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Proposed Town Budget
Workshop Agreed To
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Residents Cautioned To Keep An
Eye On Town Finances
Woodsboro Residents have been
cautioned to “Do The Math” on
the Town'’s precarious financial
status. Page 3
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Permit will allow Lochland Turf
to draw over half a million gal-
lons per day out of creek. Page 4
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Lots of talk, but no real path
identified to addressing issue.
Page 4
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Joe Lenhart recognized for 50 years of service

t its annual award banquet, the
ew Midway Volunteer Fire
Company recognized Joe Lenhart,
who retired September 24 after 50
years with the Company, with the
Predacious Chief’s Award. Lenhart
was also recognized as the Company’s
“Top Responder” for 2024.

Commenting on his awards, Len-
hart, who clearly seemed taken aback
by all the attention given to him, said
“If you are in the fire service for a
plaque, a trophy; or a pat on the back,
then you'e in the fire service for the
wrong reason.”

Lenhart, a native of Urbana, moved
to New Midway in 1973 following
his marriage to his wife ___ a native
of New Midway. He joined the New
Midway Volunteer Fire Company
shordy after. Like all new members,
Lenhart started at the bottom as a vol-
unteer fire fighter but, over the next
50 years, he rose in the ranks and
served in almost every position in the
Company, from Driver, the Assist

Chief, to Chief, Treasurer, and even-
tually Board of Directors.

In reflecting on his career, Lenhart
said he loved being a fire fighter, “I
loved going in to put out fires, but to
get to them we needed drivers, and we
didnt have drivers, so I ended up driv-
ing most of the time, and eventually
just took over that role for the Com-
pany ... and then the next role, and
then the next ...”

Lenhart was hard pressed to come
up with even just a few of his better
memories about being part of New
Midway. “To be honest, there are just
way too many good memories, this is
just a great Company; with great peo-
ple, and I like to be around them and
work with them.”

Lenhart said that people used to say
he had his own harem. When pressed
to explain the statement, a smiling
Lenhart said that all the women in
the Auxiliary like to work with him,
and he was constanty surrounded
by 80-t0-90-year-old women who

wotked in the company kitchen
during its many fundraising events.
“Apparently I was so easy to work
with that all the women wanted to
work with me.”

When asked what advice or words
of encouragement he would give to
someone contemplating becoming
a volunteer fire fighter, Lenhart said,
“You'll get a lot of good experience
that will serve you the rest of your life,

Joe Lenhart, joined by his daughters Terry Fogle and Chris Gladhill.

and the comradeship is unlike any-

thing you'll find anyplace else.”
When asked to explain the role of
New Midway VFC, especially given
that it is sandwiched between two
larger fire companies (Taneytown and
Walkersville), Lenhart didnt blink —
“We are the local fire company, we are
all each other neighbors. When we
put out a fire, when are putting out a
continued on page 20

WVEC recognizes members for their service

he Walkersville Volunteer

Fire Co. (WVEFCQ) held their
annual award banquet on Jan. 18
to recognize the volunteers who
have served the community of
Walkersville over the past year.

This year, the Honorary Life
Membership Award, the highest
award issued by the Company, was
awarded to Linda Grossnickle.
The award is intended to recog-
nize an individual’s commitment
to the Company during their life-
time of membership. In present-
ing the award to Grossnickle,
WVFC President Jim Graham
noted that Grossnickle, who had
joined the company in 2010,
had been his right-hand person
in keeping everyone up to date
on the coming and goings of the
Company. She has been instru-
mental in the operations of the
Company’s kitchen, and for the
past three years has served as the
Company’s Secretary.

Life Membership Awards were
received from the following indi-
viduals: Gary Baker, Kathryn
Baker, Randy Davis, Judy Get-
zandanner, Debbie Gilbert, Karen
Green, Joan Hill and Mary Leath-
erman. The award recognizes any
member who has been a part of
the Company for 10 years and is at
least 65 years old.

The Member of The Year Award,
which is presented to an individ-
ual who has exhibited outstanding
service to the Company during the
year, was awarded to Kristi Staley.
In presenting the award, Graham

described Staley as an individual
who has taken extensive fire train-
ing, served as a line officer, appa-
ratus driver and a member of the
Board of Directors. Staley, one of
the Company’s top 10 responder
also organized monthly training
and Chairs the Company’s Cadet
program.

Retiring  Board of Direc-
tor members, Andrew Skid-
more, Linda Grossnickle, and Bill
Horine, were all honored for their
service to the Company. In pre-
senting the awards, Graham said
Skidmore served the last three
years as the assistant treasurer
of the organization. He was also
an understudy to Vaughn Zim-
merman while operating the car-
nival grounds. Grossnickle was
described as a dedicated kitchen
staff member, pit beef server
and carnival grounds rental staff
helper. Graham noted that Horine
has served on the Board many
years, as well as serving as Vice
President of the Company.

The Company’s Most Valuable
Responder Award was received
by Brennen Clinesmith. Accord-
ing to Chief Chad Barrick, the
award is given to a top responder
and also to a firefighter that goes
above and beyond for the organi-
zation. “He [Clinesmith] was a top
10 responder with 167 calls,” Bar-
rick said.

The annual Firefighter of the
Year Award was presented to Sam
Dmuchowski. “This is the high-

est individual award a member can

receive on the operational side,”
Barrick said. Dmuchowski joined
the Company in September 2023.

He passed driver’s training quickly
and drove on 83 calls, according to
Barrick.

Barrick recognized  the
Company’s top 10 responding fire-
fighters, with Matt Staley being
singled out as the top responder
with 448 calls. “These firefighters
continue to show their commit-
ment [to] answering emergency

also

calls throughout the year,” Barrick
said.

Barrick described 2024 as “chal-
lenging but successful” for WVFC.
The Company, he said, responded
to over 1,083 calls last year, a 38%
increase over 2023 where we ran
just over 700 calls. Barrick said that
every member of the Company has
made a choice to help their com-
munity. “Company 11 is probably
the strongest fire company in Fred-
erick County,” Barrick said.
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Residents urged to “do the math”

Concerns over the Town’s dete-
riorating financial condition,
the subject of multiple comments
made by residents at last month’s
Council meeting struck David
Williams, a 31-year resident of
the town, to be serious enough
for him to come to a town coun-
cil meeting to warn the residents
of the town to sit up, take notice,
and “do the math” on what he per-
ceived is a growing issue with the
Town’s finances.

“I'm here to tell you that since
getting word of the last meet-
ing in the newspaper, I was very
disturbed and upset. I've lived
in Woodsboro for 31 years and I
do not habitually come to these
meetings because I have faith
in my politicians that I vote for
to respect me as a citizen of the
town. And the reason I'm here
right now is I feel disrespected by
the increase in taxes this year - not
that I have any say in the process
of how that occurred. I know very
clearly why it occurred, but the
decision to make that decision I

think was premature, and not very
thoughtful of me or any of the cit-
izens of the town.

“I encourage every citizen of
the town to do the math to know
exactly what just happened. To
know that our town’s tax rate
is now higher than our closest
neighbor to the south for the first
time in history. We are now 4%
higher than Walkersville. We have
never been higher than Walkers-
ville, ever.

“Now when I say 4%, I know
that is a difference of verbiage
that the town likes to use — you
like to use pennies — four pennies
higher. Well, I think that is a mis-
nomer because the real money all
the residents are paying is more
than pennies. For me person-
ally, I will be paying $175 more
in taxes this year than last year
and next year I'll be paying that
as well as an additional $55 and
the year after that I will be paying
another increment higher because
every year the state has raised the
tax assessment by 7.086%.

“There is no going backwards
unless you plan on going back-
wards, and I believe as a citizen of
the town that there are very via-
ble financial ways of reversing this
dramatic and acute trend.

“Again, I encourage what I am
saying be circulated to all the res-
idents of the town, and that every
single resident of the town must do
the math. You must know exactly
what the Town is doing and,
although we have assumed a mort-
gage of $800,000 for the new Town
Hall, that will not be full cost, it
comes with an additional interest
cost for 30 years of $835,000 or
$850,000, so you have just dou-
bled the cost of the new Town Hall
by going this route.

“I just don’t think it’s right for
us to sit calmly still and allow it
to continue. I think it can be
turned around and we would turn
it around as fast as possible.”

William’s
greeted by a chorus of “Hear
hears” by the residents attending

comments were

the meeting,.

