing or sharing bowls. The ASPCA
states that “FIV is mainly passed
from cat to cat through deep bite
wounds, the kind that usually
occurs outdoors during aggressive
fights and territorial disputes.”
This means that not only could
these boys be happy living as only
cats, they could also be safely inte-
grated into a multi-cat household
with a stable social structure.

Van Gogh was recently adopted
and has already earned the nick-
name Cuddles from his owners
due to his constant public displays
of affection. Carson and Leroy will
be spending some time in foster
care after arriving at FCAC with
wounds of unknown origin. After
their required four-month quaran-
tine, they will make their way to
the adoption floor to schmoose vis-
itors into taking them home.

The remaining three FIV+ cats
Barry, Nathaniel and Patriot are
currenty on the adoption floor
winning over the hearts of staff
and volunteers until the right fam-
ily comes along. Barry is a confi-
dent cat with a personality as big
as his chubby cheeks. He’s talk-
ative and not shy about letting
us humans know when he needs
affection, food, or personal space.

Nathaniel is a ball of energy.
He’s never met a toy especially
wand toys. He loves to play, but
when he’s all tuckered out he too
enjoys some TLC.

Patriot is more laid back than
his counterparts. He's easy to miss
as he if often snoozing under his
blanket. Once you open the cage,
however, he comes out for some
pets. He'll sit right next to you
happy to receive all the love and
affection you have to give.

If any of these boys sound like
a cat that you could fall head over
heels for, call Frederick County
Animal Control at 301-600-1546
for more information on them or

adopting an FIV+ pet.
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Stansberry came into the shelter as a stray and is an incredibly affectionate
boy. He's a medium-haired orange and white boy who is about 2 years old.
He will need someone who understands that he will need to be brushed
to keep his coat from matting. He is a large guy who has the longest and
fluffiest tail you will ever see on a cat! Stansberry doesn't seem to want to
share his space with other felines, so he may do best as an only cat. If you
have the right spot for this good looking guy, please stop out!

Jade and her sister Josie were brought into the shelter as very small
kittens and were raised in foster care until they were old enough to find
their loving forever homes! Jade is 4 months old and loves to play! She

always wants attention and can often be found climbing a cat tree. Could
Jade be the one for you?

Oogy Boogy was surrendered to the shelter when his owner could no

longer have him. He is a 2-year-old pitbull mix who can be scared of

his own shadow. He will need someone who understands that while

he may not be the bravest boy, he is the most lovable! He does know

some commands such as sit, stay, and down. Oogy Boogy would love
to find his second chance at a loving forever home soon!

'

Penny came into the shelter as a stray, so we don't know a lot about her,
but this is one happy-go-lucky pup! She is a 3-year-old terrier mix who
doesn't seem to realize how big she is when she gets excited. Penny is
an active girl who will need someone that can provide her with regular

exercise. She loves to play ball! Penny does need some work on her
manners but with regular exercise and consistency, Penny will make
someone a loving companion! Penny may be too much for small children
so an age restriction for children in the home may apply, please discuss
this with shelter staff. Could you be Penny's forever home?

For more information about Stansberry, Jade, Oogy Boogy, and Penny call the
Frederick County Animal Shelter at 301-600-1319 or visit them
online at www.frederickcountymd.gov/fcac.




"‘Improving Education is a Top Priority.

CONGRESSMAN

DAVID TRONE

My Mother Was a Public School Teacher

My mother was a public school teacher. While | was growing up, | saw her dedication and passion
for teaching and learning, and it guided me my whole life. That's why I'm working hard in Congress
to increase pay for Maryland students and teachers and to give all children more opportunities.

Creating More Opportunities for Our Young People

| succeeded in business because | had a great education. But these days, too many students do
not enjoy that same opportunity. Nearly half of all students in America began this school year
below their grade level in at least one subject. Currently, only 1in 4 students graduate high school
ready for college in the four core subjects. Twelve million students nationwide don't have access to
high-speed internet at home. This is unacceptable in America, and it's why education will be a top
priority for me in the Senate.

Legislation to Help States and Local Communities Improve Schools

The sad fact is we underfund education in America. We need to spend more to give young

people the educational tools they need to succeed. Our future depends on it. A few months ago,

| introduced the “True Equity Act” in the House of Representatives, joining Senator Ben Cardin,
who introduced the same legislation in the Senate. It would provide $1.4 billion in federal grants to
states and local communities to improve education in underserved areas. And |'ve built a record of
taking action to expand broadband in Western Maryland. I'll continue that fight for all children in
the U.S. Senate.

If I’'m elected to the U.S. Senate

If I'm elected to the U.5. Senate, I'll continue my work to improve education. | will focus on early
childhood education and universal pre-K, hiring high-quality, diverse teachers to serve our
students and communities, and confronting our student debt crisis head-on.

DAVID TRONE

FOR MARYLAND

DavidTrone.com @ davidjtrone €& davidjtrone Paid for by David Trone for Maryland.
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Something for everyone at The Great Frederick Fair

Karen Nicklas
General Manager

( :elebrating its 161st anniver-
sary September 15th through

23th, The Great Frederick Fair
continues to present itself as a pil-
lar in the celebration of agricul-
ture, education, and community.
Founded in May of 1822, it was
first known as the Cattle Show
and Fair, spanning only two days
and has since expanded to include
10-days of agricultural events,
competitions, education, carnival
rides, delicious food, entertain-
ment, and so much more.

The Great Frederick Fair is com-
mitted to its Mission

The Great Frederick Fair was
established with a mission “to pro-
mote Agriculture and the education
of our youth about the industry of
Agriculture”. The Fairs core activ-
ities encompass the exhibition of
livestock, farm, garden, and hand-
made goods, while fostering and
encouraging  improvements  in
techniques of production and the
development of better agricultural
products.

Exhibiting is open to all Frederick
County residents and not only pro-
motes agricultural traditions, but
also comes with incentives through
awards, prize monies, and tickets
to the fair. All participants receive

BUYAYOURUACGCK{PASSIONLINE
GFFair.com/tickets

OR SPEND MORE AT THE GATE:
510 admission +51.50/ticket

a Season Strip Pass, which includes
an admission ticket for EACH day
of the fair with their entry fee. To
enter, the cost is $10 for 1-3 items
and $20 for 4-6 items. Entering
items encourages the community
to be part of the Fairs 161-year tra-
dition of keeping Frederick County
Agriculture thriving! More informa-
tion can be found at www.thegreat-

frederickfair.com/exhibit.

Success at the 2022

Great Frederick Fair

The Great Frederick Fair provides
agricultural programming during
the Fair. 3,908 exhibitors partic-
ipated with 17,490 competitive
exhibits over the 9 days of the Fair
with $99,621 in Premiums paid to
winning exhibitors.

Auctions benefitting the kids
directly and GFF Agricultural Edu-
cation programs:

Youth Livestock Auctions: 310
Lots sold $797,835 (23% increase).
100% of the proceeds were paid
directly to the kids.

Cake & Baked Goods Auc-
tion: 180 Lots sold $56,595 (18%
increase). 10% of the proceeds were
paid directly to the kids. Remaining
funds offset youth programming
fees and funded scholarships.

Youth Scholarships: (2) $2,500
Scholarships awarded — Joe Free
Memorial Scholarship Fund & (4)

$1,000 scholarships awarded to The
Great Frederick Fair Royal Ambassa-
dors. New in 2022, the Fair awarded
an additional (10) $1,000 scholar-
ships to GFF Youth participants.

The Mercer Family Vintage Art
Contest & Auction: Since 2012, this
program has raised over $100,000
benefitting Ag Ed programming in
partnership with Frederick County
Public Schools. Each year, over
18,000 FCPS children, pre-K-5th
grade receive our Ag in the Class-
room curriculum, and 5,000 FCPS
children attend chaperoned school
tours at the Fair.

Ag Program Improvements

In 2021, The Great Freder-
ick Fair welcomed Carrie Wivell
Wolf as Youth Programs Coordina-
tor, a new position created to pro-
vide quality agricultural educational
opportunities to Frederick County
youth participants. In cooperation
with other partners and agencies,
Carrie coordinates various work-
shops, weigh-ins and seminars for
local agricultural youth participants
interested in learning best prac-
tices in their breed(s) and/or area of
interest throughout the year. Partic-
ipants of the programs will have the
opportunity to learn topics such as:
basics of animal feeding and nutri-
tion, grooming, fitting, and show-
manship. “These workshops will
help better prepare the participant

laverage ride | 4 tickets)

That's 534 for just 4 rides!

ON THE VISIT FREDERICK 5TAG

Buy your tickets and
check out our NEW Wehsite:
thegreatirederickiair.com/tickels

etix.com: official ticket co. of the Fair
PNC Bank official ticket sponsor & PNC

and their animal for greater success

in the show and auction rings”, said
Carrie.

Why do we have a Fair?

The Great Frederick Fair is a vital
event in the community. Over
$1,000,000 will go back into Fred-
erick County businesses who pro-
vide the services, products, utilities
and programs that create The Great
Frederick Fair year after year.

The Fair generates resources from
admissions, entertainment, carni-
val attractions, parking, commercial
exhibits, sponsor-
ships and non-fair rental of facili-

memorabilia,

ties to operate the 60-acre property
throughout the year, produce the
annual Great Frederick Fair and
support educational and agricul-

WA

tural endeavors. The Fair also pro-
motes and hosts a year-round
farmers’ market.

'The Great Frederick Fair is a great
venue for promoting agriculture to
consumers. Drawing a large audi-
ence of over 200,000 people each
year, many visitors are not famil-
iar with where their food comes
from, or how the products and
byproducts of agriculture exist in
their lives. Whether guests attend
a concert, carnival or the Free Kids
Zone, we invite everyone to explore
our Agricultural exhibits such as:
'The Birthing Center, Milking Par-
lor, Maryland Ag Ed Foundation
Mobile Ag Lab, Fiber Tent, City
Streets, Country Roads, the Duck
Slide, etc. for a complete list; Gffair.
com/free.

can't buy

T it can

e
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Tractor Pull

Lach Willlkams
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Woodsboro Remembers

Francis Meehan Smith

Part 6: Business -
Continued from last month

The Smith Hotel

The post Civil War industrial expan-
sion affected various modes of living,
In Woodsboro, where contact with
the outlying world was maintained by
horse-related transport, the advent of
the railroad brought new horizons.

Old Slaglé’s Inn (Sign of Washington
on a White Charger) served adequately
for the stagecoaches and travelers on
horseback. The roads were poor; the
facilities aboard uncomfortable; and the
lodgings, likewise, could suffice with
providing only meager ameniies.

However, the railroad brought a new
breed of traveler to Woodsboro - the
traveling salesman, or drummer.

Local legends abound about the
Smith Hotel in Woodsboro during the
Gay Nineties and up until World War .

When a fire destroyed a block of
houses on the east side of Frederick
Street and First Alley in 1884, James
M. Smith, an entrepreneur and man
of vision, built a fine hotel building on
the site.

It has been said that when a drum-
mer got off the train that he was met
and escorted to the hotel, where the
owner supplied a horse and buggy; so
that the salesman could visit local farms

to get orders for his product.

Upon the salesmarns return to the
hotel, he was served a luscious dinner,
replete with dancing girls on the table,
and then invited to a poker game. The
owner of the hotel happened to be a
man of ample proportions and con-
sequently chose his accustomed chair,
suitable only for his own portly frame.
This large chair is said, incidentally, to
have faced a strategjcally placed mirror.
Those who should know testify that
many salesmen often left their entre
profis behind in Woodsboro, but
returned again and again because of the
good food, luxurious surroundings and
pleasant company:

The hotel was conceded to be one of
the finest rural hostelries in the country.
Until the early 19607s it was not unusual
to find former guests at the hotel inquir-
ing whether or not the facility was still
there and elaborating on the superb
times they once enjoyed.

The ratification of the Prohibition
Amendment, plus. again, a change in
transportation, caused the demise of the
old Smith Hotel.

During its day; it was an unique and
necessary facility, apparendy for men
only; but surely eminendy respectable,
as it was the residence of several early
school muasters in the late 1800 and
carly Twentieth Century. Today the
hotel is the home of the Rosebud Per-
fume Co.

* Snow Removal
* Firewood

Ward Business Group LLc

* Lawn & Landscaping
» Welding & Fabrication

301-607-1099
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Antiquas=\Vintage lems = Collectibles = Furniture = Militaria

Seeking New Vendors!
Sign up for 2 months

and get the 3rd month FREE!

Offer for new vendors only!
520 E. Baltimore 5t, Taneytown £410-9B2-5500

Mon , Wed,, Thurs., Fri., Sat 10 8.m
Closad Tussday
wwe memorylanesriqguemarksloom & infof memorylaneantiguemarkel com

= 7 p.m., Sunday 11 a.m. - & p.m

Restaurants

Woodsboro has been a Mecea for good
food since the late 1800s. The Smith
Hotel and the National Hotel being the
first to please the palate. Other places on
Main Sureet followed in serving delicious
food with a number of different own-
er-operators. These indude Mrs. Kath-
erine Drenning, Donald Derr, Grover
Beck, Lou Dorsey; and John Boller. John
was probably the first to open the restau-
rant on Lot #24, and was followed by
Edward Miss, Jack and Ophelia Bus-
sard, Richard Mouse Miller, Curtis
Bucher, Donald Trimmer, Clark Smith,
and ‘Al Brookhouse. In 1958 Betty and
Chauncey Crum took over at this loca-
tion and named it the Towne Restaurant.

The Crums built a new building on
Second Street on thessite of the first baseball
diamond in Woodsboro In the year 1964
their restaurant was moved to this location
and became known as the New Towne
Restaurant. The restaurant on Main Street
is now occupied by Ducky and Elsiés
owned by Mr. and Mrs. Austin Abrecht.

Today Woodsboro is fortunate to
have three fine restaurants.

The New Towne Restaurant
owned and operated by Mr. and Mrs.
Chauncey Crum has a large dientele
and is widely known for its good food,
and prompt and friendly service.

Ducky and Elsi€’s serves fine food and
caters to a wide variety of tastes especially
those enjoying a family style, home
cooked meal.

FRTATITE] I |||||| II|I|I [l |i
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The old Smith Hotel on Woodsboro s Main Street.

The Hut, at the lower end of town,
which features the finest sea food, is
also the only establishment in town to
serve light wines and beer. A carry-out
and catering service is also offered. It is
owned by Diana and Edward Funk.

Donald Derr bought the property;
used formerly as the ball diamond for
the Woodsboro County League Cham-
pions, from Catherine and Louise Cut-
shall in 1942, and built the present
residence and site of the Woodsboro
Liquor Store.

M. Derr entered the armed forces in
World War II. During his absence his
wife, Jo, took over the management. In
1946 M. Derr built the present build-
ing known as “The Hut”

In 1950 M. Arthur Grove purchased
both businesses and buildings from Mr.
Derr. After several years “The Hut” was

then sold to M. Carlisle and the Liquor
Store to Mr. Paul Sddey.

Since May |, 1975 Richard and Betty
Sweadner have operated the Liquor
Store. Mr. Sweadner was a former
employee of Mr. Stideys at his grocery
store in Libertytown having been there
from the time he was nine years old.

Mt Edward W. Funk and wife
acquired “The Hut” in 1950’ and has
since enlarged and renovated the origj-
nal Quonset building to an attractive

and spacious dining area.

Part 7: Organization

The Patriotic Sons of America

The Woodsboro Chapter of the Patri-
otic Sons of America, known as Wash-
ington Camp No. 44 of Maryland, was
founded in 1905. This was a local chap-
ter of a national fraternal organization
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It isn’t a question of if,
but a matter of when.

Making funeral arrangements in advance ensures that someone you care
about will never have to make all the decisions alone. It's a simple thing to
do if you know who to talk to. Please send for our Informative Personal
Family Guide to help answer any questions you may have. It's free and
you'll learn why making these arrangements is for your family’'s sake.
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Digital restoration of family photos,
New prints of your restored memories.
Archival picture framing,

info@chandlerdesignslimited.com
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305 N. Main 5t, Woodshoro, MD 21798
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Woodsboro Concert Band: front row, left of drum, Pearce Sirine, right of drum,
Ed Wallace. Second Row - Walter Smith. William Smith. James Smith, Cramer
Powell. Hirsch Eichelberger, Ben Saxten. William Ey1er, William Powell. Third
row: Robert Eyler, Roy Strine. Prof. Harvey, Lynn Smith, Oscar Whitmore, Char-
lie Wills, Raymond Smith, Joe Price, Luther Powell. Man in straw hat - Reno
Crum. James Smith bandwagon in front of Harvey Boone’s shed at Rocky Hill.

popular in the early 19205%s. lts chief con-
cern was the protection and preserva-
tion of democracy and patriotism. One
important aspect of the PO.S. of A. was
its sick and death benefits paid to mem-
bers and their families.

The local chapter met monthly in the
Bank Building on the third floor. Dues
were fifteen cents a week.

The most important legacy of this
club was the institution of the Woods-
boro Memorial Day Parade. This was
started by the PO.S. of A. in 1913 and
later given over to the American Legion
to conduct. While in its peak the local
chapter consisted of approximately one
hundred members, when health and
death benefits were reduced, the enroll-
ment dwindled. The meetings were
then moved to the home of John Wil-
liam Eyler for two years and later discon-
tinued when the organization dissolved
in the 1950’s. The last three members in
Woodsboro were John William Fyler,
Walter LeGore, and Harvey Working,

Biography of Glen W, Eyler
The American Legion of Woodsboro,
Maryland is proud to name its post
after Glen W. Eyler, who gave his llfe
for his country in 1945.

Glen, better known to his friends and

the community as “Pappy” was bomn
February 11, 1916 at Daysville, Mary-
land. He was the son of the late George
C. and Sarah Fyler. He has two broth-
ers. Kenneth and George C. Eyler, Jr.

Glen started school in Septem-
ber1922 at Libertytown. He was active
in sports and was quite popular. He
was graduated from Walkersville High
School, June 5, 1934.

After graduation, he worked asa barber.

In November,1940, Glen entered
the Army, Company A, 115th Infan-
try at Camp Meade, Maryland. He
became Staff Sergeant and was stationed
throughout the south undil sent overseas
on October 70. 1942.

He was stationed at various times in
England, France, Normandy, and Ger-
many. Glen commanded the motor
pool section of his company.

He was killed in action on February
23, 1945 in Germany at the age of 29.
Interment was held at Hope Cemetery;
Woodsboro, Maryland, September 1949.

Mrs. Sarah Fyler, Glens mother was
our “Gold Star Mother” until her death
in July; 1964,

The post was formed in the sum-
mer of 1959 with a regular meet-
ing to be held the third Wednesday of
each month. Charter Members num-

13130 Good Intant Rd., Unicn Bridge
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bered 23 and were as follows: William
Snyder, Ivan Potts, Ira Caldwell, Ray-
mond Smith, Roy Lind, D.T. Ripeon,
Clarence Grimes, Chas. Harris, Rob-
ert Donsife, Donald Hahn, John Bow-
ers. Maurice Murray. John Grimes,
George Toms. Hedges Windsor, Wil-
liam Young. Oliver Weddle, Milton
Smith, George Eyler, Carroll Dorsey,
Vane Eyler. Stiner Hawkins, and Den-
ver L. Potts.

The first slate of officers were as fol-
lows: William Snyder, Commander;
Maurice Murray, 1st Vice Commander;
Ira Caldwell, 2nd Vice Commander.
William Young,

Finance Officer; John Bowers. Ser-
geant of Arms; Lamar Potts, Historian;
Oliver Weddle, Service Officer; and
Milton Smith. Chaplain.

The Legions Motto is: For God and
Country we dedicate our efforts for the
benefit of our future generations.

Highlights of the Legjon's activities
are as follows: presentng flags to local
schools; Litde League, Scout Troops
and fire companies; sending boys to
Camp West Mar; serving a Mother’s
Day dinner at the Fire Hall; sponsoring
a childrens Christmas Party; having crab
feasts, steak roasts, dances and shooting
matches.

The Legion regularly has a conces-
sion at the Woodsboro Carnival and the
Frederick Fair. They have sponsored the

Memorial Day Parade, placing flags on
the graves of departed comrades. Reg-
ular bingo games are also played in the
Legion building,

An annual picnic has been held since
1967. The American Legion assists
in every way possible with commu-
nity projects for local improvement,
whether in the form of individual wel-
fare or generous monetary donations to
worthwhile causes. Theyve also handled
the Heart Fund Drive in recent years
with great success, and have been reg-
ular blood donors. They have supplied
wheelchairs at hospital beds for invalids.

Glenn W. Eyler Post 282 supports
a wide range of recreational activities
contributed heavily to the Woodsboro
Town Patk, the Litde League, and the
boys camp. It is one of Woodsboros
greatest assets.

Meanwhile the Legion has built an
equipped a handsome meeting hall which
was quickly paid for by 812 members.

Present officers for 1974 © 1975 arg;
Robert Fyler, Commander, Robert Dixon;
First Vice Commander; Lamry Redmond,
Second Vice-Commander; Milton Smith,
Adjacens, William Young, Chaplain; Reese
Murray; Finance; William Dorsey; Ser-
geant-at- arms; Robert Smith, Service, and

1o read other editions of the Walkersville
History, visit www. thebookofelays.com.

Walkersville

Senior Center

What is happening this
month?

August 3 — You Are the Detec-
tive: Using your detective skills and
the visual dues given, determine
these common phrases.

August 10 — Ms. Dorothea
Mordan, ~ Chandler  Designs,
Woodsboro, will be the guest
speaker. Do you have cherished
photographs where the images
are fading? Come learn abour all
the services available at Chandler
Designs.

August 17 — Name That Tune:
Check your recall of melodies with
Kathryn Nicodemus, pianist.

August 24 —Who Am I? Match
the picture of a Senior as a child,
teenager or young adult with the
present day Senior.

August 31 — Bingo. Thursdays
from 11 am. to 2 p.m. at Town
Hall, 21 West Frederick Street.
Lunch, catered by Trouts Market,
is served at noon.

For information, call 301-845-
7174. To make lunch reservations,
please call the same number at least
72 hours in advance.

O psip

Services, Inc.

* {ur services are FREEE

112A Main Street, Thurmont

SERVING YOUR MEDICARE
AND RETIREMENT NEEDS

* We practice “Safe Money”™ principles
for retirement plans

* Offering most major insurance carriers H 4

Frowiding oar clHenis with
hands on prersenalized service

Ask for Karen or Shawn

* Specializing in insurance and financial needs for retirees

e 501-2/71-4040
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ANTIOUE
APPRAISAL FAIR

Sponsored by: Woodshoro Historical Society

Saturday, September 30

l1-494p.m.

Woodsboro American Legion Post 282
101 W. Elizabeth 5t., Woodsboro

Admission: $1 without items
Up to 3 items may be valued per
entry ticket with $10 for the

first item & %5 for
an additional
2 items.

Harrison Appraisals, LLC with over 30 years experience will
provide verbal appraisals for entertainment purposes.

Small items are preferred, and furniture may be represented by

a photo and a drawing. Appraisals will not be made on guns,

ammo, jewelry, foreign currency (paper or coins), or tribal
art (Native American, Inuit or African).

All items are the responsibility of participents.
Cash or personal checks preferred.

For more information call: 301-524-5167
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President Harding Dead
President Harding died almost instandy
at 7:30 p.m., Thursday night in San
Francisco, due to some brain trouble,
probably Apoplexy.: He was taken ill
on the return journey from Alaska with
ptomaine poisoning, which developed
into pneumonia, and for nearly a week
was critically ill; but his attending physi-
cians were about ready to issue a bulletin
saying he was out of danger, when the
fatal stroke came.

Mrs. Harding and two nurses were in

the room at the time, and Mrs. Hard-
ing was reading to the President. Then,
without warning, a slight shutter passed
through the body of the President, he
collapsed and the end came. He was 57
years of age.

President Harding was pethaps the
gentlest, kindest man ever occupying the
Presidency and has had less harsh crie
icism than any other. His honesty was
above suspicion, and there was nothing
of the calculating politician in him. He
was a gentleman of the old school.

It is a general expectation that Mr.
Coolidge will rush to Washington and
be prepared to take the oath of office as
President of the United States at once,
the sixth Vice-President to assume such
duties by succession.

Heavy Rains Break

Drought, Brings Flooding

The rains that began last Saturday and
continued through Monday have bro-
ken the long drought.

On Sunday afternoon during the
heavy rains, while Gordon Smith was
returning from Keymar, he found that
Big Pipe Creck had risen so that the
road was impossible to travel with horse
and buggy. He left the buggy at Char-
lie Willhides, and started to ride the
horse home. As he started to cross the
cement bridge, a falling limb frightened
the horse, causing her to plunge over the
side of the bridge into the deep water.

The horse went under the water,
while Smith held onto the rains. As she
came up, he threw himself across her
back. The horse then swam to a tree on
a inland in the creek. With Smith still
on the horse, they spent nearly one hour
there against the tree.

Fortunately David Harmon and son
rescued the man by riding horses in as
far as they could to meet the other horse.
She then started to swim to meet their
horses, and soon they were brought o
safety. Neither Smith nor the horse was
hurt.

Electric Service

What is wrong with the Union Bridge
Electric Light Company service? From

i
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XLRS8 DIESEL TRUCKS

Light and Medium Truck Sales and Service

Do you have a Ford and suffering from
6L Syndrome? Is it hard to start in the morning?
Then call XLRE Diesel Trucks and

schedule your appointment today!

wirBdinsaitrucks @@ yvahoo.com

5 Council Drive
Woodsboro

301-845-2224
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Plpplnfest

Old Fashioned
Street Festival In
Historic Fairfield, PA!

aturday, Sept. 23rd &
Sunday, Sept. 24th
9 a.m. -

un For All - Come Join Us
For more information:

www.pippinfest.com

4 p.m.

T17-642-5649

win frcehook, com pippinfest

the beginning it has been more or less
undependable for regularity, and this
summer it has been the worst yet.
Whether it is faulty construction, weak
equipment, the trouble needs correc-
tion and not excuses or temporary patch
work.

No doubt some of the trouble of
the past week was caused by the electri-
cal and wind disturbances, somewhere
along the line; bug, it scems to us thata
staunchly equipped system should with-
stand the lesser disturbances and that
light should not go off during every litde
summer rain. For instance, on Saturday
evening there was no noticeable elec-
tric disturbance anywhere, yet half the
town was without light; and on Satur-
day night the lights were on and off have
dozen times before 10 o'clock.

Pawrons of the company are not
unreasonable, and have been rather
quiety long-suffering for a great while.
They know that an absolutely perfect
day and night service, every day in the
year, is not to be expected but they have
a right to, and do expect a healthy fully
equipped plant and enough expert line-
man to get propetly after the brakes - a
real efficient service that they have not
been receiving,

Falls From Ladder

Although still confined t the bed,
Edward Kesh, who is badly hurt in a fall
from a ladder at his home in Walkers-
ville, Saturday morning, is getting along
very nicely. He suffered severely from
the shock and injuries to his back and
neck. He lost the use of his lower limbs.
His arms were also affected as a result of
the fall. However, his condition is now
much improved in his recovery is fully
expected. No bones were broken.

Mr. Kesh was up on a ladder trying
to kill some caterpillars on his English
walnut tree. The ladder extended over
the fence into the next yard. The ladder
broke and he was throwing heavily for
some distance to the ground. Although
he was not knocked unconscious he suf-
fered a very severe shock and was slightdy

HOW LGOKY' HERE
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con T Go SHIMNING
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cut about the face.

August 10

Banks & Businesses Close

for Harding Funeral

The banks are closed today, and stores
and other businesses will be closed either
all, or part of the afternoon in respect to
the late President Harding, Post Offices
in every town had the fronts appropri-
ately draped in morning out of respect
for the death of President Harding, a
procedure that was no doubt generally
observed throughout the country:

Picnic Season Nearing Peak

A picnic was held in Walkersville, always
one of the counties biggest events; and
one at Rocky Hill, near Woodsboro,
another one that has been held annually
for the past half century.