Town to hold budget workshop

ollowing repeated requests

by multiple residents at last
month’s Town Council meet-
ing for a special workshop to dis-
cuss the Town budget, which were
brushed off by Burgess Heath
Barnes, the Town Council has
reversed course and agreed to
hold a special workshop in March
where residents will be allowed to
review next year’s proposed bud-
get line by line and make sugges-
tions and/or recommendations in
real time.

The workshop will be part of
the Town’s regular monthly meet-
ing, Barnes said, but each bud-
get item will be reviewed in detail
and then as much time as neces-
sary will be allotted for residents
to give input.

The about-face followed an apol-
ogy by Barnes to the residents at
the January meeting for the way
he handled comments from resi-
dents during the December meet-

ing, who pressed the Council for

answers on the scope and cost of the
recommended repairs to the town’s
water and sewer plant that had been
submitted by its new operators, the
costs for the completion of the state
mandated lead pipe survey, and the
rationale for and the cost for the
new Town Hall.

At the meeting,
Barnes repeatedly interrupted res-
idents during the public comment
period, often dismissing their

December

comments out of hand or ques-
tioning why they had not brought
them up at prior meetings.
Commissioner Jessie Case said
he had heard from several resi-
dents expressing concern over the
lack of transparency in the Town’s
financial affairs and requested that
he address it going forward.
While the decision to hold a bud-
get workshop was met with the
approval of all the residents who had
shown up to push for it, Barnes next
proclaimed that going forward, he
was going to restrict the time allowed

Proud sponsor of the
Woodsboro-Walkersville
News-Journal

www.swbarrick.com 301-845-6343

for residents to comment on town
affairs to three minutes, after which,
“we will ask you to wrap your com-
ments up,” Barnes said.

Further elaborating on the new
policy, Barnes said that residents
could not use the time to ask him
or the Council any questions, and
neither he nor the Council would
offer any responses to anything
said. “The goal is to give you three
minutes to speak about whatever
is on your mind,” Barnes said.

Barnes implemented the new
protocol during the meeting’s
period. But
Barnes broke it almost right away
when during the comment period,
Rick Bontz asked the Council to
communicate to the town resi-
dents the next steps in complet-
ing the lead pipe survey. Bontz
questioned why the Town approx-
imately spent $9,100 for a paper-
work review to determine what
houses were built before 1972,
the owners of which subsequently

public comment

received a letter informing them
that the status of them having
lead water pipes connecting their
homes to the Town’s water system
was “unknown.”

Bontz correctly pointed out that
it was the Town’s responsibility,
according to the requirements of
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the EPA’s Lead Copper Rule Revi-
sion, to develop a plan on deter-
mining the actual status of at least
10% of all the homes in town that
had received the letter. [Editor’s
Note: The requirements Bontz
referred to were published in the
January edition of this paper.]
Bontz comments asking what
the next steps in the lead pipe sur-
vey would be were expanded upon
by Andrew Velnoskey. In respond-
ing to Velnoskey, Barnes broke
the new protocol and responded
to the question, stating that the
Town had no responsibility to
replace lead pipes within residents’
homes, and the Town would not
shut off water to anyone with lead
pipes. But he completely missed
the point that Bontz and Vel-
noskey were making, that in fact
the Town did have a responsibil-
ity to verify the absence or pres-
ence of lead pipes from the town’s
water system up to a home’s water
meter, per the state requirements.
Resident Ed Mortan questioned
why the Town was not following
the state’s Open Meetings Act by
publishing the agendas for town
meetings as required, 24 hours
prior to a council meeting, and
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why the Town had not published
any meeting minutes since August
of last year.

“At last month’s meeting you
continually  challenged
dents why they had not brought
up their issue prior to the meet-
ing. But how could we when we
don’t know what is on an agenda
and the Town doesnt publicize
the results of the meetings,” Mor-
tan said.

The new protocol met with

resi-

mixed feelings from many of the
residents who had come to get
answers on specific issues. “It’s sort
of a glass half filled, half empty
feeling,” said one resident.

“Unlike last month, where I
was repeatedly interrupted while I
tried to make my point, this time
I got to speak my mind without
interruption. But that said, I got
no response from anyone on the
Council, so I'm not sure if any-
thing will be done about what I
talked about, or if I just wasted my
time. The least they could have
done was given a commitment to
look into the issues raised.”

Several residents pointed to
Barnes' response to Bontz and
Velnoskey as an example of where
Barnes was not listening to what
residents were saying or asking
for. Nor was the fact missed by
many that the Town decided to
limit public input during the pub-
lic comment period without put-
ting the issue on a meeting agenda
so the public would be ready to
address it during the meeting.

On the flip side, residents were
pleased to see Commissioner John
Cutshall and Jessie Case approach
speakers after the meeting to get
more insights on their concerns.
“At least they listened” said one
resident.
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Green Street Project delayed by weather

own Manager Sean Wil-

liams updated the burgess
and commissioners on the Green
Street Project in January. Delays
due to winter weather have caused
a halt in the flushing (or cleaning
out) of the lines, the next step in
the long-awaited project.

The Project entails the replace-
ment of a trenchless structural
storm drainpipe lining, sidewalk,
curb, and gutter installation and
repaving. This necessary work is a
direct result of the wear and tear
on the over 50-year-old galva-
nized pipes that are showing signs
of severe deterioration.

A bid was accepted for
$453,432 for all labor, materi-
als and equipment in October.
This bid will replace 530 linear
feet of corrugated metal pipe-
lining and is considered a “mid-
dle of the road” option. Williams
also explained that the replace-
ment lines would not be installed
until warmer months, which is
also when paving will be done
and the sidewalks, curbs and gut-
ters will be poured.

At future meetings, the Coun-
cil will also be discussing turning
Green Street into a one-way for its
entire length, with parking being

restricted to the second portion of
Green Street on the Maple Ave-
nue side.

Planning continues for Discov-
ery water main replacement
Another large and expensive proj-
ect for the Town is the Discovery
Water Main Replacement. Dis-
covery, a community outside of
Walkersville town proper, utilizes
the Town’s water services for an
additional fee even though it is
not technically in town. The pipes
in Discovery are old and the last
five water line breaks have been
within Discovery, thus putting
them at the front of the repair list.

Out of the estimated 650
homes impacted by the water
main replacement, the first phase
will cover around 163 single fam-
ily homes, about 75% of the sin-
gle-family homes in total. No
townhomes will be included in
the first phase of work.

Williams said a meeting was
held with the Discovery com-
munity’s HOA where over 120
notices of the impending work
were handed out. He also said that
around 20 residents attended the
meeting, where they discussed the
timeline of the Project and other

construction details.

At November’s meeting, an esti-
mate of $3,661,325 was accepted,
with $2.8 million available in
ARPA funds dedicated to the
Project. With a plan in place, Wil-
liams pointed out that the Town
will be looking into grants to help
pay for the rest of the Project.

Lead pipe mandate

work continues

Lastly, the Council was updated
on the Lead and Copper Rule
Revision (LCRR) mandate that
was released by the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA)
in 2021. The mandate requires
every lead and galvanized pipe in
the Nation to be replaced by 2034.
A complete service line material
inventory and replacement plan
was required to be completed by
October 2024.

According to Director of Public
Works Joseph Birch, they still have
a few “unknowns” on the Town’s
side.
lead free due to the unknowns,”
he confirmed. He did not say how
many on the homeowner’s side

I cannot say we are 100%

were known or unknown.
financially
responsible for any lead or galva-

Homeowners are

aryland Department Of

The Environment Water
And Science Administration is
reviewing the application for
the State Permit Lochland AG
& Turf LLC, 8901 Crum Road,
Walkersville to appropriate and
use an annual average of 139,500
gallons of surface water per day
and a maximum daily with-
drawal of 576,000 gallons on
any given day from Isracl Creck
for sod irrigation.

'The state is soliciting input for
individuals to provide written
comments or to request a public
informational hearing, or to be
placed on an interested persons
list for the listed application.

Any further notices about
actions on an application will be
provided only by mail to those
individuals on a mailing list of
interested persons.

State Soliciting Input On Lochland
AG & Turf Water Permit

Comments or requests for
an informational hearing must
be received in writing by the
Administration on or before
February 5.

All  inquiries
should  include
mit  application
FR20245002101;
address and telephone number;
and should be addressed to Rob-
ert Peoples, Chief, Source Pro-
tection and Water Appropriation
Division, Water and Science
Administration, 1800 Washing-
ton Blvd., Baltimore, Maryland
21230.

To learn more about the

and requests
the  per-
number -
your name,

potential adverse impacts of
Lochland’s proposed level of
water withdrawal from Israel
Creek visit www.walkersville.net

For further information please
call 410-537-3590.

nized pipes from their residence to
the closest water main. The Town is
responsible for any pipes from the
water main to the treatment plant.

Thankfully, grants are available to
aid in paying for the replacements
and the Town will be looking into
applying for some of them.

News Briefs. . .

Parking concerns at Heritage Park
Januarys wet and snowy weather
reminded the Parks Commission about
issues with visitors parking in the grass
at Heritage Park when attending sports
events. Commissioner Liaison Chris
Ragen asked what they could do o
lessen the damage that parking on the
grass could cause. “We either need to
expand the parking lots or block the
grass areas off,” he said. “If we continue
to use the grass, it will turn into mud.”

As of now, most visitors park in the
grass near the field they are attending.
These grass areas are a lot closer than
using the established lacrosse field
parking lot. Member Kevin Conley
added his concern that the long walk
for families with small children and
the elderly from the lacrosse lot would
prove to be too much for most, thus
alternatives are necessary.

One alternative to blocking the grass
areas off is to build an impermeable
parking surface near the softball field or
fields four and five, as this would give
visitors a shorter walking distance to the
softball field. Although the Commis-
sion has discussed this before, it comes
down to being too expensive at this time
because of major infrastructure projects
currently under way in Town.

Conley asked if there have been any
repairs to the grassy areas due to over-
use over the years. Director of Public
Works Joseph Birch replied that there
really hasn't been any impact, however
there are multiple signs asking cars to
stay off the grass.

“Its a behavior issue. People will park
in the grass because it is convenient,”
said Ragen. He pointed out that the
T-Ball field is especially at risk of long-
term damage because there is no park-
ing nearby except a grassy area. With no
dear path ahead at this time, the Com-

mission will continue to work with
Town staff on brainstorming solutions
to this problem.

Railroad introduces
plans for renovations
With increasing concerns over pedes-
trian safety and traffic speed concerns, the
Walkersville Southern Railroad Repre-

sentatives reintroduced plans to upgrade
the crossing on West Pennsylvania Ave-
nue along with improvements to the
areaaround the train station. The original
concept plans were introduced in 2022
and have been approved by the State.
The improvements include new
lights at the crossing, replacing asphalt
and brick work, renovations to the “Ice
House” across the street and upgrades
to the small, Town-owned park nick-
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- 7 p.m. - Parks Commission Meeting

Tues., Feb. 11 - 7 p.m. - Planning Commission

Workshop

Wed.. Feb. 12 - 7 p.m. - Town Meeting

24 -7 pm. - EDC Meeting

25 -7 p.m, - Planning Commussion

Meeting

26 - 7 p.m. - Town Meeting

10 a.m. - Free Senior Tax Credit
Seminar

B3 walkersville:Our Town

named the “Potato Patch” nestled
between West Pennsylvania Avenue
and Ports Circle.

All the work is projected to cost
$800,000, however the Town owned
portion is currenty not covered. This is

the main reason for the railroad’s repre-
sentatives coming to the Town Council.
They are asking for the Town to pay for
the small parks improvements that will
provide parking and a safe place for train
enthusiasts to congregate.
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Walkersville
Free Senior

T Tax Seminar
Tuesdﬂy, March 4 at 10 a.m.

Ihe vown of Walkersville will be hosting a free Senior
lax Credit Seminar March 4 at 10 a.m, in the town hall

The town of Walkersville offers a Sentor Tax Credit for
homeowners 65 and over, The amount of the Walkersville

This 1% a supplement 1o

the stale’s Homeowner Tax Credit and the |:_:-.r|,.|I11_1_,-"'\.' ST
Tax Credit and all qualifications and hmitations of these
credits apply. The credit was effective with the July 1, 2021

When residents complete a State Homeowner Tax
Credit apphcation, it wall apply to the State Homeowner Tax
Credit, County Semor Tax Credit and Walkersville Semor
Tax Credit, If the homeowner quahties tor the County
semor Tax Credit and resides withan the town’s mumcipal
limiis, they will qualify for the town’s tax credit.
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NEW MIDWAY FIRE CO AWARD BANQUET

Generations: Chief Bryan Pescatore and his son Tyler and Michael

Rabaiotti with his father Deputy Chief Mike Rabaiotti.

Operational Officers: Chief Bryan Pescatore, Lieutenant Melanie Cooley &
Deputy Chief Mike Rabaiotti (Assistant Chief Mike Cornell - Not present).

I

Old, new and future fire fighters: Melvin Crum,
Tyler Pescatore, Michael Rabaiotti & Buddy Stover.

Larry Hall was recognized for his 60 years
with the Company.

Firefighting runs in the Wiand family,
Jerry Wiand and his father Mike.
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Robert Dutrow was recogmzed for his
70 years, yes 70 years, with the Company!

New Midway's Fire Police:
Buddy Stover & Terry Elder.

Executive Officers: Michael Wiand, Chaplain, Joe Lenhart, Treasurer; Terry Fogle, Assistant Treasurer; Melanie Cooley,
Board of Directors; Chris Gladhill, President; Judy Smith, Secretary; Terry Elder, Assistant Secretary; & Gary Wolfe, Vice President.

New Midway VFC Operational Members: front row: Jeremy Wiand, Bryan Pescatore, Mike Rabaiotti,
Melanie Cooley; back row: Melvin Crum, Mike Wiand, Dave Roles, Tyler Pescatore, Chris Saunders, & Gary Wolfe.

Line Officers for 2025

Chief: Bryan Pescatore
Deputy Chief: ~ Michael Rabaiotti
Assistant Chief:  Michael Cornell
Lieutenant: Melanie Cooley

Board of Directors for 2025
Melanie Cooley, Terry Fogle, Sandy Nicholson,

Tyler Pescatore, Leon Stover

Executive Officers for 2025:

President:

Vice President:

Secretary:

Asst. Secretary:

Treasurer:

Asst. Treasurer:

Chaplain:

Christine Gladhill
Gary Wolfe

Judy Smith

Terry Elder
Joseph Lenhart
Terry Fogle
Michael Wiand

New Midway
Volunteer Fire Co.
12019 Woodsboro Pike, Keymar
New Midway Vol. Fire Co.
=k Breakfast

Saturday, February 23
7 to noon

Pancakes, Scrambled Eggs,
Potatoes, Sausage, Gravy,
Puddin, Hominy, Spiced
Apples, Orange Juice, Coffes

3

Frlr.lay, FEbI'I.IaI'Y 28
$25 Per Person

20 regular games = 3 spacials = Minimum 3500 jackpot
Doors open @ 5 p.m. Games begin @ T p.m.

For more info call: 301-898-0543

Adults: $13
Children 5-10: $7
Children under 5: Free
Carry-Dut: 514

ONER
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WALKERSVILLE FIRE CO AWARD BANQUET

President Jim Graham flanked by Linda Grossnickle and Karsyn Barrick, Vaughn Zimmerman, Carol Noonan, Isaac O'Hara, & Richard President Jim Graham presents
Willard Horine. The pair received a special recognition for Gilbert. Karsyn and Isaac were this year's recipients of the Community Kristi Staley with the Member of
their years of service to the Company. Foundation of Frederick County's Vaughn Zimmerman Scholarship. the Year Award plaque.

Top Ten Responders for 2024: Brennen Clinesmith, Samuel Dmuchowski, Brennen Clinesmith was the recipient of Samuel Dmuchowski was the recipient of the
Craig Moore, Alan Staley, Kristi Staley, Logan Boston, Dalen Hahn, Chase Tracey, & Most Valuable Responder Award, presented by Firefighter of the Year Award, presented by

Matthew Staley. (Not pictured: Bradley Bliven) Chief Chad Barrick. Chief Chad Barrick.