The yellow Springs Band furnished
music for the Walkersville picnic, which
is under the auspice of the Lutheran
Church of Walkersville. A program was
rendered by their Sunday school and the

Sendng Frocanck
for over 50 pears

Farily
O &
Oporaled

ZEBROSKI MOTOR CO.

Specializing in BV & Motor Home Repair & Inspections
Transmission & Power Stearing (BG) Flushas

Winlerze Your BV ~ 24 Hour Towing Service
10518 Woodsboro Pike, Walkersville

301-845-8460

[robroskil4 D4 gmal com

usual large crowds attended. A light rain
interrupted the picnic for a tdme in the
afternoon.

The Rocky Hill picnic was attended
by one of the largest crowds in its his-
tory. The music for the occasion was fur-
nished by the Union Bridge band. The
Woodsboro Lutheran Sunday school
furnished a program in the morn-
ing. Reverend John Dobbs, deliver the
address in the afternoon. He spoke of
the importance of every member of
the congregation doing something to

improve the community.

Rodky Ridge Community Picnic

The annual picnic at Mount Tabor
Park, Rocky Ridge, will be held, on Sat-
urday; August 11. The people of Rocky
Ridge have shown a community spirit
rare in the small rural communities of
the state. They work together for the
good of the whole people, in a spirit of
harmony, back by unusual energy.

They have purchased 10 acres of
ground in a large forest of oaks, from
which the place is famous, having fi-
ted up a large comfortable, and substan-
tial pavilion were all sorts of meetings,
both religious and secular, are held from
time to time, greatly to the pleasure and
edification of the people. The grounds
are lighted with electricity, an artesian
well supplies in abundance of excellent
water, and swings and other necessary
amusements are scattered throughout
the grounds. A more delightful place
to spend a day in picnicking cannot be
found anywhere in Maryland.

The people of Rocky Ridge and
vicinity are largely thrifty farmers, and
many are engaged and working in vari-

= Afteniion fo Oefail
= Cerfef Connseding

MYERS-DURBORAW
FUNERAL HOMES

We provide a dignified and meaningful funeral or
memorial service for every familv’s loved one.

Serving the needs of

Waoodsboroe, Walkersville and Union Bridge.

= Compasyicraie Care « Krnowledpeable CGuidanoe
= Linparalicled Prafessiormaliser
FPlammning Availabfe
= All Bervices and costs are clearly itemized and
cxplamed at the tme arrangements arc made.
Ceall for more informalion orF fo schedele an appoeinimend

= FPrg=

W e sderiorawiTecom

410-756-6688

136 E. Baltimore 5t Toaneytown
Licensed in Maryland and Pennsylvanin
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ous capacities for the Western Maryland
Railroad. They're always ready to work
together for the common good, and a
more moral and law-abiding set of peo-
ple does not exist anywhere in the coun-
try. It is one of the oldest settlements in
Frederick County; having been establish
years before the revolution, more than a

century and a half ago.

Drowned While Trying

To Save Son

William Schell, 25, of Walkersville,
was drowned in the Monocacy on
Sunday. The family was motoring
to Emmitsburg when they stopped
to cool off in the river. The Schell’s
youngest son, James stepped from a
mud bank where the water was knee
deep into a 14-foot hole.

Both father and mother jumped in
to save the child. The father got the boy
out safely and then went to the rescue of
his wife, who was unable to swim. He
is believed to have been seized with a
cramp, for both went down. Both were
washed under the bridge.

The screams of the two boys attracted
the attention of William Fedder-
hoff; who was passing on a bicycle. He
jumped in from the bridge and found
Mrs. Schell floating in the water, her
body entirely submerged but her cloth-
ing on the surface. He got her to safety
to the shore and commenced adminis-
teting first aid. As soon as she came to
she inquired: “where is my husband”.
This told Fedderhoff that Schell was
also in the hole and he immediately
dived in after him. After diving a num-
ber of times he found his body on the
bottom and with the assistance of several
others who had arrived on the scene by
this time, the body was recovered.

It was discovered that there is a slight
abrasion on the forehead of Mr. Schell,
which leads to believe that in some
manner he may have slipped and struck
his head on a submerge rock. This, it is
thought, may have caused Mr. Schell
to become partially unconscious, pre-
venting him from making a struggle o
regain shallow water.

August 17

Tolling of Belles for

President Harding

The tolling of all the bells in the towns,
last Friday afternoon, from four t 5
ododck, will likely be remembered by
the younger generation, for many years.
It ought to be remembered, not as a
mere fact, but that it represented the
countries morning for its beloved Pres-

ident—an expression of universal honor.

Cool Weather Succeeds Heat
Comfortably cool weather setded down
upon the area on Monday, but it will be
taking its departure quickly; according
to the weather sharks. The highest tem-
perature was 74 and the low for the day
was 65. A cool breeze prevailed during
the greater part of the day. And with
the coming of the evening the wind
became cooler and at midnight all indi-
cations pointed to the coldest night for
the month of August, ensuring all the
harassed inhabitants of the County a
comfortable nights rest.

Peach Trees Fair Well

George Fogle, of near Woodsboro, pre-
sented at the office of this newspaper,
Thursday; six large peaches. Three were
of the ‘Stump The World’ variety; and
three were of the ‘Mixing Free Stoné
variety, both of which originated from
the Old Dominion Nurseries of Vir-
ginia. The peaches were picked from
15-month-old trees, each tree this year
bearing about 10 peaches. Peach grow-
ers dedlared this a remarkable yield for
trees so young. M. Fogle is the owner of
an orchard of about 900 trees.

Coal Oil Stove Explodes

On Tuesday morning an accident hap-
pened at Hugh Heitibridles, of Union-
town, when a coal oil stove exploded
sending fire in all directions. Neighbors
were successtul in putting out the flames,
and Mrs. Heitibridle wishes to thank all,

who were so kind to render assistance.

Windshield Stoned

Stones were thrown at the windshield
of the machine of Lester Hom of Lew-
istown, as he was returning to his home
early Wednesday morning, Two men are
alleged to have attempted to waylay him
and to have hurled the rocks through
the windshield of the car. The Horn car
is also believed to have struck one of the
assailants. The assault is alleged to have
been committed between 2 and 3 o'cdlock
in the morming. Mr. Homn stated that he
felt that he could identify both assailants
but added that he was willing to drop

charges against the two men provided no
further insults be committed.

August 24

Cold Snap

The cold snap that suddenly develop
early this week, has been pretty wide,
with near freezing in some sections; and
the temperatures were below 50° in the
County Wednesday night, and Thurs-
day night, is said to be the lowest record
for August since 1896.

This is the time to look over needed
stove and furnace repairs, and get them
ordered at once. In September will
come days when it will be much more
comfortable to fire up a little, and repairs
cannot be had on a days notice.

Apple & Peach Crops
Ready For Harvesting
The apple and peach aop is heavy
throughout this section, but the fruit aver-
age small, due to the drought resulting in
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Upholstery Shop #

Custom Upholstery
Furniture Repair & Restoration
Wide Selection of Top Quality Fabrics

~ Family owned and operated for over 50 years -
Michael Woodlams - Chener

5810 Taneytown Pike - Tanaytﬂwn

410-596-1935 “% F_I"**

MichaelWoodhamsUpholstery@gmail.com

the fact that the growth was not sent out
on the trees. The apple crop is unusually
large in Adams and Frederick counties.

Cornerstone Laid

The corner stone to the addition to the
Lutheran Church of Walkersville was
officially late Sunday afternoon. Exten-
sive improvements are being made t
the church - a Sunday school room is
being added, 21" x 60, which will be
used as a lecture room and a social hall.
Other improvements include a Vestry
and council room, 12’ x 13, and organ
room, 12’ x 15, the chapel enlarge, a
new tower and belfry; a new front of
brown tapestry brick, and a new elec-
wic lighting system. The cost will be
$12,000.

It is plan to complete the work by
December first when dedication ser-
vices will be held. For the present, ser-
vices will be held in the new Walkersville
high school building,

The Walkersville Lutheran congre-
gation was founded in 1890 with 31
members. The corner stone of the pres-
ent church building was laid on June 17,
1891, and the structure was dedicated
in 1892. The congregation has enjoyed
a steady growth. The membership now

is over 150.

Falls Into Abandoned Well

Men from New York State brought three
large Boxwood trees in Uniontown last
week, and ship them on Tuesday; two
belong to Mis. Sophie Staub and one to

B. L. Cookson. While loading the trees
one of the helpers ramped on some
boards that covered an old abandoned
well, and they broke and he fell a distance
at 40 feet, landing on his head. A rope
was thrown him, which he grabbed and
was pulled up. He had some cuts on his
head, but was able to be sent to his home,

after some medical attention.

Tramp Set To Cut
A foreigner, giving the name of Joe Elder,
who wasarrested recently near libertytown,
what sentence to the Maryland House a
Correction for eight months. Elder was
arrested after a number of women in the
vidnity of Libertytown became annoyed
and frightened after he had been found
sleeping along the roadside. A boy testi-
fied that he had seen Elder flourishing a
revolver while he was coming through a
wagon shed on a farm near the town.
The man, who was poorly dlad and
unkept, had little to say for himself. He
had been employed in the Pennsylvania
coalmines, he said, and had also served
a term of nine months in a Pennsyl-
vania prison he added. He referred to
the work he was required to do on the
Pennsylvania State roads while he was a
prisoner. He was told that wall he will be
required to work hard in prison, his sur-
roundings will be far better than those
to what he had recently been a custom.

10 read past editions of 100 Years Ago
this month, visit the History section of
Walkersville. net.

Rocky Ridge

CARNIVAL

AUGUST 14TH - 19TH

13616 Motters Station Rd., Rocky Ridge
{In The Park Across From The Fire Hall)
GOOD COUNTRY HOME COOKING...
Fruit & Custard Pies; Soups, Sandwiches, Pizza, lce Cream;
& Of Course Our Famous FRIED HAM SANDWICHES!

ENTERTAINMENT - All Shows Begin AL T p.m,

Mon., 8714

- "One More Round” - CountryMariety

{Farmer River Band Band membars)

Tues., 8/15-

Wed., 86 -

“Country Ramblers 2
Classic Country

Parade Night T p.m. and on stage is...

5.5 Men Band”

Thurs., 817 -
Fri., BME -
Sat., &H9

“Taylor Brown's...Elvis Show!!I”

“Tall In The Saddle”
- “Stone Country Band”

m ME For More Info: www, rockyridgevic. com

AA - EASTERN MOBILITY, INC.
12455 Woodsboro Pike, Keymar * www.easternmaobility.com
Phone: 301.845.4188 = Toll-Free: 888.845.0533 » Fax: 301.845.6316

We Have Used Wheelchair Vans and

Handicap Accessible Vehicles for Sale!

“Access to the World™

AA-Eastern Mobility offers customized transportation solutions for handicapped
individuals including Stair Lifts, Lift Chairs, Wheelchair Lifts, Wheelchair Ramps,
Turney Seats, Hand Controls, Left Foot Accelerators, Wheelchair Accessible

Vans and Lowered Floor Minivans.

We offer many options to customize your
home and vehicle to make your life easier.
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LIBRARY NEWS

Walkersville Library

Don’t let the dog days of summer
get you down! The Walkersville

Branch Library has plenty of activities
and story times to keep everyone in the
family entertained all month long, Stop
by to pick up a book for vacation, cool
off in the air conditoning while you
enjoy a historical presentation and take a
peek at the ank of growing tadpoles at
the circulation desk!

Theres only one more prize draw-
ing for the Summer Reading Challenge,
s0 be sure to sign up on the Beanstack
App oratany branch to log your reading
and earn raffle prizes before August 15!
This is an all-ages challenge, so be sure
to sign the whole family up! The prize
for reading just 20 days this summer is

a brand-new book, yours to keep! On
a reading roll?> You will continue earn-
ing raffle tickets even after completing
the main challenge. Put your raffle tick-
ets into the drawing for one of the grand
prizes, including winery tickets, a bike,
Chromebook, and more!

Startyour weekend off witha BANG!
On Saturdays at 10 a.m., we have Free-
dom BANG, a prechoreographed
fusion of boxing, HII'T; hip hop, world
dance, optional weighted gloves, and a
touch of attitude, offering a wide range
of options to customize your work-
out. Another unique exercise class will
take place on Saturday August 19 at 10
am. Cardio Drumming, for adults and
seniors brings together drumsticks and

FPamela Hamrick

We will fabricate drapery & upholstery designs based on
designars vision & original skatches. Call today for information|
Value, quality & attention to detail ane our hallmarks!

Custom Upholstery

Window Treatments
202B E. Main St., Thurmont
301-271-1028

heartandhandsworkroomEgmad com

CrwnerOperator Call for an Appointment
Over 25 Years Exparience Call for @ Parsenallzed Home Visit
Rafgrences Availlable Upon Reques!

and

an exercise ball. You can stand or sit o
do these exercises. We will provide equip-
ment, but if you have drumsticks or an
exercise ball, feel free to bring it to class!

Take a seat at the Walkersville Library
on August 8 at 10 am. for SEAT
(Supported Exercises for Ageless Train-
ing) dass, a chairbased fimess pro-
gram where you will learn techniques
to strengthen the body and mind, while
improving balance and flexibility. Forall
ages, abilities, and fitness levels.

The FCPL Memory Lab will be
at Walkersville Branch Library from
August 14-18, by appointment only. To
learn the best practice for preserving fam-
ily photographs, lettersand other ephem-
era, Dorothea Mordan will be presenting
at the library on Saturday, August 12 at
10:30 a.m. Use our equipment to con-
vert your photos and analog home vid-
eos to digital formats you can share and
enjoy today! Formats accepted: mini DV
tapes, VHS tapes, VHS-C tapes, photos,
slides, and negatives. Bring a flash drive
or other storage device to save your files.
To make an appointment, please visit
FCPL.com or call Walkersville Branch
Library at 301-600-8200.