S,

Administrative Officers for 2025: Chad Barrick, Kristi Staley, Alan Staley, Matthew Staley, Recognition of 2024 Operational Officers: Joshua Barrett, Dalen Hahn, Blaine Smith,
Chase Tracey, James Graham, Dalen Hahn, Brian Hildebrand, Blaine Smith, Chad Weddle, Joshua Barrett, Kristi Staley, Matthew Staley, Alan Staley, Craig Moore, & Chad Barrick (not pictured:

Austin Schroyer, & Richard Gilbert (not pictured: Betsy Graham, Christopher Koch, & Maurice Witt). Bradley Bliven & Zachary Davis)
= P

BROWNIE’S

AUTO
REPAIR|®

Serving Walkersville For Over 70 Years
All Major & Minor Repairs
Operational Officers for 2025: Chad Barrick, Craig Moore, Alan Staley, Kristi Staley, Matthew Staley, 1 i 0
Chase Tracey, Dalen Hahn, Zachary Davis, Blaine Smith, & Joshua Barrett (not pictured: Bradley Bliven). Emlss]ﬂn EHEEd RE Dalrs

Approved MD Inspection Facility

Line Officers for 2025 Administrative Officers for 2025

Chief: Chad Barrick President: James Graham P IC R'U p & DEIIVEW Auallable
Deputy Chief:  Craig Moore Vice President: ~ Brian Hildebrand

Asst. Chief: Alan Staley Secretary: Kristi Staley 42 Frederick Street,
Asst. Chief: Kristi Staley Asst. Secretary:  Dalen Hahn Walkersville
Captain: Matthew Staley Treasurer: Betsy Graham

Captain: Chase Tracey Asst. Treasurer:  Chase Tracey 3“ 1 -B 45 -3400
Captain: Bradley Bliven Chaplain: Chad Weddle BrowniesdutoService@gmail com
Lieutenant: Dalen Hahn Monday - Friday
Lieutenant: Zachary Davis Board of Directors for 2025 -5

Sergeant: Blaine Smith Joshua Barrett, Richard Gilbert, Christopher Koch, Austin Schroyer, Saturday

Sergeant: Joshua Barrett Blaine Smith, Alan Staley, Matthew Staley & Maurice Witt by Appaintment %
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GOVERNMENT

County Councilwoman Renee Knapp

have a couple of updates to share

regarding the Maryland Pied-
mont Reliability Project (MPRP),
the proposed 70 mile high-volt-
age power line project that will
cross areas in Baltimore, Carroll,
and Frederick Counties. The line
would run through rural areas near
New Market, Ijamsville, Buckey-
stown, and Adamstown. Since last
summer, when I and other elected
officials were made aware of this
plan, a steady drumbeat of oppo-
sition from the community has
only gotten louder. The County
Council joined County Execu-
tive Fitzwater in opposition to the
process the Public Service Enter-
prise Group (PSEG) is using to
attain the land necessary to con-
struct the power line project they
have designed. We have been ada-

mantly opposed to use of eminent

domain to take Frederick County
properties to execute their acqui-
sition plan.

Last month, the County Coun-
cil discussed a resolution in oppo-
sition to the MPRP, drafted by
Council Member McKay (District
2). A resolution goes beyond send-
ing a letter to Public Service Com-
mission (PSC) appealing for a better
process for consideration of PSEG’s
approval application to construct
the line. Without any substantive
changes being made to the pro-
posal, opposition to the project
itself is the next logical step in con-
tinuing to advocate for our residents
and constituents. Baltimore County
and Carroll County have taken sim-
ilar actions, and being unified can
only help this cause.

Additionally, County Executive
Fitzwater has authorized Fred-

erick County to intervene in the
state approval process. This action
enables the County to file a peti-
tion to intervene in approval pro-
cess that the PSC will conduct
for the MPRP. If a petition to
intervene is granted to Frederick
County by the PSC, the County
would become a party to the case.
This would grant the County the
ability to file testimony and evi-
dence of the damaging effects on
rural areas, conduct discovery to
make the process more transpar-
ent, and the ability to call and
cross-examine witnesses.

Member of both parties in our
state delegation plan to introduce
legislation in this year’s Maryland
General Assembly in response to
the negative effects of the MPRP on
the County. Senator Karen Lewis
Young (MD District 3) is propos-

ing a bill to require local uilities to
provide periodic reports of antic-
ipated electricity load growth and
response. Many residents are frus-
trated with the lack of transparency
about regional grid planning, mostly
because of seeing their monthly bill
increase without detailed explana-
tion. Perhaps most importantly, the
senator’s bill would require the PSC
to consider a udlity’s effort to use
existing infrastructure and right of
ways when considering approval of
a new project. This may be the most
frequent appeal I hear regarding the
MPRP. Why can’t PSEG improve
and update the existing power
lines with more modern equip-
ment? We are counting on the
PSC to ask PSEG that question,
and as an intervener, Frederick
County may have an opportunity
to ask them directly.

Delegation Chair Jesse Pippy
(MD District 4) also plans to
introduce a bill that could affect
this process moving forward. His
bill would require the PSC to
review alternatives to proposed
transmission projects, rather than
an up or down vote on one plan.
Given how long the approval
process can take, this is a much
more efficient approach. Regard-
less of whether this bill could pass
in time to positively impact the
MPRP project, it would be an
improvement in the process for
future transmission projects.

There is a lot of advocacy being
done on this issue to protect the
interests of Frederick County
residents and businesses. 1 will
keep you informed as this pro-
cess unfolds during 2025. If you
have thoughts on the MPRP or
another issue, please contact me at
rknapp@frederickcountymd.gov.

Happy Presidents’ Day!

Woodsboro Burgess Heath Barnes

( ;reetings, Hopefully, every-

one is staying warm and
if you enjoy the snow, you are
enjoying this weather. I have had
enough snow and winter even
though it’s only February. I am
ready for Spring and Summer.
Due to scheduling conflicts,
our monthly meeting for Febru-

ary has been changed to Febru-
ary 4th at 7 instead of February

11th, which is the typical date
of the second Tuesday of the
month for the town’s monthly
meeting.

Due to requests from some
town residents, the decision was
made to have a working budget
meeting at the March meeting.
Although the town code as writ-
ten DOES not require this extra
step, I decided to have an open

meeting with the budget visi-
ble on a screen for all to see as
the council goes over the bud-
get. The council will vote on the
budget at the April meeting.
Reminder elections are com-
ing up on May 10* with vot-
ing taking place form 8 in
the morning to 2 in the after-
noon. The Burgess as well as
two council member seats will

= DIVORCE
= CHILD SUPPORT
= TRAFFIC COURT

CIVIL LITIGATIONN

THE LAW

Y OFFICE OF

CONTRACT DISPUTES

NEED HELP

DEFENDING

YOUR RIGHTS?

ANDREW D. TOMS

ATTORNEY AT LAW

LOCATED IN DOWNTOWMN FREDERICK
50 CITIZENS WAY | SUITE 202

CALL 301-562-T710
QR WVISIT TOMSLAWRMD, COM

be up for election. All nom-
inees to be on the ballot will
take place at the April 8" meet-
ing. If you have lived within
town limits for a minimum of
12 months and wish to run for
office, you must be nominated
at this meeting to be on the bal-
lot. Nominations can be made
by any other town resident. If
you have questions about the
requirements or the positions,
please reach out to me or Mary
at the town office.

As always, I encourage every-
one to support Glade Valley
Community Services (GVCS) if
you have clothes or food dona-
tions as they are always in need
of items for members of the
community. For more informa-
tion, please contact GVCS by

email at gladevalley.org@gmail.
com , or call 301-845-0213.

If you have any questions,
concerns, complaints, or com-
pliments please feel free to reach
out to me at hbarnes@woods-
boro.org or by phone at 301-
401-7164.

Woodsboro Town meetings are
held on the 2" Tuesday of each
month at 7pm. In addition, Plan-
ning and Zoning meetings are at
6pm on the First Monday of the
month as needed. If you have an
item for the agenda, it needs to be
submitted 14 days before the P&Z
meeting. The current location for
meetings is the St. Johns United
Church of Christ located at 8 N
2" Street Woodsboro. The public
is always invited to attend.

GARDNER’S,.

—

Auto Repair

301-898-5580

Woodsboro

Justin Gardner - Owner

611 S. Main Street

o garorsgrage et W

Dale Clabaugh, Agent
23 E. Frederick St.,
Walkersville
301-898-7088
dale.clabaugh.bvsr@statefarm.com

1311005

Life insurance shouldn't wait.
Even though life is busy, take a moment to reflect on what's most important. For peace of |

mind, protect your family with State Farm® life insurance.
We put the life back in life insurance.” CALL ME TODAY.

State Farm Lide Insurance Company (Mot beensed in WA, WY or W), Stade Farm Life and Accdent Assurance Company (Licersed in HY and W1, Bloomingion, IL |

& StateFarm™
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County Executive Jessica Fitzwater

February may be the short-
est month of the year, but it’s
packed with meaning and plenty
to keep us moving forward. This
month offers us an opportunity to
reconnect, collaborate, and bring
awareness
causes such as Black History Month
and American Heart Month.

We have a lot to celebrate in Fred-

to many important

erick County as we strive to create a
strong sense of belonging for all res-
idents. Black History Month is not
only a time to honor the trailblazers
who have shaped our nation, but also
recommit ourselves to building a com-
munity rooted in equity, understand-
ing, and opportunity for all.

Our annual Black History Month
Celebration will be held Monday, Feb-
ruary 20 at 6 p.m. at Winchester Hall,
located at 12 E. Church Street in Fred-
erick. This event will be broadcast live
on FCG TV, Comcast channels 1072
and 19. Tune in or join us in person!

As we also celebrate American
Heart Month, we are reminded to pri-
oritize our health and support initia-
tives that promote healthier lifestyles
for everyone. Small changes can make
a big difference in building a stronger,

healthier future for ourselves and our
communities.

State Budget Priorities

Last month, Governor Wes Moore
visited Frederick County to make
some exciting announcements about
his proposed Fiscal Year 2026 budget.

The Governor highlighted  criti-
cal investments to fund long-awaited
safety and capacity improvements
along US. 15 between I-70 and
MD-26, which is our Countys top
transportation priority because it is
among the most dangerous stretches
of road in the regjon.

This project, which has broad
support from local leaders, is vital
to the safety of our community and
to the economic development of
surrounding areas. I remain com-
mitted to ensuring this funding is
included the State’s final approved
budget.

During the Governors visit, he
also highlighted school construction
investments in the proposed bud-
get. Frederick County is the fastest
growing school system in Maryland
and this additional funding will help

us move quickly on school construc-

tion projects already in the pipeline,
improving the experience of students,
educators, and families.

Budgets are the clearest expression
of our values. I appreciate that Gov-
ernor Moore is prioritizing highway
safety needs and school construc-
tion, which will improve our quality
of life and help grow our economy.
I also want to thank members of the
Frederick County Delegation for
their support on these critical issues.
I look forward to working with the
Governor, the General Assembly,
and local leaders to pass this budget
so we can continue making progress
for residents.

County Budget
I want to take a moment to thank
everyone who came out to the bud-
get town hall meetings last month to
share their priorities for the Coun-
tys upcoming budget. These meet-
ings were productive sessions, and I
enjoyed hearing from you about what
matters most in our communities.

If you did not get a chance to
attend a meeting, you can watch the
video recordings in the FCG TV

archives at www.FrederickCoun-

tyMD.gov/FCGTV. To learn more
about the budget process and next
steps, please visit www.Frederick-

CountyMD.gov/Budget.

Frederick County Earns

Three AAA Bond Ratings

I am proud to share that Freder-
ick County has once again earned
AAA bond ratings from all three
major bond-rating agencies. Fitch,
Moody’s, and Standard & Poor’s
each recently reaffirmed Frederick
County at the highest possible rating
based on the County’s exceptional
financial management.

Only 55 of the 3,000+ counties in
the nation have AAA ratings from all
three agencies. Similar to how a con-
sumers high credit score allows them
to borrow money for loans or mort-
gages at lower interest rates, bond rat-
ings allow Frederick County to pay
lower interest rates on the construc-
tion of schools, roads, libraries, parks,
and more.

This achievement is a testament to
our unwavering commitment to fis-
cal responsibility and sound manage-
ment of tax dollars. We can be proud
that our AAA ratings allow us to invest
in schools and other critical infrastruc-
ture for our community.

Maryland Piedmont

Along with residents, I have been incredi-
bly concerned about the Maryland Pied-
mont Reliability Projects (MPRP) impact
on our communites. Last month, I
announced that Frederick is intervening
in the Maryland Public Service Commis-
sions (PSC) Case 9773.

Frederick  County totlly  opposes
MPRB and our dedsion to intervene
should send a dear message that we will
use the legal tools at our disposal to pro-
tect our community. While the law is dear
that Frederick County does not have the
authority to stop MPRP ourselves, we will
continue to work with our partners on the
County Coundil to amplify our residents’
voices and advocate against the project.

The PSC indicated it will hold a pub-
lic hearing in Frederick County; which will
provide another opportunity for residents
to be heard on this matter

Please  visit wwwFrederickCoun-
tyMD.gov/MPRP to stay informed about
upcoming meetings, check facts related to
the potential impacts, leam about proj-
ect timelines and detals, view letters sent
to and received by County officials, and
watch the recording of the County’s Octo-
ber 2024 public meeting, This page will
be updated regularly as more information
becomes available.

County Council President Brad Young

he Council has two upcom-

ing Bills advancing through
our legislative process. Bill 24-20
Amends the Frederick County
Uniformed Employees Retire-
ment Plan Offering a Deferred
Retirement  Option  Program.
Bill 25-01 Amends Ch. 1-23-8
and Ch. 1-23-9 of the Frederick
County Code - Historic Preserva-
tion Ordinance. I am sponsoring
both of these upcoming Bills on
behalf of the County Executive.
For the most up to date agendas,

full text of Bills, and Bill sched-

ules, please visit our website.

Please stay tuned as we release
important dates for the upcoming
Frederick County FY-26 Budget.
These dates will include Pub-
lic Hearings, Budget Workshops,
Budget Amendment discussions,
and Final Budget Adoption.

The County Executive is cur-
rently working on developing the
fiscal year 2026 Frederick County
Budget. She is required to sub-
mit that to the County Council
by April 15th. The Council then
must adopt it by May 3lst, or

the County Executive’s proposed
budget becomes law. Under the
County Charter, the Council can
only cut budget line items. The
Council may not add to the budget
or move funding between agencies.
The County Executive has
budget town halls throughout the
County. Please make your voices
and concerns heard as early as pos-
sible. With the state of Maryland
looking at a nearly $3 billion bud-
get deficit this year, funding will
be tighter than usual for local gov-
ernments through Maryland.

The Frederick County Coun-
cil encourages public involvement
at every stage of the legislative pro-
cess. We welcome public comment
at every Council meeting on Tuesday
evenings. Members of the public are
welcome to attend and give comment
in person, leave a voicemail to be for-
warded to each Council Member, or
email us any time at councilmem-
bers@frederickcountymd.gov. Please
visit our website at www.frederick-
countymd.gov/countycouncil to view
our latest agendas, legislation, and
upcoming calendar of events.

The Frederick County Council
meets regularly on Tuesday eve-
nings at 5:30 at Winchester Hall,
located at 12 East Church Street
in downtown Frederick. All meet-
ings are open to the public, and
we welcome participation. Mem-
bers of the public are welcome
to attend in person or participate
over the phone.

And as always, if there is ever
anything I can do for you, please
feel free to reach out to me and
my office. You can contact me
via email at: BYoung@Frederick-
CountyMD.gov, or you can call
my office at 301-600-1108.

County Note

County Will Intervene in Maryland
Piedmont Reliability Project
County Executive Jessica Fitzwater will
petition to intervene in the Maryland
Public Service Commission’s (“PSC”)
consideration of PSEG Renewable
Transmission’s application for a Cer-
tificate of Public Convenience and
Necessity (‘CPCN?) for authority to
construct the Maryland Piedmont
Reliability Project (‘MPRP”).

“Frederick County totally opposes
MPRP, and our decision to intervene
should send a clear message that we
will use the legal tools at our disposal to
protect our community,” said County
Executive Fitzwater. “While the law is
dear that Frederick County does not
have the authority to stop MPRP our-
selves, we will continue to work with
our partners on the County Coun-
cil to amplify our residents’ voices and
advocate against the project.”

On December 19, 2024, the
County Executive’s Office asked to
brief the County Council on the pos-
sibility of intervening in this mat

ter. The Council scheduled a briefing

for tonight's meeting, which starts at
5:30 p.m. On December 31, PSEG
Renewable Transmission filed its
CPCN application, and, on January
10, 2025, the PSC set a February 17
deadline to petition to intervene.

On December 9, 2024, the PSC
responded to a letter from the County
Executive and Council and indicated it

will hold a public hearing in Frederick
County, which will provide another
opportunity for residents to be heard
on this matter.

The details of that hearing will
be posted to www.frederickcoun-
tymd.gov/mprp when they are
available. County officials urge resi-
dents to check this site regularly for
facts related to the potental impact
of MPRP to County assets, project

R S

Fall in love with
your dream home!

This Valentine’s Day, let Elle Smith of J&B Real Estate, Inc.
help you find the perfect place to call home!

Buying or selling, I'm here to make your heart
{and your move) happy!

| p—
'3 ]
R Ly, iy

REALTOR®
JE R Keal Estate, Inc. =
@ 00400 SA30 30125 19K7 ?@r{ [B@
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timelines and details, letters sent to
and received by County officials, and
video of the County’s October 9,

2024, public meeting. The County
will update the page as more infor-
mation is available.
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www.squeakycleaninc.net
Free Estimates
Fully Insured MHIC #51996 ==%-554

Residential/lCommercial

Not Just
Clean,
Squeaky
Clean!