Join us for thrilling tales of female
spies during WWII on Sunday, August
13 from 1:30-2:30 p.m. Spymaster Vera
Atkins will deliver up secrets of women

you knew were spies. Rendezvous with
Vera at our temporary caf¢ and bring
your coffee or tea for a chat with Alisa
Dupuy; of The Ladies of History.

Read to a cute, attentive, four-legged
listener on Thursday, August 10 from
6:30-7:30 p.m. and improve your read-
ing confidence when you read aloud to
a Go Team Therapy Dog as part of the
Paws 2 Read program!

On August 20 at 1:30 p.m., Rhonda
and Terri with the “Lifting the Veil” pod-
cast will discuss a recent psychic walk-
through of Walkersville and demonstrate
what they used to communicate with
the other side as Mediums. Joining them
is Mary Mannix, a Tarot card profes-
sional and educator and will present an
overview of tarot cards, their practice,
structure, and use.

Need help expunging your record
from a past conviction? Meet with an
attorney from Maryland Legal Aid 1o
discuss your options and begin the pro-
cess during the Expungement Clinic at
Walkersville Branch Library on 8/24
from4-7 pm.

If youre a teen in need of volun-
teer hours or you want to have a say in
goings-on at the Walkersville Branch
Library, join us at the monthly Teen
Library Council Meeting (TLC) to help
make the library the best place it can be

C==CARAGE

Auto Repair

Justin Gardner- Owner
301-898-5580

&11 5 Main Strest
Woodsbora, MD 21 798

it

HOME

¥ BROUVINT

IMPROVEMENTS

Established 1988

*Painting * Wallpapering
*Interior *Exterior
FREE ESTIMATES - INSURED

Bryan Brown
9725 Woodsboro Pike, Walkersville
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Looking to revamp
your jewelry?
We've seen a large increase in custom
jewelry designing this year. Whether
you hanve jewelry that Bn't quite your
stybe, ar a boose stone you'd like 1o
harve el W CEM |||.l||'| lemd vera the

perfect design.

something beautiful!
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Enjoy the
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.
Reservations strongly recommended!
Dine In or curbside pick up

10524 Liberty Road,
Frederick - 301-898-3181

www.libertyroadseafoodandsteak.com
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Qaality Hand-Craifted
Cabinets,/Farniture

Brian P. Reaver, Sr.

Engineered Stone

Insured

4,
(4)0

We Now Offer
Natural and

Countertops!

= Kitchens, Armaoires

= Hutches, China Caphaards
= Computer Stathons

+ Entertalnment Centers

= Fireplace Mantels

= Vanities, Gun Cabinets

= Children's Furnibare

= Cornaer Cabinets, Bookeases
= Dressers, End Tables... cic.

Visit us online at: www.emmitsburg. netwoodworking

Shop: 301-TEE-T143
Fax: 301-447-1750

for you! Attendees will not only receive
volunteer hours, but also develop mar-
ketable leadership skills, credentials for
future job and college applications, and
have a fun time with other teens. August
29at3:30 p.m.

Anime Underground is perfect for all
teens with a passion (or budding inter-
est!) for anime and manga. Join us on
Friday 8/4 and 8/18 at 3:30pm for an
afternoon of fun watching anime, play-
ing games, and socializing with like-
minded peers!

Celebrate the 275th anniversary of
Frederick County this month! We will
have story times located at various parks
around the county: After story time take
a stroll, play at the playground, or bring
a picnic lunch and enjoy the natural
beauty of Frederick County. The 275th
Anniversary Story Time series will start at
11am, and locations are as follows: Story
Explorers at Loys Station Park, Rocky
Ridge on 8/4 ; Story Explorers at Lib-
ertytown Park, Union Bridge on 8/11
; Story Explorers at Pinediff Park, Fred-
erick on 8/18; and Story Explorers at
Creamery Park, Walkersville on 8/25. In
case of indement weather, all story times
will be held at the Walkersville Branch
Library.

Join us at Walkersville Community
Park for story time on Wednesdays at 1
p-m. during the whole month of August.
After storytime, you can play on the
giant playground or take a leisurely walk
along the paved path, and then through
the woods to Fountmin Rock Nature
Center and Park.

In addition to our special story times,
our usual schedule for infants, babies and
family story time remains throughout
August.

Gear up for exciting adventures hap-
pening right in our backyard! Our Sum-
mertime Adventure program will feature
hands-on fun and even some special
guests, every Wednesday at 11 am. all
summer long, This weekly program will
focus on exploring the topics of science,
technology, engineering, art, and math
(STEAM). Perfect for elementary stu-
dents looking to get hands-on and leam
ina fun new way!

Calling whale enthusiasts 5 years and
older! Stop in on August 5th from 10 to
noon for a visit with a life-sized inflatable
whale to learn all about how these crea-
tures are like humans and have a chance
to touch baleen, teeth, and bones, all
from inside a whale!
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SCHOOL NEWS

Back to school vaccinations for c

he Frederick County Health
Department (FCHD) will
be hosting Back to School vac-
cination clinics from August 1st
to September 11th for children
who do not have health insur-
ance, have health insurance that
does not cover the cost of immu-
nizations, or who are unable to get
the vaccinated by their healthcare
provider. Vaccinations are free for
these children and appointments
are required. Call 301-600-3342
to schedule an appointment.
Children who have health
insurance that covers vaccinations
are encouraged to see their health-
care provider.

Maryland State Law (COMAR
10.06. 04.03) requires all stu-
dents enrolled in prekindergar-
ten through Grade 12 to receive
age-appropriate immuniza-
tions. The Maryland vaccination
requirements for the 2023-2024
school year are available here.

School
ments help protect children by
making sure they are protected
against vaccine-preventable dis-
ease. Children who are not vac-
cinated can spread diseases to
others, particularly to those who
are too young to be vaccinated,
or people with weakened immune

vaccination  require-

systems, such as those with can-

cer. The school must have proof
of immunizations before allow-
ing a student to begin school.
Students who have not received
the required vaccinations may
be unable to attend school until
proof of vaccination is provided,
according to Maryland require-
ments.

Important information for Par-
ents/Guardians:

Children 18 years of age and
younger must be accompanied by
an adult 18 years of age or older.

If parent or guardian will not
be bringing their child, they
must send a written note giving

the individual bringing the child

authorization to have the child
vaccinated.

All vaccinated children
required to remain at the clinic for

are

observation after vaccination.
Only one parent or guardian
may accompany children who

have an appointment. Additional

persons will not be admitted.
Please do not come to the vac-
cination clinic if child or par-
ent/guardian has any symptoms,
or are waiting for COVID-19

results.

Time to get ready for

Karen Yoho
Frederick County School Board

ummer is quickly winding down.

The first day of school for the
2023-24 school year is Wednesday,
August 23.

Don't forget to enroll your student
if your child is entering Pre-K or kin-
dergarten, or you are new to Freder-
ick County. Enrollment can be done
online through the PowerSchool
portal. An FCPS representative will
be in contact to complete the pro-
cess. You will need immunization
and health records, birth certificate,
proof of residency, and parent photo
id. For Pre-K you will need to show
income documentation. The FCPS
website has a great deal of informa-
tion on Student Enrollment. Go to
the tab “For Families & Students”
and click on the first link.

With the approach of the new
school year, it's a good time to review
your Find Out First notifications. If
you aren’ yet a subscriber, the link is

on the main webpage under FCPS
Quick Links. You can sign up to
receive emails tailored to your inter-
ests within the school system as well
as emergency-closing phone texts.

Another avenue of keeping abreast
of what is happening in your child’s
classroom is through Schoology.
Many parents/guardians look over
their students” shoulders as they are
log in. But did you know you can
obtain your own account to review
your children’s progress? Contact
your local school to find out how.

Dr. Dyson has released “State
of the System”, an 8-minute video
which explains the five core goals
aligned with our priorities. We think
you will agree that many positive
things are happening in FCPS.

The system has launched a new
FCPS Volunteer Center. If you are
a current volunteer, you should have
received an email. If you are a new
volunteer or did not receive an email,
you can find the link on the FCPS
website under the tab “For Families

Qil Changes
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school

& Students”. The Family & Com-
munity Involvement link will take
you to the registration page.

The Board voted to adopt adjust-
ments to how the community can
provide public comment. The time
expanded from 30 minutes to 60
minutes. Previously; those wishing to
make public comment would have
to arrive in person to sign up. There
will now be online pre-registration
starting five days in advance of each
scheduled BoE meeting and clos-
ing two days prior to the meeting.
Walk-in registration will still be avail-
able. Additionally, there will now be a
dedicated email address where written
comments can be submitted, which
will be included in the meeting min-
utes so that the public may access
them along with the Board members.

For complete details, go to the FCPS
website in the About the District News

section. You can review the updated
Policy 102, and email Board@fcps.org
with any questions. The goal is to bal-
ance the practice of having public com-
ment, which provides valuable insights
that aid the Board in decision-mak-
ing, with the time needed for the
Board to perform its necessary work.
The changes will be implemented at
the first August meeting on the 9th.
If; after a setding in period, the Board
can always revisit the policy and discuss
possible updates.

The United Way of Frederick
County is once again working with
community partners to Stuff the Bus.
There is a link on the FCPS website
or directly from the United Way’s
website. Donations  directly sup-
port FCPS students. While the col-
lection period has ended, it’s not too
late to donate. In 2022, an estimated
90,358 items valued at $75,054 were
distributed to Frederick County
students. Contact Joyce Kwame-

na-Poh at JKWAMENAPOH@
UWFREDERICK.ORG
have questions.

One of the newest FCPS part-
nerships is with the Cal Ripken, Sr.
Foundation to establish new inno-
vative STEM centers in selected
FCPS elementary schools. This was

if you

made possible by the generous sup-
port of Edgewater Federal Solutions.
According to the FCPS website,
in the school year 2023-24, “Stem
Centers will launch at Tuscarora Ele-
mentary and Whittier Elementary”.
Of particular interest to many is the
so-called Crestwood Area Redistrict-
ing Study. There is a link on the main
FCPS webpage with a great deal of
information. Upcoming Community
Meetings are September 6 at THS,
September 7 at FHS, September 11 at
GTJHS, and the BOE Public Hear-
ing on November 8. The Board has
not yet taken action so no final deci-
sions have been made at this time.
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AUGUST NATIONAL DAYS

1his month we asked our students to pick and write about a August National Day, special days that
often go unnoticed in our busy lives.

Sophomore

National Friendship Day

Devin Owen
MSMU Class of 2026

here are billions of people in

this world, and somehow, we
only meet a small section of the
population—and out of this small
section, there are only a select
few who fall into the category of
friendship. I wonder if anyone
reading this knew that there is a
day dedicated to just that: friend-
ship.

National Friendship Day falls
on August 26th and is a day which
reminds us to recognize the friend-
ships and bonds which we have
built over the course of our lives.
I would consider myself to have
had quite a few insanely impactful
friendships over the years. Some
of the people T was friends with
in high school I no longer speak
to, and some of them I haven’t lost
contact with for a single day—it’s
crazy how that works, isn’t it?

People come and go from our
lives; yet, I am lucky enough to
have had one person stick by my
side for the last decade—my best
friend, Madyson. We have been

attached at the hip since we were

seven years old, and, having seen
each other at our highest and low-
est points, there’s not much that
could surprise either of us. This
particular friendship began in sec-
ond grade, on the playground
during recess, and has continued
through the divorce of both of
our parents, different relationships
and friend groups, high school,
and then us moving hundreds of
miles apart. Through every phase
of our lives, we have always had the
other there—whether in person or
in heart, we are always with one
another. And with connections as
strong as ours, comes a plethora of
memories worth honoring.

For my birthday in eighth grade
Madyson gave me a “jar of mem-
ories,” which was a mason jar
filled with sticky notes depicting
the things she loves about me, her
favorite memories, and just things
she wanted to tell me. I open the
jar anytime I feel sad or homesick.
The surprising number of memo-
ries we had made in a short period
of time, now feel like a lifetime ago.
I remember this one day when we
had a ‘best friend date’; we had our
parents drop us off at Panera and
we had lunch—where T wrapped
a piece of bread in a napkin and
stuck it in my purse (attempting to
embrace my inner Aladdin)—and
then we walked to mini golf, where

Mads got attacked by a bird. I don't
think I have ever laughed so hard
in my life!

There were also the less happy
times we faced together, though;
but for every single one of these
times, I had this tall, blonde,
goofy girl standing beside me,
holding my hand through it all. At
this point, we dont consider our-
selves as just friends, but rather
sisters. 'This was made evident in
a text she sent me when she told
me she was moving to North Car-
olina—the furthest we have ever
been from one another in our
lives: “I could never forget about
you, youre my little Devy, my sis-
ter, my partner n crime, and my
forever maid of honor and don’t
you forget that.” This friendship
turned into a sisterhood, and for
that I am so incredibly lucky—so
incredibly loved too.

Speaking of  sisterhood,
National Friendship Day just-so-
happens to fall on my oldest sis-
ter’s birthday! In a way, siblings
are the first friends you ever make.
Regardless of how many fights you
have and the growing up or apart,
your siblings are essentially where
you learn what friendship is. My
oldest sister, Brooke, is probably
one of my best friends now. We
experienced things growing up
that brought us extremely close

and made it easier to lean on one
another. As weird as it is watching
your best friend get married, hav-
ing kids, and becoming their own
person with their own life, it’s also
really cool getting to be a part of it
all along the way.

Whether its with siblings or
friends, one of the best kinds of
friendships, in my opinion, are
where you have someone in your
life who knows you better than
you know yourself—because these
types of friends are those who will
call you out when you need it
most. As hard as it is to be called
out, it’s also great because they
make you realize that you do have
people in your life who have your
back; people who want you to be
the best version of yourself.

Nonetheless, all friendships
change and evolve and change
over the years. You can lose some,
gain some, some even turn into
something more—Tlike sisterhood
or, as | recently learned, a relation-
ship. One of the best friendships
I have at Mount—aside from my
roommate/best friend—is with
my boyfriend. I was always told
growing up that the best relation-
ships start as great friendships,
and I've learned that it’s not too
far off from the truth.