<>

» Power Washing

» Driveway Sealing

Houses, Concrete and Brick

* Wood Restoration (Clean/Stain/Seal)
Decks, Fences, Cedar Siding, Log Homes

301-845-8550 =
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COMMENTARY

Words from Winterbilt

The deficit, colonialism,
TikTok & pardons

Shannon Bohrer

ince last year’s election, numerous

disparities have developed between
the previous administration and the
incoming party, now the new admin-
istration. The previous administration
made changes, enacting laws, and reg-
ulations, etc., before leaving office,
which is normal for an outgoing party.
In normal times, the incoming party
says very little about the changes, but
that has changed. It appeared that the
incoming administration believed they
should have input on everything. It is
as if the Trump administration believes
they should be the governing party
before their term starts.

Beginning with our national deb,
which is always contentious. Con-
gress is frequendy raising the dept ceil-
ing with a continuing resolution. It is
easier than passing a budget. The pre-
vious continuing resolution was to
expire on December 20th, 2024. Con-
gress passed a spending bill, keep-
ing the government running through
March 2025. We are accustomed to
last-minute spending bills, with both
sides arguing that we spend too much.
Therefore, the continuing resolutions
have deficit limits. However, with this
last continuing resolution, the Pres-
ident-elect requested that Congress
“suspend the federal dept limit” osten-

sibly to prevent future political dis-
agreements. How much does the next
administration plan to spend? Thank-
fully, they did not suspend the debt
limit, at least until March 25th.

Another contentious and seemingly
continuous issue is the fate of Tik-
Tok. The Chinese-owned social media
company has been accused of spying
while collecting user data. Congress
banned TikTok because the company
presents a national security risk. The
law banning TikTok is effective Janu-
ary 19, 2025, one day before the inau-
guration. TikTok has lost all appeals
and can only continue if it divests its
Chinese ownership. However, Don-
ald Trump’s lawyers filed a last-minute
appeal with the Supreme Court.

TikToKs history of being a national
security risk is paralleled with its popu-
larity: It has been banned in other coun-
tries for collecting private information
and weaponizing false information.
When Trump was in office four years
ago, he denounced the “Chinese-owned
video sharing app” as a threat to Amer-
icans national security. The appeal
conflicted with the outgoing adminis-
trations position on national security
concerns. So, why is Trump appealing
the ban to the Supreme Coure?

Of course, by the time you read this,
cither the Supreme Court will have
stayed the ban, or TikTok will have
survived, at least temporarily. Another
possibility is that TikTok divests itself
of its Chinese ownership.

Another issue is the Presidential par-
don power. This was an unexpected
issue with the previous administration
untl the former president pardoned
his son for charges related to illegal gun
possession and income tax violations.
"The pardon was surprising because the
former president was questioned on
the topic multiple times, each time say-
ing he would not pardon his son. Both
parties questioned the pardon, but the
incoming party vilified the decision.

Trump’s lawyers filed motions, mak-
ing their case that the incoming presi-
dent should also be exonerated in the
New York hush money trial. Trumps
lawyers argument included the posi-
tion that the hush money case “must
be immediately dismissed” because to
continue the process disrupts the pres-
ident-elects transition and “threatens
the functioning of the federal govern-
ment.” They argued that if Biden par-
doned his son, the Hush Money trail
where Trump was found guilty; should
also be dismissed.

The equivalency of dismissing a state
conviction for the incoming president
because President Biden pardoned his
son does not exist. Of course, when
you read this, the incoming president
will be the sitting president who par-
doned and commuted sentences for
individuals who worked in his admin-
istration during his first presidency.

Steve Bannon, a consultant to
Trumpss first  administration, was
accused of collecting money for the
“We Build the Wall” program and
then pocketing it. Bannon was charged
with fraud, as he “covertly routed” the

money to himself and others. Trump
pardoned Bannon before he went to
trial; however, he can still be tried on
state charges for the same crime. It was
reported that the program collected
over twenty-five million dollars, none
of which went to building the wall.

Another Trump consultant who
received a pardon was Paul Manafort.
Manafort managed the Trump cam-
paign while having connections to for-
eign adversaries. He was charged with
financial crimes, illegal lobbying for
foreign entities, and witness tampering.
He was found guilty and sentenced to
seven years. Trump granted Manafort
a pardon.

A Trump confidant and longtime
ally, Roger Stone, faced charges related
to a Russian interference investiga-
tion during the 2016 election. He was
charged and found guilty of witness
tampering and giving false statements
to Congess and was sentenced to forty
months. He was pardoned.

Trump’s first national security advi-
sor, Michael Flynn, was also pardoned.
He lied to the FBI about his Russian
connections, and the charges stemmed
from Mullers Russian investigation.
Trump pardoned him after he pleaded
guilty but before he was tried. Later,
the government declined to pursue
additional charges stemming from the
same investigation.

The pardoning of so many people
within Trumps first administration
and the promise of pardoning others
on his first day in his new administra-
tion do not seem relatable to Bidens
pardoning of his son.

The deficit, TikTok, and pardons
are minor topics of interest, compared
to the proposal of adding Canada to
the United States as another state. At a
recent press conference, President-elect
Trump said he was planning to do so.
Canada has not responded in a posi-
tive manner. Trump says he will use
economic pressure to procure Canada.
At the same conference, Trump said
he wanted to acquire Greenland and
would use force if necessary. Green-
land is a territory of Denmark. Since
Denmark is part of NATO, using the
American military to secure another
NATO countrys acquisition does - not
sound righ!

At the press conference, the acqui-
sition of other countries began when
Trump said the United States would
take back the Panama Canal. The
canal was transferred back to Panama
with a treaty between Panama and the
United States. The treaty calls for the
canal to remain neutral in peace and
war. Since the U.S. ships pay the same
price as other countries, the United
States is not being “ripped off” as
Trump professes.

This article was written before
Trump was sworn in, so some things
may change before it is published.
While not sworn in, Trump’s proposed
actions and policies resemble those of
a dictator, believing he is in control of
everything. His position is also com-
patible with favoring Colonialism.

16 read prior editions of Words From
Winterbilt, visit the Authors section of
Walkersville. net.

The Bulwark

America needs a real
opposition party

Jonathan Last

@ve got another moment
in which professional wres-
ting provides the key to understand-
ing American politics. But we have to
build up to it. Thope you'll take the ride

with me.

Irrelevant

Democrats in Washington are, as a
matter of governing, irrelevant for the
next year. They cannot pass or propose
legislation. They cannot hold hear-
ings. They are in no position to stop
the Trump administration from doing
whatever it wants. The job of the Dem-
ocratic party; then is to get into position
to get into position. That job comes in
WO parts.

First: Do not help Republicans. Not
in any way. On any issue. Republicans
cant pass a budget, or raise the debt
ceiling? Tough luck. Do not provide
them any bailout votes on any issue.
Period, the end.

Second: Make Donald Trump own
every bad outcome that happens, any-
where in the world while paying special
attention to areas where Republicans
are particularly vulnerable. Like hous-
ing and Ukraine.

I'm kind of obsessed with housing
costs. To start with, housing was the
one valid economic complaint peo-
ple had during the Biden years. Take
a look at the Case-Shiller index, which
tracks changes in U.S. home prices:

Biden didnt start the housing

affordability crisis—that train left the
station in the late 90s. It got worse
under Trump. And then it got even
worse under Biden.

Housing affordability is a real prob-
lem and there is no reason to believe
Trump can solve it. Why? Because
housing supply is in tension with his
proposed deportation regime.

Something like a quarter of the con-
struction workers in America are here
illegally. That’s just the national average.
In Texas the number is estimated to be
60 percent.

You cant address housing affordabil-
ity without substandally increasing the
housing supply. But if Trump is serious
about mass deportations, then housing
starts will be under downward pres-
sure. Housing; as an issue, is a trap for
Trump and Republicans. Its a problem
they cant solve without creating other
problems for themselves.

Democrats ought to talk about
housing all day, every day. Make it the
new price of eggs.

Then there’s Ukraine.

For starters, Trump has set up
impossible expectations: He promised
to end the war in 24 hours. Starting
on January 22, Democrats should ask,
every day, why the war is still ongoing,

If Putin wants to do Trump a solid,
he could halt offensive operations and
be content to walk away with the terri-
tory he currently controls. But its not
clear that Putin would be satisfied with
a quarter loaf when the whole thing
is suddenly there for the taking. And
if Putin pushes forward, things could
go horribly wrong in Ukraine. It is not
inconceivable that Ukrainian defenses

could collapse and Russia could start
advancing with alacrity.