Friendships not only teach you
about other people, but they teach

you about yourself. They help you
learn what’s good for you, how to
stick up for yourself, and so much
more. We can learn a lot from
the people surrounding us, even
if we don’t realize it. I'm incred-
ibly lucky to have so many great
friends in my life currently, and I
even consider myself lucky to have
the friendships that were lost over
the years. We should take into
account the way other people help
make us who we are as we grow
older, regardless of whether or not
we are friends with certain peo-
ple still. They had an impact on
our lives at one point because of
a friendship, and that impact us
even as time moves on.

I urge you to take some time on
August 26th to recognize and cel-
cbrate your friendships. Whether
it be by telling them face to face,
making plans together, or even just
thinking about them with grati-
tude, it is a celebration, nonetheless.

Happy National Friendship
Day to all my friends; those who
I have lost touch with, those I still
have, and even the friends I am
yet to make. I would not be where
I am now without any of them by
my side.

1o read other articles by Devin
QOuwen, visit the Authors section of

Walkersville. net.

Junior
Global Sleep Under the
Stars Day

Joseph Carlson
MSMU Class of 2025

ery often I walk through the

woods by my house. It is stun-
ning how magical such a place can
be, even to an adult, if only he is left
to his own thoughts. Once, a bird
landed along the path before me, in
much the same way Miss Dickin-
sons did. Happy to have a compan-
ion, I looked for a while, expecting it
to fly away and the moment to be lost

soon enough. Well, the bird did not

fly away, and as I moved closer, it kept
hopping along beside me. Soon I had
walked a good part of the path follow-
ing the bird, half expecting Aslan or
the Lord Jesus to be around the cor-
ner. Eventually the bird took a turn
I could not follow, into a neighbor’s
yard, and I left begrudgingly. The
birds are good friends, I think, and the
older I get, the more I envy them. The
birds seem to me to be content doing
what they are meant to be doing —
not just flying, but, among other
things, sleeping outside. Birds man-
age their whole lives outdoors, and
spend much of their time in the sky.
The modern person could probably
be said to live in the opposite manner.

The sky is surprising. The sky is

constang; it is there for everyone to

see, yet few people look up. Life keeps
us from looking up, but in doing so
we forget to live, we forget that there
is something better, something con-
stant, something strange, something
surprising and beautiful and lovely
and messy but perfect, always above
us and with us, as if enveloping the
space we take up and guiding our
course through the heavens. Instead,
we go to sleep looking at the ceiling;
We trade the stars for nighdights and
security.

August 8th is Global Sleep Under
the Stars Day. The whole idea of
sleeping under the stars has made
me think about humanity’s relation-
ship with nature. Should we be as
separate as we are now from nature?

Certainly not. People suffer desper-
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ately without sunlight, it seems; Vita-
min D ought to be the easiest vitamin
to get but deficiencies are common.
Without going outside regularly, the
body’s serotonin levels drop, and it
is difficult not to feel depressed. It is
easy to realize that our concrete castles
are making us feel bad; after all, we
have an incredible amount in com-
mon with animals, even with birds,
and animals certainly do not avoid
the outdoors. I am certainly happy
with my air conditioning and com-
fortable mattress, but I also know that
desiring comfort is often an easy way
to make a bad choice. It is natural of
course, but it might very well lead to
unnatural conditions for the human
person.

I have a dog that is somewhat
crazy. We found out that she is
inbred, and currently she is on prozac
for her clinical anxiety, and she barks
all the time, etc. One night, some-
time after midnight, I happened to
be up, and found my dog waiting at
the door for me to let her out. This
is not incredibly uncommon, since
dogs need to use the restroom in the
middle of the night as often as their
human counterparts. But after wait-
ing about ten minutes, I realized that
she was not coming in; in fact she was
way back in the yard and out of sight.
It was winter, so I was anxious to get
her back in, but I went outside look-
ing for her. I found her contently sit-
ting in a field of grass, not a care in
the world. Already I was impressed.
I tried to bring her in, but she would
put both paws on me as if she were
giving me a hug, and then roll onto
the ground. I figured, if you can't beat
them, join them, and I laid down

next to her. The stars were perfect.
realized that this might be the only
time she ever gets where everything is
quiet. We live near a highway, which
is partly why she barks so often, but at
12:30am, you couldn' hear a sound.

My dog was raised on a farm. We
made the mistake of picking the
puppy chasing the guinea hens (she
still has an identical energy). We
should have known then that a dog
that had never been indoors before
would always prefer the sky. I won-
der if we are something like that, if we
human beings are made for one thing
and we are born into a broken world
that keeps it from us. I dont think
that we are supposed to sleep outside
all the time, or even that we are nec-
essarily made for that. I'm really not
sure what I think.

I get a litde teary-eyed thinking
about my dog out in the field. I like
to think that I understand what that’s
like — all the time being surrounded
by unnatural noise, and only desir-
ing something natural and quiet and
simple. The birds in the air arc a licde
freer than my dog. Sure, they are not
nearly as comfortable as housepets (as
often as my pets have taken my spot
on the couch, they’re more comfort-
able than I am), but they have some-
thing that we do not have. When
they go to sleep, they do not see a
dark wall above them or a light in the
cornet, but they see the whole uni-
verse stretched out before them. I
think we would be better off if we got
comfortable doing the same thing.

10 read other articles by Joseph Carl-
son, visit the Author’s section of Walk-
ersville.net
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Senior

International Blind
Dog Day

Claire Doll
MSMU Class of 2024

n the final moments of my dog’s

life, he couldnt see. He could
barely hear. He walked slowly
around the house, his body thin and
frail. I can still remember the sound
of his paws against hardwood floor,
his collar tags ringing together. His
sixteen years of life behind him, as if
weighing him down. Yet, although
he was quite literally blind (cata-
racts) and couldn’t make out most
noises, he still turned his head at the
sound of my voice, folded his ears
down and crept towards me. And
just like that, I was six years old
again, and he was the new puppy
crawling into my lap.

I had no idea that International
Blind Dog Day was a thing. Cele-
brated on August 23rd, this holi-
day appreciates dogs with blindness.
As dogs have evolved with people,
their health issues have related to
human nature as well. The care and
protection of dogs has only recently
become a priority, and International
Blind Dog Day serves to sensitize
owners and recognize our beloved
pets disabilities which also matter.

When 1 first saw that this holi-
day existed, I immediately thought
of two things: Toby, my childhood
dog who passed at the age of 16
years in 2021, and a class I took last
fall, called Literature and the Envi-
ronment.

The English course focused on
the representation of animals in lit-
erature. We read books such as Life
of Pi, exploring the roles between
wildlife and humans, and we even
researched  the
impacts humans have left on the
world, and the records of this left

behind in literature as well. It was

environmental

a fascinating course, using literary
analysis, philosophical perspectives,
and scientific research to pose inter-
esting questions—questions we've
spent several classes discussing,
When we reached the unit on pets,
the questions grew deeper, and the
discussions grew emotional.

For example: is it possible for a dog
to love? Do dogs have souls? If dogs
experience pain, does this suffering
reveal a greater spiritual reason?

When I was young and spent my
childhood growing up with Toby—
playing dress up and sneaking him
into my bedroom at night—I was
convinced that we were best friends.
Long before he developed blindness
and became hard of hearing and was
in constant pain, he would run cir-

cles around the backyard, play catch

with his favorite toy, and lie in the
sun. I would sit down next to him
and feel certain that we were best
friends, that he loved me as much as
I loved him.

But this Literature and the Envi-
ronment course revealed theories
that went against what I believed
as a child. For example, the attach-
ment theory shows how the very
close relationships between pets
and humans serve merely as a trans-
action for nurturing behaviors. In
these relationships, while pets seek
safety and protection, humans crave
companionship. It is in our nature
to believe that dogs love us, that
they are here for our utility, that
their pain is our pain.

As Toby grew older, and as I pro-
gressed to college, I noticed how
his age slowed him down. He lost
some of his hearing, and if I looked
closely, I noticed what looked like
blurry clouds in his right eye: cat-
aracts. Toby couldn’t see well, and
I did what any human would have
done. I imagined myself in his
shoes—I mean, paws.

This raised another question: do
animals feel emotion? Did Toby feel
sad or upset that he lost his eyesight?
Did he grow sorrowful over his once
clear vision?

Emotions are a very subjective
experience, individual to our own
psychological states and processes.

However, we must assume that ani-
mals have emotions to understand
the roots of their behavior and how
they process positive and negative
experience.

At the very end of Toby’s life,
when we took him to the veterinary
clinic to “put him down,” I wanted
to know so badly if Toby felt emo-
tion. Although he couldn’ see, did
he recognize this? Was he conscious
of his lack of eyesight, his hard of
hearing?

I held Toby for the last time,
and he looked up at me with those
blurred, big brown eyes, and sud-
denly, I was six again, staring up at
my baby puppy. But I was twenty,
and Toby was dying, and he couldn
see me. He was suffering every day
and needed the pain to go away. And
although I couldnt for sure know if
he felt sad or upset or sorrowful, I
knew he was unsettled. Toby didn’
know what was happening, but he
knew something was different.

And he couldnt see. I imagined
being blind myself, hearing distant
voices and being in a cold room and
feeling scared, shaking and shivering.

In the final moments of Toby’s life,
he fele the pierce of a shot, yelped
loudly; and then stopped shaking in
fear. Felt his last pulses of life. Then
slipped away quietly.

It was difficult, experiencing this.
Toby was an amazing dog, and even

if he was just a dog, I loved him as
my best friend all throughout my
childhood. But when I took Liter-
ature and the Environment, only
then did I reflect on the emotions
we experience when going through
things like this.

Toby being blind revealed a
deeper type of empathy I struggled
to define. How could I know for sure
if he felt scared or sad when losing his
eyesight? How can any human cope
with this, with the knowledge that a
dog might be suffering when we can't
truly know this for sure? It’s its own
type of sadness, somewhere between
feeling empty and hopeless.

But what do we know? That
International Blind Dog Day exists,
meaning there is so much for love
for all dogs, especially those with dis-
abilities. That there is an attachment
between humans and their pets, and
so what if we call this love? In its
most simple definition, love is a pow-
erful connection that transforms.

By writing about Toby and reflect-
ing on the August 23rd holiday, I
want to raise awareness to all the dogs
struggling with blindness—whether
they know this or not—Dbecause they
are loved, fully, and this is most defi-
nitely known.

16 read other articles by Claire Doll,
visit the Author's section of Walkers-
ville.net.

The Graduate

National Thrifting Day

McKenna Snow
MSMU Class of 2023

<« Buy it nice or buy it twice” is gen-
erally a helpful rule of thumb
when purchasing things that you'll
need for years to come. Buying nice
dlothing, especially, can be a wor-
thy investment—linen fabrics will be
sturdier and longer-lasting than syn-
thetic materials, and theyll likely be
more breathable, too. A hand-made
cashmere sweater will be softer and
warmer than a sweater made from
rayon that will shrink after one wash
and improper dry. However, when
I've looked at price tags for cashmere
sweaters, it is evident to me that in
this case, buying nice isn't just unnec-
essary, it simply isn't feasible.
However, I ty to avoid purchas-
ing cheaper dothing from fast-fash-
ion stores. The insistent pressure to
keep up with whats “in” this week,
even though it will change next week,
along with the darker production and
labor practices of many companies
that create cheap fashion, are both
reason enough for me to strive to stay
away. More ethical companies, how-
ever, are oftentimes more expensive,
especially since the quality is usually
better. But I cannot get all my cloth-
ing from all these better, nicer brands,
simply because I cant afford it. So I
face a dilemma: my moral preference
is to avoid the fast-fashion industry,
and my frugality limits the ability to
“buy nice” to my heart’s content.
The solution? Thrifting. The good
news is, you dont have to go to the
top of the line, name-brand stores

to buy things nice. You dont have
to go to the best of the best kitchen-
ware store or dorm-decorating depart-
ment to find what you'll need for your
new home, apartment or college life.
Thrift stores often have gently-used
decorations and furniture. Moreover,
thrift stores are a fantastic option to
not only downsize your own closet
through donating gently-used items
and clothing, but they are also a great
place to find great-quality clothing for
a fraction of the price.

If youve never gone thrifting
before, I suggest you give it a uy. A
great day to go is August 16th, which
is Nadonal Thrifting Day, a day to
celebrate  reusing, donating, and
re-purchasing gently-used items and
dothing,

I am a huge fan of thrifting, and
have been going to thrift stores for
years. When I was in ninth grade, my
friend invited me to be her plus-one
at a dance her private school was host-
ing, I was so excited to get dressed up
in a fancy prom-dress style gown and
go to this dance with my friend. But
upon going to a department store to
see their options for dresses, I realized
that their price tags far exceeded what
I could afford, and I would have to
look elsewhere. For weeks, my mom
and I looked at thrift stores, and had
very little success, but we continued to
look to find just the right dress.

We were out running errands prob-
ably a week before this dance. I still
didnt have a dress, and felt like I had
looked everywhere. I asked my mom
if T could just run into the local Good-
will one more time, even though I had
already checked there last week. I ran in
with my sister, and found their formal

dress section. Lo and behold, I found a
beautiful formal dress that fit perfectly.
It was in almost perfect condition, and
I feltlovely in it. Itwas probably around
twenty dollars in total. The dress was
petfect for the dance with my friend,
and I didn' have to worry about wast-
ing tons of money on a dress I really
only wore once.

Similarly, some of my favorite out-
fits have been entirely thrifted. I found
a top-quality maroon flannel button
up I wore all through high school in
the wintertime, and even through
college. I have found beautiful skirts
for daily Mass, and casual dresses for
summertime, almost always under
ten dollars. I also found the twin-
kling, long string of icicle lights that
I hung in my dorm for a grand total
of four dollars. They lasted me the
entirety of my senior year, and added
an element of cozy décor that helped
me feel at home. One of my favor-
ite mugs, a neat dark blue mug with
a fox carved into it, was found on a

thrifting adventure out with my boy-
friend. In the same wip, I purchased
a flower vase for 99 cents, so that the
flowers my boyfriend brought me
could finally have a proper place on
my desk.

This year, I've been in need of some
nicer shoes for fall, but have been
waiting to find the right pair at the
right price. Just a few days ago, [ went
on a double-thrifting adventure with
my sister and a friend; at the first thrift
store, I found a pair of tan shoes, great
brand, great condition, and great for
fall—that I purchased for five dol-
lars. At the second store several miles
down the road, I found the exact
same pair of shoes, but in black, in
near-petfect condition. Needless to
say, my closet for fall is about ready to
go. From all my experiences both in
thrifting and finding what I need, and
also by donating during spring clean-
ings, I cannot stress enough the value
of thrift stores.

You can find a lot of treasures thrift-

ing. You cant find everything you
need, but you can find a lot, and it’s
worth the treasure hunt. Its also a
good habit to go through your clos-
ets and get rid of what you truly dont
wear, or donate that extra piece of fur-
niture for someone else to get good
use out of.

Buying nice doesnt have to mean
breaking your bank account. It can
mean an outing with friends or family
members to one’s local thrift store—
you never know what you might find.
Maybe a prom dress, maybe a framed
picture, maybe a new pair of shoes.
Heres to August 16th, National
Thrifting Day. Lets all pitch in to
combat wastefulness, excessive con-
sumerism, and the myth that buying
nice means buying over-priced. Go
to your local thrift store and see what
treasures you might find!

10 read other articles by McKenna
Snow, visit the Authors section of Walk-
ersville.net.
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ARTS

Music, Gettysburg! presents Cormorant’s Fancy

Featuring the song and dance tradi-
tions of the Ireland and the Celtic
Nations, one of the Gettysburg area’s
favorite bands, Cormorants Fancy,
will perform a free outdoor con-
cert Sunday, August 6th at 6:00 pm
at the outdoor performance pavil-
ion in Schmucker Grove, just north
of Springs Avenue on the United
Lutheran Seminary campus.

Ni Riann School of Irish Dance,
under the direction of Holly Lan-
teigne-Marrow;, will perform with the
band to bring to life an exciting Celtic
experience! Bring a blanket or lawn
chairs, and a picnic dinner! The con-

cert is free and open to the public. In
the event of inclement weather, the
concert will move next door to the
United Lutheran Seminary Chapel.
Check our website at www.musicget-
tysburg.org for last minute updates.
Cormorant’s Fancy wings across gen-
erations and oceans with traditional and
contemporary music of Ireland, along
with Scotland, Wales, Comnwall, and
North America. Passion for their heri-
tage pulses in every note! Driving reels,
sprighdy jigs, haunting airs, beautiful
ballads, spirited songs and good-hu-
mored sing-alongs feature fancy-full har-

monies and soaring instrumentals that

blend vocals, concertina, fiddle, penny
whistle, guitar; keyboards and bodhrdn.
The group features Beth Folke-
mer, Steve Folkemer and their daugh-
ter Margaret Folkemer-Leonard, as
well as Ricky Czar and Ryan Kozak.
Ni Riain School of Irish Dance’s
Performing Company includes the
Folkemer’s granddaughter, Allyson
Folkemer. Her father Joel will com-
plete the roster as guest vocalist.
Music, Gettysburg! is a premier
concert series featuring interna-
tional, national, regional and local
musical artists for the greater south
central Pennsylvania region. The

United Lutheran Seminary Chapel
is at 147 Seminary Ridge in Gettys-
burg. For more information about
this and other concerts in the Music,

Gettysburg! schedule, call 717-339-
1334, visit www.musicgettysburg,

org, or email to info@musicgettys-

burg.org.

Way off Broadway’s A Gentleman’s Guide to Love & Murder

Justin Kiska

e Way Off Broadway Dinner

Theatre’s 2023 Season continues

this fall with the Tony Award-winning

musical A Gentleman’s Guide to Love
and Murder.

'The show, opening September 8th,
is a hilarious dark comedy about a dis-
tant heir to the D’Ysquith family for-
tune who sets out to speed up the line
of succession by using a great deal of
charm...and a dash of murder. Gen-
tleman’s Guide is a murderous romp
filled with unforgettable music and
non-stop laughs as low-born Monty
Navarro designs a plan to knock off his

unsuspecting relatives without being
caught and become the ninth Earl of
Highhurst. And what of love? Because
murder isnt the only thing on Mon-
ty's mind...

Gentleman’s Guide is based on Roy
Horniman’s 1907 novel Israel Rank:
The Autobiography of a Criminal.
The book inspired the 1949 British
film Kind of Heart and Coronets.

In 2012, Gentlemans Guide pre-
miered at the Hartford Stage in Con-
necticut, followed by a run at the Old
Globe Theatre in San Diego the fol-
lowing year.

The show artived on Broadway in

the fall of 2013 when it opened at the

Walter Kerr Theatre starring Jeffer-
son Mays as all nine members of the
D’Ysquith family and Bryce Pinkham
as Monty Navaro. The production
went on to run through January 2016,
closing after more than 900 perfor-
mances. At the 2014 Tony Awards,
it was the most nominated show of
the season garnering ten nominations
including Best Actor in a Musical for
both Mays and Pinkham. When the
Tonys were announced, Gentlemarn's
Guide took home four trophies — Best
Musical, Best Book, Best Direction,
and Best Costumes. It also won seven
Drama Desk Awards and four Outer
Ciritics Circle Awards.

Taking on the nine D’Ysquith fam-
ily members for Way Off Broadway’s
production is Michael Reid opposite
Jarod Glou making is Way Off Broad-
way debut as Monty Navarro. They
will be joined on stage by Megan Eliz-
abeth West as Sibella, Laura Saunders
as Phoebe, and Jessica Billones as Miss
Shingle. Taking on the fifty additional
roles in the show are Amy M. Cajigas,
Raquel Luciano, Stephen Soares, and
Wil Spaeth.

A Gentlemans Guide to Love and
Murder runs September 8th though
October 21st and has a book by Rob-
ert L. Freedman, music by Steven
Lutvak, and lyrics by Freedman and

Lutvak. Justin M. Kiska directs the
production, with musical direction
by Tina M. Bruley and stage manage-
ment by Mitch Brannen.

Performances are every Friday and
Saturday evening, with matinees on
the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sunday of each
month. Tickets on a Friday evening or
Sunday afternoon are $55 per person;
on Saturday evening, tickets are $59.
Tickets may be purchased by calling
the theatre’s Box Office at (301) 662-
6600.

To learn more about A Gentleman’s
Guide to Love and Murder, or any of
Way Off Broadways presentations,
visit www.wayoffbroadway.com.

Frederick Shakespeare Festival heads into the Jazz Age

ndangered Species theatre Project

ESPtheatre) presents a Deaf/hear-
ing integrated production of Twelfth
Night or What You Will as our Main-
stage Production in the Frederick Shake-
speare Festival.

Twwelfth Night is set to captivate audi-
ences with a fanciful, fun, and fast-paced,
open-air production at the Hodson Out-
door Theatre — bringing Shakespeares

beloved comedy to life under the stars—
an unforgettable evening of laughter; love,
and mistaken identities.

“As the sun sets and the moon takes
its place, Hood college turns into a
magjcal atmosphere that is perfect for
Twelfth Night,” says Director Christine
Mosere. “Ever since our fully integrated
production of Romeo & Juliet back in
2021, I've wanted to bring this form of

theatre back to Frederick — home of
the Frederick School for the Deaf.” She
continues, “We are thrilled to be back at
Hood College, which is nestled inside a
border of bushes making it easy to trans-
port into the fictional island of Illyria.”
ESPtheatres Romeo & Juliet com-
poser, Garth Kravitshas returned
bring Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night songs
into the Jazz age. Chicago based Direc-

Thurmont Community
Ambulance Service

FProudly Serving Northern Fradarick Co. for Over Half a Canfury

Friday Night

for a fun filled night
Doors Open @ § p.m.

Bingo begins @ 7 p.m.

Thurmont Event Complex

13716 Strafford Drive, Thurmont
301-271-7550

www.thurmonteventcomplex.com

A

tor of Artistic Sign Language Crom
Saunders has joined our team to bring
Shakespeares words into ASL.

The cast features an ensemble of
players performing multiple roles and
incdudes deaf actor Richard Costes as
Feste, Evan Crump as Orsino, Surasree
Das as Viola, and Deaf actor Michelle
Mary Schaefer as Olivia. Courtesy of
Actors Equity Association (pending
approval) Gillian Shelly will open the
show as Malvolia, and Michael Harris as
Sir Toby Belch.

Get ready to embark on a rollicking
rollercoaster of mistaken identities, wild
antics, and a dash of enchantment in

Shakespeares “Twelfth Night” — with
shipwrecks, gender bending, and a tan-
gled love triangle! This delightful com-
edy will have you laughing, cheering,
and dancing along to its festive jazz era
tunes. So bring your own blanket or
chair, join the revelry, and let the mer-
riment of “Twelfth Night” sweep you
away into a world of sheer theatrical joy!

Dont miss our unique Deaf/Hearing
Integrated Production of Twelfth Night
or What You Will Outdoors on the
Hood College Campus (Hodson Out-
door Theater) undl August 11th. Tick-
etsare all pay-what-you-can and include
a $0 option.

b

Pefrella Plano Studio

Erin Petrella, B.A. Music, SPC
Piano Teacher, Accompanist, & Organist
Accepting students / cliems for plano lessons,
accompanying, & religious services / evenis,

Thurmont & Hagerstown
(610} 284-5075

https:Apetrellapianostudio.com/contact
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COOKING

Summer sweet treats

Sonya Verlaque

helped out a friend at work, he had

baseball tickets with this son but
was scheduled to work and they were
really disappointed. So, I picked it up
for them. We are a small group and
try to help each other out with stuff
like this. The next time I saw him he
brought me a lovely bottle of bour-
bon, but my husband and I aren big
drinkers so I didn't really know what
to do with it.

While driving home - and its a long
drive from WV - I was chatting with
a friend and she suggested making a
bourbon Pecan pie. Brilliant, although
the last time we had one our friend
had made it and she was Mormon and
wasnt sure when to add the bourbon-
so it was “potent.” This recipe ensures
that you cook the bourbon, so its safe to
have more than one slice.

Chocolate Bourbon Pecan Pie

Ingredients

1 9-inch pie crust (store-bought or
homemade)

1 cup granulated sugar

1 cup light corn syrup

1/2 cup butter (1 stick)

4 large eggs, beaten

1/4 cup bourbon

1 tsp vanilla extract

1/4 tsp salt

6 ozs semi-sweet chocolate chips
(approximately 1 cup)

1 cup chopped pecans

Preparation: Preheat oven to 325
degrees E Next, line a deep dish pie
plate with the pie crust, set aside. Com-
bine sugar, corn syrup and butter in a
saucepan. Stirring constantly, cook over
medium heat until butter melts and
sugar completely dissolves. Remove
from heat and cool to just above room
temperature.

In a large (metal, if possible) bowl,
combine egg, bourbon, vanilla and salt
and mix thoroughly: Place the bowl on
adamp towel on the counter, this keeps
it steady for the next step. Very slowly
pour cooled sugar mixture into egg
mixture, whisking constandy so that
the heat from the sugar mixture doesnt
cook the egg mixture, I like to actually
do this in a metal bowl that is pretty tall
and pour it down the side of the bowl
while whisking- which helps cool it.

Make sure the mixture is not hot
enough to melt the chocolate too much
then add the chocolate chips and pecans
and stir to mix well. Pour mixture into
pie shell. Bake in preheated oven for 50
to 55 minutes or until set and golden
on top. Serve warm or chilled and with
whipped cream if you have it!

Its stone fruit season and it would
be remiss if we didnt crumble some-
thing, This crumble can also be a plum,
apricot or cherry - whatever you enjoy
most.

Peach Crumble

Ingredients

Crust and Crumbles

140 grams (1 cup) all-purpose flour

130 grams (1 cup and Y5 cup) rolled
oats

155 grams (% cup) granulated
sugar

1 tsp cinnamon

V4 tsp salt (optional)

150 g (2/3 cup) unsalted butter,
melted and cooled

Peach Filling

450 grams (2 cups) peaches, peeled
and cut into small pieces

30 grams (2 tbsp) granulated sugar

2 tsp comnstarch

1 tsp fresh lemon juice

1 tsp almond extract

Preparation: Preheat the oven to
350°E Grease 8 inch square oven-proof

dish and line the bottom and sides
with parchment paper, about 2 inches
of overhang on each side. Chop the
peaches into almost ¥2-1 inch pieces.
First, mix the peaches with lemon juice
and then with the almond extract.
Next, toss with comstarch and sugar.
Set aside. Mix the flour, rolled oats,
sugar, cinnamon, salt in a medium
bowl. Then add the melted butter
and stir with a spoon or spatula. Place
%5 of the mixture into an oven-proof
dish that is lined with parchment paper.
Use your hands or a spoon to spread the
mixture evenly.

Next, cover the crust with the peach
mixture but leave the excess liquid in
the bowl. You may want to use this
liquid later if there a lot left as a drizzle.
Sprinkle the remaining dough over the
peaches. If you like you can make some
big crumble pieces by squeezing crum-
ble mixture in your hand before sprin-
kling, Use your fingertips to press to the
crumbles so they can stick to peaches.

Bake for 33-35 minutes until the top
becomes golden brown and the crum-
bles are crunchy. Let it cool at room
temperature for almost 1 hour. Then
keep in the fridge for extra 1.5 hours
undl it is completely cool so you can
have nicely cut bars. Using the parch-
ment paper you can lift it out of the
pan and cut it into squares with a sharp
knife.

To use the left over peach liquid
as a drizzle for the bars once they are
cooled. You can place that liquid into
a small pan and heat it up to thicken
it as the water evaporates. Or if it is a
large amount, make a slurry of I'TBSP
of cold water and 1TBSP of cornstarch
and add it to the pot and bring to a
boil, stirring continuously which will
thicken it.