Presidents own the wars they inherit.
Always. Nixon didnt send troops to
Vietnam, but he owned the conflict
anyway. Biden didnt sign the surren-
der with the Taliban, but he owned the
withdrawal and everything bad that
came with it.

If things go south in Ukraine, Dem-
ocrats should make sure that Trump
owns every death, every horrible pic-
ture, every atrocity.

Ukraine is like housing for Trump
in that the only solutions for avoiding
disaster are actions that would put him
at odds with his base.

Prediction: Pain

The job of an opposition party is to
impose political pain. The point of
political pain is to make the presi-
dent unpopular. By driving up the
presidents unfavorable numbers,
you make him a millstone for his
party’s congressmen and senators
as they prepare for midterm elec-
tions. To the extent that the presi-
dent becomes an electoral liability
for members of his party, it curbs
the ability of his coalition to govern.
Which, in turn, takes his marginal
agenda items off the table.

I feel silly even saying this because its
Politics 101. Its like explaining to a fish
that water is supposed to be wet.

But Democrats arent acting any-
thing like an opposition party. Joe
Biden is bragging to USA Today
about how Trump said something
nice about him. Merrick Garland
is deferring to Aileen Cannon.
John Fetterman is vouching for

Kash Patel’s sacred honor. Chuck

Schumer is playing footsic with
Trump’s Gulf of America nonsense.
What is wrong with these people?

One more request, because I cant
stop myself.

This week Trump said of Greenland:
“We need it for national security.”

Democrats: For the love of
God, stop trying to explain how
silly the Greenland stunt is. Or
arguing that America doesn’t need
Greenland for national security
purposes.

Instead, get out there and say,
“The president-elect says that Amer-
ica needs Greenland for national
security. | want to know what he’s
doing to secure it for us.”

Dont argue with Trump. Tell him:
Show me the money.

Keep this up once hes in office.
Trump says the Panama Canal is essen-
tial for American security? Then what
is he, as the commander-in-chief,
going to do about it? Park an aircraft
carrier on either side?

Trump says Canada needs to be
a US. state? Okay then. What is he
doing about i Why isnt he crushing
Canada with tariffs and putting troops
on the border?

Because thats what an opposition
party with a spine would do.

Instead, Democrats get the worst of
all worlds.

They protect Trump from the con-
sequences of his stupidest ideas by
getting loud about opposition to his
dumbest stunts.

And then they give Trump cover by
acquiescing to his most harmful ideas,
by normalizing Kash Patel.

Stop it, Democrats. Youre an oppo-
sition party now. Act like one.

Ruthless Aggression

As always, professional wrestling is the
codex for politics and the key for Dem-
ocrats understanding their position.

In 2002 the WWE was searching
for a new identity as a product. Both
figuratively and literally: It lost a trade-
mark fight with the World Wildlife
Federation and was forced to rename
itself.

More importandy, the WWE had
spent the previous years in an era
defined by its competition with a rival
wrestling promotion, the WCW. This
was a period of great creative ferment
and in many ways a high point for
McMahons company. But the WWE
won the ratings war and McMahon
ultimately purchased the WCW for
pennies on the dollar. Following this
merger, McMahon's company was at
sea. He had consolidated an almost
total monopoly in an industry that had
historically been heavily fragmented.
He didn't know what to do next.

On June 24, 2002, McMahon
came into the ring on his company’s
flagship show, Monday Night Raw
and delivered what would become an
era-defining promo in which he chal-
lenged his wrestlers to exhibit “ruthless
aggression.”

Looking back, you can see the future
by looking at the faces of the wrestlers on
the ring apron. Watching the way they
reacted to McMahon, you could tell who
would rise and who would stall out.

The Republican party operates in
a ruthless aggression posture while
Democrats are stuck in Hulk Hogan’s
Rock'nWesling.

10 read other articles from the Bulwark,

visit www.thebulwark.com.
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COMMENTARY

The Liberal Patriot

Democrats’ continued
fixation on identity politics
carries risks

Michael Baharaeen

en Wikler one of two leading

candidates to be the next chair
of the DNC—posted this message
to his X account:

“We unite our coalition by making
sure everyones at the ble. As DNC
Chair, our leadership team will lift up
our full coalition — with Black, Latino,
Native, AANHPL, LGBTQ, Youth,
Interfaith, Ethnic, Rural, Veteran, and
Disability representation.”

Wikler was obviously trying to
demonstrate the party’s commitment
to groups that have historically been
a core part of the Democratic coali-
tion, especially minorities. His post
also exemplified a way of thinking that
has dominated the party over roughly
the past decade: an insistence on seeing
the electorate as a collection of identity
groups—formed on the basis of shared,
often immutable traits—that need to be
spoken to individually and treated as dis-
tinct from other groups. This is based
on the paradigm of “identty politics,”
in which peoples sociopolitical attitudes
and interests are rooted primarily in their
identity traits. However, it is becoming
harder to justify using this framework in
the year 2025.

Some will argue that “all polidcs is
identity politics” Most people vote in
what they see as their self-interest, and
this can be informed by ones idendty.
For instance, a persons religious beliefs,
financial status, or sexual orientation
may have some bearing on the issues
they care about or the politicians whom
they believe have their best interest in
mind. Similarly; if someone belongs o a
group that has historically faced discrimi-
nation that, too, may influence their atti-

tudes and voting behaviors.

But viewing American politics and
society through this lens also carries
serious risks, especially for political
parties, whose primary concern is
winning elections.

One such risk is coming to believe
that the shared characteristic that binds
a group of people together is the most
important factor informing that groups
voting habits. A good example of this is
the assumption many Democrats have
had that immigrants would be so put
off by Trump's demagoguery that relent-
lessly highlighting his bigoted remarks
would move many Hispanics and
Asians into their corner. Hillary Clinton
operated on this assumption in the 2016
campaigi—to no avail. But this didnt
stop her party from trying again.

Last cydle, after a speaker at a Trump
rally made a crass joke about Puerto Rico
in the final week of the campaign, the
Democrats thought they had an issue
they could use to galvanize Hispanic
voters. They put up billboards around
Allentown, Pennsylvania, home to a siz-
able Puerto Rican population, highlight-
ing the speaker’s words. Kamala Harris
also hammered home the topic at her
final campaign rally in the state. But it
made no difference. On Election Day,
Trump flipped Pennsylvania, Hispan-
ics in the state moved toward him by 14
points, and Allentown and other local-
ities with large Hispanic populations
shifted in his direction.

This same thinking has been pres-
ent in other recent contexts as well. The
Biden administration pursued a widely
unpopular student loan forgiveness plan
in hopes of energizing young voters,
despite the fact that student loans were
near the bottom of young peoples list of
priorities. Harris also clearly hoped that
campaigning hard on the abortion issue
would move women to support her in
record numbers. In the same vain, Dem-
ocrats touted her race and gender in an
effort to boost her support. But in the

end, she underperformed Biden with
young voters, black voters, and women.

All this is a good reminder that con-
ceiving of any group in monolithic
terms risks missing meaningful differ-
ences within it. Even terms like “Latino”
have limited utlity; as they lump the
very different life experiences of people
with ancestry in, say, Mexico, Cuba, and
Colombia into one broad category. In
Wikler's case, his preferred term, “AAN-
HPI” (Asian American, Native Hawai-
ian, and Pacific Islander), does the same
thing with people from different coun-
tries in different parts of the globe—and
often with very different cultures. This is
perplexing, though, as we started to see
the importance of understanding the
nuances within these populations just
last year.

Additionally, when parties and can-
didates are hyper-focused on messaging
to certain identity groups, others then
expect to receive the same treatment—
and take notice when they dont get it.

Consider young men. Its no secret
that many have been falling behind
their female peers on numerous met-
rics, incduding educatonal attain-
ment and employment. However,
there was little in the Democrats’ mes-
saging for men in this past election
that matched their much more overt
appeals to women. Some Harris surro-
gates did make a direct pitch to men
in the home stretch of the campaign,
but they argued that men needed to
vote for Harris to show support for the
women in their lives.

The lack of a dear agenda for men
hasnit been exclusive to Harris or her
campaign, either. Pollster Daniel Cox
has noted that the DNCs website
includes a page called “Who We Serve,”
which lists fully 16 different groups they
dlaim to represent. One group conspic-
uously missing? Men. In light of all this,
is it any surprise that they not only didnt
break heavily for Harris but swung to
Trump overall by eight points?