The Best Slow

Cooker Pulled Pork

Every night people want dinner. If
have enough forethought, I love to use

Chocolate Bourbon Pecan Pie

the crockpot to make a full dinner, usu-
ally have left overs and also not heat up
the house in the summer. This is my
favorite go to pork shoulder, and then
after shredding - put in the oven for a

few minutes for “burnt ends.”

Ingredients

4 pound pork shoulder
2 tbsp smoked paprika
2 tbsp brown sugar

1 tsp pepper

1 tsp cayenne pepper

1 tsp garlic powder

1 tsp onion powder

1 tsp kosher salt

1/4 cup apple cider vinegar
3/4 cup water

Preparation: Mix together all of the
dried spices and rub into all sides of the

pork. Place vinegar and water in bot-
tom of slow cooker. Carefully add pork
(so you dont wash off spices). Cover
and cook on low for about 8 hours.
Remove pork and shred (remove any
large fatty pieces and discard). Add
juices from slow cooker as desired.

You can also strain some of the
juices through a fine mesh strainer
into a sauce pan, and then make
a slurry with 2 tbsp of water and 2
tbsp of cornstarch and add to the
pan, then bring to a boil to thicken
into a gravy for the meat or mashed
potatoes. For brown, crispy ends, put
shredded meat on foil lined baking
sheet and broil for a couple of min-
utes in the oven (watch carefully!)

1o read other cooking articles, visit the
Authors section of EWalkersville.net.
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We carry a great
selection of local

wines to choose from!

RED HEFER
LINGAMORE

WwINECELL ARS

BUY FRESH!

U.S. Route 15 - 15036 N. Franklinville Rd.

301-271-2737

BUY LOCAL!

Yellow & White Peaches, Lodi Apples
Nectarines, Blackberries, Blueberries
Sweet Plums, Cantaloupes
Kale, Cucumbers, Squash, Tomatoes
Peppers, Cabbage, Swiss Chard

Coming Soon: Summer Rambo,
Paula Red & Gala Apples

FRUIT SMOOTHIES & SLUSHIES!

Jams, Jellies & Honey
Fresh Baked or Frozen Fruit Pies
Apple Cider Donuts
Local Crafts

CUT YOUR OWN FLOWERS
Market open 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. daily

wwnw.catoctinmountainorchard.com
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ASTRONOMY

The night sky of August

Professor Wayne Wooten

or August the full moon, the

Thunder Moon, is on August
Ist. It passes two degrees south
of Saturn on August 3rd. The
last quarter moon is three degrees
north of Jupiter and Uranus on
August 8th, with all three rising
about midnight. The slender wan-
ing crescent moon will offer littde
problem for observing the Perseid
meteor showers on the weekend
of August 12th. Expect a meteor a
minute under dark skies, with most
arriving after midnight, and the
radiant in Perseus climbing higher
in the dawn hours. The new moon
is on August 16th, and passes the
planets Mercury and Mars in twi-
light on August 18th, a great photo
op. the moon is first quarter on
August 24th, and a “Blue Moon”
(the second full, moon of a calen-
dar month) on August 30th, when
it lies two degrees south of Saturn.

Mercury is at its best evening
appearance on August 9th, at great-
est eastern elongation 27 degrees
east of the Sun in the evening twi-
light. Venus lies between us and
the Sun at inferior conjunction on
August 13¢h, but will become visi-
ble just before sunrise in the dawn
sky by the first week of September.
Mars too is lost in the sun’s glare
this month. Jupiter is close to Ura-
nus in morning sky in Aries, but
will be rising in the NE by 10 PM
at month’s end. Saturn is at oppo-
sition, rising in SE in Aquarius at
sunset on August 27th; compared
to last year, the rings this year are
closing, and appear much thinner
in the telescope.

With climate change, more sun-
light is being trapped, and the earth
for the first time in history had an
average global temperature of 69
degrees F for three days in July, the
hottest on record. Our star itself
is not getting hotter, but it is get-
ting a lot more active, with a peak
in sunspots for the whole 21st cen-

E

Perseid
radiant
e

-

Capella

*

The Perseids are one of the brighter meteor showers of the year. They occur every year
between July 17 and August 24. This year they will peak on the night of Aug 12-13.

tury reached last week, two years
ahead of the predicted solar max-
imum.

While the naked eye, dark
adapted by several minutes away
from any bright lights, is a wonder-
ful instrument to stare up into deep
space, far beyond our own Milky
Way, binoculars are better for spot-
ting specific deep sky objects. For
a detailed map of northern hemi-
sphere skies, about July 31st visit
the  www.skymaps.com
site. and download the map for
August 2023; it will have a more

web-

extensive calendar, and list of best
objects for the naked eyes, binocu-
lars, and scopes on the back of the
map. There is also a video explor-
ing the August 2023 sky from the
Hubble Space Telescope website
at:  www.hubblesite.org/explore_
astronomy/tonights_sky/. Sky &
Telescope has highlights at www.
skyandtelescope.com/observing/
astronomy-podcasts/ for observing
the sky each week of the month.
In the photo note huge Active
Region 3633 at upper left; it had
just rotated onto the earth fac-
ing side of the Sun the day before,
but had been tracked from Mars
by the camera aboard the Curios-
ity Rover the previous week, since

i |
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Mars was 90 degrees east of the
Sun and could see half of the Sun
still hidden from earth! A true cos-
mic perspective! The larger spots to
the right of it are themselves bigger
than Earth!

The Big Dipper rides high in
the NW at sunset, but falls lower
each evening. Good scouts know
to take its leading pointers north
to Polaris, the famed Pole Star. For
us, it sits 30 degrees (our latitude)
high in the north, while the rotat-
ing earth beneath makes all the
other celestial bodies spin around
it from east to west.

Taking the arc in the Dipper’s
handle, we “arc” SE to bright
orange Arcturus, the brightest star
of Spring. Cooler than our yellow
Sun, and much poorer in heavy
elements, some believe its strange
motion reveals it to be an invad-
ing star from another smaller gal-
axy, now colliding with the Milky
Way in Sagittarius in the summer
sky. Moving almost perpendicu-
lar to the plane of our Milky Way,
Arcturus was the first star in the sky
where its proper motion across the
historic sky was noted, by Edmund
Halley.

Spike south to Spica, the hot

blue star in Virgo. From Spica

curve to Corvus the Crow, a four
sided grouping. It is above Cor-
vus, in the arms of Virgo, where
our large scopes will show mem-
bers of the Virgo Supercluster, a
swarm of over a thousand galaxies
about 50 million light years away
from us.

Hercules is overhead, with the
nice globular cluster M-13 marked
on your sky map and visible in
binocs. It is faintly visible with the
naked eye under dark sky condi-
tions, and among the best binoc
objects on the map back page.
The brightest star of the northern
hemisphere, Vega dominates the
NE sky. Binoculars reveal the small
star just to the NE of Vega, epsilon
Lyrae, as a nice double. Larger tele-
scopes at 150X reveal each of this
pair is another close double, hence
its nickname, the “double dou-
ble”...a fine sight under steady sky
conditions.

Below Vega are the two bright
stars of the Summer Triangle;
Deneb (to the north) and Altair.
Deneb is at the top of the North-
ern Cross, known as Cygnus the
Swan to the Romans. It is one
of the most luminous stars in
our Galaxy, about 50,000 times
brighter than our Sun. It sits atop

the Cross; at the other end is Albi-
reo, a fine orange and blue double
star well resolved at 20X by almost
any smaller scope.

To the south is the southernmost
member of the Triangle, Altair, the
brightest star of Aquila the Eagle.
If you scan the Milky Way with
binocs or a small spotting scope
between Altair and Deneb, you
will find many nice open star clus-
ters and also a lot of dark nebulae,
the dust clouds from which new
stars will be born in the future.

To the southeast, Antares is
bright in the heart of Scorpius. It
appears reddish (its Greek name
means rival of Ares or Mars to
the Latins) because it is half as
hot as our yellow Sun; it is bright
because it is a bloated red super-
giant, big enough to swallow up
our solar system all the way out
to Saturn’s orbit! Just above the
tail of the Scorpion are two fine
naked eye star clusters, M-7 (dis-
covered by Ptolemy and included
in his catalog about 200 AD) and
M-6, making one of the best bin-
ocular views in the sky. Your bin-
oculars are ideally suited to reveal
many fine open star clusters and
nebulae in this region of our Gal-
axy. Get a dark sky site, and use
the objects listed on the back of
the August 2023 SkyMap print-
out to guide you to the best deep
sky wonders for binoculars and
small telescopes.

East of the Scorpion’s tail is the
teapot shape of Sagittarius, which
marks the heart of our Milky Way
galaxy. Looking like a cloud of
steam coming out of the teapot’s
spout is the fine Lagoon Nebula,
M-8, easily visible with the naked
eye. Above it is the Trifid Nebula,
M-20, another fine and very color-
ful stellar nursery. Just east of these
young star birthplaces is the fine
globular cluster M-22, faintly vis-
ible to the naked eye and spectac-
ularly resolved in scopes of 8” or
larger aperture. Look just east of
the top star in the teapot of Sagit-
tarius with binoculars.

Farmers’ Almanac

“What dreadfidl hot weather we have!
1t keeeps me in a continual state of
inelegance”

—Jane Austen (1775-1817)

Mid-Adantic Weather Watch: Sea-
sonably warm (1, 2) with isolated
thunderstorms in the evening, hot
and humid (3, 4, 5, 6); dry, warm and
humid (7, 8, 9, 10) with PM show-
ers and more thunderstorms with
heavy rain, then dry and turning much
cooler and less humid (11, 12, 13, 14,
15) becoming hot and humid, with
scattered evening showers and storms
(16, 17, 18); dry; cooler and less humid
cool, less humid and dry at first, then
muggy with isolated evening thunder-
storms PM T west (19, 20, 21, 22, 23,
24, 25); seasonably warm with isolated
evening showers west; windy along the
coast from possible offshore hurricane

(26,27,28,29, 30, 31).

Severe Watch: The Town and
Country Almanack sees heavy

rains (11, 12, 13, 14 and periods
of high winds from off-shore hur-
ricane (28, 29, 30).

Full Moon: Augusts full moon
will occur on August 1st. Many
Native American tribes called it
Ripe Moon or Fruit Moon due to
the many fruits and vegetables that
ripen during the month.

Holidays: The end of summer is near,
“The Dogs Days” of Summer that
began on July 3rd, will end on Friday,
August 11th, and Labor Day is right
around the corner! Many are starting
school, some for the very first time,
and may need special attention. Begin
planning now and make a list of the
things that need to be done and when
they need to be completed. Schedule
immunizations and/or physicals, pur-
chase new clothes, and assess school
supplies that will be needed with ample
lead-time to ensure a successful ‘first
day for your young students.

The Garden: August is the peak of
the hot and dry season so your plants
will need water more than anything
during this time. If watering is limited
or restricted in your area, concentrate
on getting the most to newly planted
trees and shrubs. If the weather is cool,
Fescue can be sown to repair lawns in

the last week of August.

The Farm: Best for planting root crops
(7, 8, 9); weeding and stirring the soil
(14, 15, 16); plantng above-ground
crops (22, 23); harvesting all crops (1,
2); the best days for setting hens and
incubators (1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 24, 25,
26,27,28,29, 30, 31); the slaughtering
and butchering of meat (16, 17, 18, 19,
20, 21, 22, 23); transplanting (16, 17,
18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23); harvcstmg and
storing grains (18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23,
24,25, 26), the weaning of all small ani-
mals and livestock (1, 2, 3, 4, 24, 25, 26,
27,28,29,30,31).

J. Gruber’s Thought

For Today’s Living
“Congratulating oneselfis not the best
evidence of success”
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FITNESS & HEALTH

Frederick Health’s Cancer care

/s the largest healthcare pro-

vider in the county, Fred-
erick Health is more than just a
hospital. The system has invested
significant resources in expand-
ing cancer treatment options for
the community over the past ten
years. The most visible of these
investments is the free-stand-
ing James M Stockman Cancer
Institute, completed in 2017 and
located just off US Route 15 and
Opossumtown Pike.

But this large, state-of-the-art
facility is just part of an expansive
network of cancer care locations
available to residents, a network
that continues to grow.

To improve access to high-qual-
ity cancer care, Frederick Health
has recently started to offer
Oncology & Hematology ser-
vices at its Emmitsburg location.
This facility, which opened in the
autumn of 2022, helped to bring
Primary Care, Urgent Care, Labo-
ratory, Imaging, Physical Therapy
& Sports Rehab to northern Fred-
erick County.

Dr. Patrick Mansky, a fellow-
ship-trained and expert provider
with decades of experience, is
the Medical Director for Oncol-
ogy Care. Under his supervision,
Frederick Health is expanding
Oncology & Hematology efforts
in Emmitsburg.

Dr. Mansky, who graduated
from medical school in Germany
before moving to the United
States, has worked with some of
the country’s largest and most
prestigious cancer care networks.
These include Memorial Sloane
Kettering Hospital in New York
City, Case Western in Cleve-
land, the National Cancer Insti-
tute in Bethesda, and working
closely to develop a community
oncology research and treatment
program in Green Bay, Wiscon-
sin. Using his extensive expertise,
Dr. Mansky came to Frederick
Health eight and a half years ago
to help build the healthcare sys-
tem’s comprehensive approach to
cancer care.

Dr. Mansky and his team were
influential in helping to establish
the James M Stockman Cancer
Institute, both in the brick-and-
mortar and clinical senses. In
addition, Dr. Mansky has worked
to expand access to these Oncol-
ogy & Hematology services across
the county. From his experience
in other locations, he learned that
bringing care closer to patients
often made a big difference in
both outcomings and screenings.
As such, the first Frederick Health
satellite Oncology & Hematol-
ogy practice opened in Mt. Airy.
Almost immediately, he saw pos-
itive results.

“We expanded our cancer care
program by establishing these
satellite cancer treatment loca-
tions, starting with Mt. Airy. This
improved community
health and built a more compre-
hensive approach to treatment,”
says Dr. Mansky.

access,

Expanding these satellite care

locations” was always part of Dr.
Mansky’s plan.

“Naturally, when we opened
the Emmitsburg location last year,
expanding Oncology & Hematol-
ogy services to this location came
to mind,” he added.

Dr. Mansky, who began see-
ing patients at Frederick Health
Emmitsburg in April, says the eas-
iest way to prevent serious cancer
from developing and spreading
is to schedule routine screen-
ings and consultations. Patients
should take an active role in their
health by understanding cancer
risks. When those routine screen-
ings show something amiss, Dr.
Mansky and his team can recom-
mend each patient’s best course of
action. Depending on the patient,
that could be further treatment
at the James M Stockman Can-

cer Institute or additional care at
the Emmitsburg facility. While the
Stockman facility will still serve as
Frederick Health’s primary cancer
treatment location for things like
chemotherapy, Dr. Mansky knows
the benefits of having that initial
meeting closer to home.

“By bringing these services to
this community, we meet patients
where they are. I've had feedback
from existing patients telling me
that us being closer to their homes
a difference. We
patients from all over the northern
part of the county and south-cen-
tral Pennsylvania now coming to
Emmitsburg for treatment,” added
Mansky.

Located in one of the fast-
est-growing counties in the state,
Frederick Health is working to

makes have

meet the community’s growing

e treat

needs. With new facilities soon
to be brought online in Bruns-
wick and Urbana, Dr. Mansky was
optimistic that Frederick Health
would also expand the Oncology
& Hematology program to these
locations.

“Whether it's at our Emmits-
burg location or somewhere else
in our network, we can scan for a
wide variety of cancers. If a resi-
dent is concerned about some-
thing or has a family history of
cancer, please come see me for a
consultation,” said Mansky.

Any medical issue can be fright-
ening, and cancer is no different.
To help address a serious diagno-
sis like cancer, Frederick Health
is working to positively impact
the well-being of every individ-
ual in the community by offering
timely information and avail-
able resources and empowering
the patient by providing the most

up-to-date technology. Dr. Man-
sky, like most medical experts,
agrees that the patient experience
is often the most critical factor
in determining how individuals
access their healthcare. Ensur-
ing they feel heard and that their
care is unique is a primary factor
in an individual’s decision to pur-
sue one healthcare provider over
another.

In conclusion, Dr. Man-
sky wants the community, espe-
cially those in northern Frederick
County, to know they have expert,
accessible care close to home.

“We will be here, ready to care
for you and help you access these
services,” he concluded.

To learn more about this pro-
gram or schedule an appointment
with Dr. Mansky and his team,
call 240-566-4100 or visit www.
frederickhealth.org/oncologyhe-
matology.
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Brunswick launches third News-Journal

BRUNSWICK

NEWS-JOURNAL

Claire Doll
MSMU Class of 2024

'I"he city of Brunswick, located
in southwestern  Frederick
County, made the exciting decision
to start its own News-Journal to fill
the space that once was The Citi-
zen—the Town’s former newspaper.
A new publication means new
characteristics and ideas established
to the same surrounding area. There-
fore, the Brunswick News-Journal
will focus on local events and fea-
ture community matters rather than
just late breaking news. City Coun-
cil meetings, community events, new
business openings, local sports, pro-
files, and so much more will fill the
pages of the new publication, serving
as something that is different than
most other newspapers: articles and

ads from local businesses, and a gar-
den column with the latest advice
on growing your backyard. Recipes
and an editorial page, where opinion
articles are not only requested, but
encouraged. Humor and local essays
to read while sipping your coffee,
and even serialized fiction and poetry
that will keep you begging for more.

Delivered every month, the paper
will rely on the spirit of the Bruns-
wick community. Members can con-
tribute their own photos, thoughts,
ideas, and writing to help shape the
identity of their city.

However, the work to launch this
News-Journal should not go unno-
ticed, and it only shapes the mission
of this paper even more. The ACE
Group, composed of Advisors, Con-
tributors, and Editors, are making
this project possible.

21 West Frederick Street,

Walkersville

.

1 gvib2 1wi@gmail .com
301-845-4229

Monday: 6:30-7:30 p.m. and Thursday: 1-3 p.m.

Battlefield
Transport & Recovery

We tow everything: Light, Medium, Heavy Duty
Transport Vehicles, Buses, Cars, Machinery, Equipment

-
3 I F i -\.‘.,! i
i il T

Licensed, Professional
Friendly Drivers
Available 24/7
MD, PA, VA, WV

1221 Bruceville Rd., Keymar 410-984-2082

Charlez Mehring - COwaer

charlie, battlefieldiEcomenst me

Julie Maynard, former editor
and publisher of The Brunswick
Citizen, provided her business,
advertising, reporting, layout, and
design knowledge and insight.
Diane Ellis will focus on copyedit-
ing to ensure consistent format,
proper English, and readability of
the paper.

Other contributors include Julie
Goutrley, Jean Doyle, and Abbie
Ricketts.  Long-time  Frederick
County sports writers, Bill Cauley,
will cover the Brunswick sports sec-
tion, while Patrice Gallagher will
organize the newspaper’s layout and
design.

However, launching the paper was
no easy task. When asked what has
been a struggle while starting the
News-Journal, editor Ellis Burruss
says, “Figuring out an entirely new
business! Setting up mechanisms for
billing, advertising accounts, and all
that business stuff.”

‘The
nal takes inspiration from our own
Woodsboro-Walkersville News-Jour-
nal and the Emmitsburg News-Jour-
nal as well. To see another town

Brunswick  News-Jour-

following in our footsteps indicates
the effect of the news-journal format.
Rather than a paper filled with ran-
dom ads and late-breaking news, a
news-journal identifies with its com-
munity and brings multiple perspec-
tives to shape the backdrop of one
town.

Michael Hillman, publisher of
Emmitsburg  News-Journal —and
Woodsboro-Walkersville News-Jour-
nal, is credited for his brilliant work
with both publications. “Mike Hill-
man has been a tremendous source
of information, experience, and con-
tacts,” says Ellis Burruss.

If you live in the Brunswick area
and are interested in contribut-
ing to the new publication, and if

Thurmont Community Ambulance Service

Proudly serving northern Frederick Co. for over half a century

summer Gun & Gash Bash

o

Doors open at 10 a.m.
Drawings begin at 11:45 a.m.

Food, Beer, Wine Coolers & Soda Included
Moon - 5 p.m.

Mo one under 18 - |ID Required - Must present ticket to enter

No pets except service animals - NO CARRYOUTS ALLOWED
Bring your lawn chairs & canopy

PRIZES Drawn Every 5 Minutes

Ticket holders can win multiple prizes

Firearms supplied by Skeeters Firearms
All regurlated fireavms to be picked up af gun shop after background check. AW AN regulated frearms.

For tickets: 301-148-3399 o 301-271-3820

or any Friday Night at the Complex from 5 - 10 p.m.

Thurmont Event Complex
13716 Strafford Dr., Thurmont ® www.thurmonteventcomplex.com

301-271-7550

Saturday, August 3

520

PER
PERSON

you have a writing background and
a heavy interest in the Brunswick/
Lovettsville area, contact the staff
at Editor@BrunsNews.com. Fea-
ture stories and historical articles are
more than welcome.

The Brunswick News-Journal’s
mission statement reveals the paper’s

ultimate purpose: “The BNJ is ded-

penings in our community, keeping
people up to date on local govern-
ment plans and actions, alerting peo-
ple to upcoming activities of local
organizations, and providing an eco-
nomical means for local businesses to
advertise to local people. Its empha-
sis is on local.” Look out for the
News-Journal’s debut edition in the

icated to informing citizens of hap- ~ Brunswick area!

Christine H. Alol, D.M.D.
Family Dentist

Christine H. Alol, D.M.D., PC
Digcovery Crossings

B429-0 Wiooctilsong Pike
Whalker svilke

30 -E8-T180

FOR CHELDEE M AMND ADLATS"

Woodsboro Volunteer
Fire Company

CASH BINGO!

Monday,
August 7 & 21

More than $1,000 in prizes per night!
Doors Open @ 5:30 p.m.
Games Start @ 7 p.m.
(Show a newspaper or social media ad
|or a repost] and get a FREE SPECIAL!)
Call JoAnn for more info:
240-446-0451

Food & Beverages available for purchase!

All proceeds benefit the
Woodsboro Volunteer Fire Company

2 South 3rd Street, Woodsboro

QUALITY AUTO REPAIR!

24 HOUR TOWING-=:

AND DINGS FROM
SCRATCHES TO
ROLL OVERS!

PROFESSIONAL

COURTEOUS SERVICE
FROM THE OFFICE
TO THE SHOP!

Complete Auto Body Servicel

SERVING OVER Hﬂqﬁlmm%ﬁm

20 YEARS
IN THURMONT

MIKE’S AUTO BODY

Collision & Towing, Inc.
12917 Catoctin Furnace Rd., Thurmont

= 301-271-7626 ==
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Gina Lin
CHS Class of 2024

As we are approaching the start of
a new school year, Girls flag football
has been a highly anticipated sport,
as the flag football clinics showed
great turnout. About 400 signed up
for the flag football clinic and more
than 200 attended the clinic held at
Frederick High School in May. Pre-
viously, FCPS had tried to negoti-
ate a flag football program with the
MPSSAA. Due to reasons concern-
ing the conceived popularity of the
sport, MPSSA chose to not sponsor
the proposal. Subsequentdy, FCPS
introduced a flag football proposal
to the Baltimore Ravens. The Ravens
agreed and pledged to support a flag
football program in all 10 FCPS high
schools with a $200,000 grant. Addi-
tionally, Under Armour will be pro-
viding all of the highschools with 30
sets of customized uniforms and ath-
letic accessories.

FCPS announced their pilot part-
nership with the Baltimore Ravens
and Under Armour earlier this year in
a press release. Citing that the initia-
tive “aims to pave the way for female
student-athletes in every Maryland
county to eventually receive these
same opportunities well into the
future. Frederick County will be the
first county in Maryland to pilot an
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interscholastic girls flag football pro-
gram. Currently, there are only a
handful of states, Alabama, Alaska,
Georgia, Florida and Nevada, offer-
ing flag football programs. This
demonstrates a major step for Freder-
ick County in fostering a more inclu-
sive environment for all genders to
participate in athletics.

FCPS flag football leagues will also
be included in the Raven’ s RISE pro-
gram, which is a high school football
outreach initiative that provides addi-
tional support and opportunities for
athletes and helps to connect players
and coaches around Maryland. One
of the numerous events sponsored
by the Raven’s, was a flag football
clinic held at the M&T Stadium on
May 21st, in which more than 250
girls worked with Ravens players and
USA football certified trainers.

FCPS’ s athletic supervisor, Kevin
Kendro, hopes that will create more
opportunities for girls in flag foot-
ball. There were Frederick County
Recreational flag football leagues, but
they struggled to get by without the
funding of FCPS. The recreational
leagues would practice in parks and
practice cancellations were frequent.
Through the new initative girls flag
football teams will have the appro-

priate equipment along with suffi-
cient space for games and practices.
FCPS and the Ravens hope that the

flag football pilot program will con-
vince other Maryland counties to
support flag football programs. This
could lead to an endorsement of girls
flag football by the Maryland Public
Secondary Schools Athletic Associa-
tion (MPSSAA) which will allow for
state championship titles.

The first flag football game will
take place at Frederick High on
August 30th, with each county team
playing a match. Girls flag foot-
ball schedules will align with that of
Central Maryland Conference sports
teams. The master schedule has been
created and was sent out to those sub-
scribed to the Find Out First updates.
Each match consists of seven play-
ers from their respective team on the
field at once. The game should last
about an hour and is divided into
two 20 minute halves with three
minute intermissions. Touchdowns
are worth six points. 10 points can
be obtained from the 10- yard line
and three points from the 20- yard
line, Except for the last minute of
each half, the games will be played
on a running clock, which means the
game clock isnt stopped. Each team
is allocated four downs to progress
the ball 20 yards and possessions usu-
ally begin on the 14 yard line. The
offensive team can punt or go for it or
proceed on fourth down. If the offen-

sive doesn’t score on the first down,

FCPS introducing girls flag football th1s fall

the ball must be passed to the oppos-
ing team where the failed attempt
took place.

Interested in participating in fall
sports? There are some important
reminders and dates to keep in the
back of your mind. In order to be
considered for the fall sports sea-
son, an online athletic registra-
tion form, which can be found on

the FCPS Athletics page, must be
completed prior to August 8th.
Additionally, a sports physical
dated after April 1st of this year,
must be completed and submitted
to head coaches on the first days of
tryouts, practice, or the Fall Sports
Open House. The sports physi-
cal form can also be found on the

FCPS Athletics website.

WANTED

Walkersville student interested in covering

Walkersville High School sports.
Call 301-471-3306 if interested
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f,i CHILDREN’S WORLD EARLY |
LEARNING CENTERS

b\
!‘
2] Give Your Child the Best Beginning
g in the New School Year!

Year-Round Child Care
) Pre-School ages 18 months — 5 years

School-Age ages 5 — 12 years
3 Before & After School Care with
E‘t‘ Transportation!

Child Care Scholarships/Vouchers
Readily Accepted!

Guarantee your [¥¥%
Spot now... "

di PP | ENROLL&
‘ GET 1 WEEK [}
FREE! '

CHILDREN'S WORLD Call for details

! : .:‘r..‘_u' i | .
o " ' - . EARLY LEARNING CENTERS
" Fil 8402 Discovery Bivd., 419 Burck St., 1 4 4
Walkersville Frederick

301-845-4984 301-662-3004

ﬁ Ages 18 months - 12 years or email
. ¢

LEARNING TREE EARLY LEARNING CENTERS
607 East D St., Before & After School Program earlylearningd@verizon.net

Brunswick of Brunswick Elumuntanr Visit our website at
301-834-7577 Brunswic k www.luvyourkids.net

Ages 2 - 5 years 301-834-7577 I ? .
Ages 5 - 12 years

You’ll Love Our Rates! F e

Y

G5 G W B ST NRNSL S