Post-election polling showed that the
perception that Harris and the Dem-

e

r’{.:ﬂ_"l J.I1,'
<

=

ocrats cared more about  individual
groups than the broader electorate was
a real vulnerability for her. A plurality of
swing voters said they believed that Har-
tis was “more focused on cultural issues
like transgender issues rather than help-
ing the middle dass.” Many Democrats
protested this, saying that Harris took
pains to not talk about such issues on
the trail. But this sentiment was likely
less about trans issues, specifically, and
more in response to the sense that the
party talks about issues that affect certain
groups at the expense of the electorate’s
primary concerns like the economy and
immigration.

The point is this: when a party gets
bogged down in idendty politics, it
often becomes harder to develop a dear
and compelling message with universal
appeal. People may know that you stand
behind this or that group, but they dont
have a dear sense of who you are or what
you'll do for them.

Whats strange about the Democratic

Partys almost monomaniacal focus on

identity over the past decade is that its
a stark departure from both its recent
past and the ethos that guided one of
the party’s most revered figures: Barack
Obama. When Obama first came
onto the scene at the 2004 Democratic
National Convention, his vision for the
country explicitly rejected the identity
politics paradigm.

Of course, none of this is to say that
some groups arent disproportionately
impacted by certain issues or that poli-
ticians should never acknowledge that
fact. Ultimately;, though, most Ameri-
cans, regardless of identity; basically want
the same things: a general sense of over-
all stability; a strong economy; good jobs,
safe streets and schools, affordable health-
care, and basic respect for their rights.

It shouldn’t be hard to make that case,
but doing so requires leaving behind a
politics that prioritizes group identity
above all else.

1o read other articles from the Liberal
Pasriot, visit www liberalpatriot.com.

Good Day Neighbor

Valentine to
public education

Dorothea Mordan

lic school was designed to help sodi-

ety by guiding our children t grow

up to be productive ditizens, ready and able
to interact with other people in sodiety.

Education starts with common
language. Teachers use language to
build understanding. Having a shared
method of communication gives us a
reason to write it down. Having some-
thing to share gives us a reason to read.
Having a system of commerce gives us
a reason for addition and subtraction.
Readin’, writin, ‘rithemtic. Another rea-
son three is a magic number.

With language we learn to listen to
the voice of authority from a young
age. Our first and strongest leaders—
parents, teachers. They instll respect
for leadership in our social structure of
employment, government, religion.

Our public education system has
gotten more complicated since Horace
Mann advocated for a public school sys-
tem in the 1830%. That’s because humans
are complicated.

Public school provides a place to
debate the historical causes of mans
inhumanity to man, and the merits of
solutions. Slow; passive resistance that
changes the course of a country, Gandhi
in India, the Underground Railroad
in our own country. The big picture
reasons for human suffering always
include breaking the Golden Rule.
The solutions always include follow-
ing the Golden Rule.

Suffering,  exclusion,  internment
camps, “ No [insert anyone you dont like]
allowed”, stay out of the bathroom. There
are people actually spending tdme, right
now; making it impossible for other peo-
ple to use a restroom.

Education taught me the lessons others
learned from breaking commandments,
and committing the deadly sins. Greed,
arrogance, flying too dose to the sun. Do
we have the Icarus administration, or sim-
plyaliving example of the Peter Principle.
Dont remember the Peter Principle? Edu-
cators, and my parents, aught me to “look
itup, youll remember it longer”

Historical examples of breaking the
Golden Rule? Slavery; in any and all
eras, is as simple to understand as it is

bad. If you wouldnt want to be treated

as a slave, dont treat others as slaves.

Education teaches that humans can
rationalize anything, Right now; in 2025,
there is a rationalizing of changing every-
thing because the Icarus administration
said so. There are such great things that
will happen, and you will get everything
you have always deserved when all the bad
things are removed. By me.

History dass taught me a lot about
how compromise was reached so that we
now have our Constitution. Successfully
following the Golden Rule requires us to
compromise. Everything about the US
Constitution is some form of codification
of the Golden Rule.

Civics dlass taught me that my vote
matters. I do not have to vote for cruel
people so that I can get my righteous eggs
at the grocery store. Just because an Icarus
administration is behaving as though
to protect property rights some Ameri-
can ditizens can be stripped of their per-
sonal and civil rights, no American has
to support these actions. Firing career
government employees without cause,
threatening states with withholding life-
saving funds, isolating lifesaving medi-
cal research from the public, these actions
break everything about the Golden
Rule. These acts are performed by newly
elected or appointed people, many who
daim to be devout Christians.

We may disagree on what is good for
our country; but most people could agree
that the Golden Rule is the most universal
tenant of Judeo-Christian history.

The Maryland Toleration Act of 1649
was a first, and pretty selective, attempt
at religious tolerance in the Colonies.
The Colonists were newly arrived from
England, where they took turns killing
each other. The New World bought new
opportunities to compromise. Not to
mention reasons to compromise, with all
of huge amounts of property available ©
grab. The main goal of the Toleraton Act
was to keep the peace between Catholics
and Protestants. Eventually that first com-
promise led to our First Amendment.

“Congess shall make no law respect-
ingan establishment of religion, or prohib-
iting the free exercise thereof; or abridging
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or
the right of the people peaceably to assem-
ble, and o petition the government for a
redress of grievances.”

The founding Fathers knew from expe-
rience that a fight over religion was a loser
for everyone. No exceptions. The ultimate
lesson in the Golden Rule.

School was not meant to make par-
ents feel good. In our modern lives we
have the ability to make our social norms,
and our customary interactions with each

other almost anything we could wish for.

The lesson from teachers and from our
educational system is to be careful what
you wish for, in particular if your wish
does not incorporate the Golden Rule.
Wishes that thoughdessly exdude other
people can have repercussions persisting
through generations.

It takes each of us to have a healthy
sodiety: It takes each of us to support the
foundation of our society: Our education
system is one of the comerstones. To have
a school system that teaches children ©
respect each of us and our society; requires
investment of our attention on the body
elected to manage that system. Recordings
of the Frederick County Maryland Board
of Education meetings can be found on
the Frederick County website.

Democrats make lots of mistakes, but
the common thread is that each of us
has the right to be an individual and live
life on their own terms. Even Icarus is free
to fly into the sun. Lets hope very few are
dragged there with him.

(Answer: The Peter Principle is the
conditon of a person rising up the
employment ladder to the level of their
incompetence. You should still look it up.)

10 read prior editions of Good Day
Neighbor; visit the Authors section of
Walkersville.net, or visit her website:
ChandllerDesignsLimited.com.



10 | WOODSBORO-WALKERSVILLE NEWS-JOURNAL | FEBRUARY 2025

PASTOR’S DESK

What is love?

Reverend Sabrina Slimmer
Keymar Evangelical Wesleyan Church

Uve is often seen as an emo-
ion—something that comes
and goes, depending on how we feel
at any given moment. We hear peo-
ple say, “I'm in love,” or “I fell out
of love,” as though love is simply a
flecting feeling between two peo-
ple. But is love really just an emo-
tion? To understand what love truly
is, we must look beyond emotions
and examine love through a Bibli-
cal lens. The life and sacrifice of Jesus
Christ offers us the clearest definition
of love—one that is active, sacrificial,
and not dependent on fleeting feel-
ings. Love, as demonstrated in the
Bible, is not a feeling but an inten-
tional choice to act in kindness, sac-
rifice, and compassion.

Love is Not a Feeling,
But an Action

To begin understanding love from a
Biblical perspective, we turn to the
Apostle John, who defines love not
as a mere feeling but as an action. In
1 John 4:9-10, we read:

“This is how God showed His love
among us: He sent His one and only
Son into the world that we might live
through Him. This is love: not that
we loved God, but that He loved us
and sent His Son as an atoning sacri-
fice for our sins.”

Notice how love is described not
by a fecling but by the actions of
God and Jesus. The passage high-
lights verbs like “showed,”

“live,” and “sacrifice.” None of these

“sent,”

words are dependent on an emo-
tional experience. God’s love was
demonstrated  through  action—
through sending His Son to die for

the sins of the world, even though
humanity did not deserve such an
act of grace. If love were solely a feel-
ing, we might expect God's love to be
based on how well humanity treated
Him or whether He “felt” love for us.
But instead, God’s love transcends
feelings and is shown through pur-

poseful actions.

Love That Is Unconditional

and Sacrificial

In the Bible, God’s love is described
as unconditional and sacrificial.
Despite humanitys flaws, rebel-
lion, and sin, God chose to love us.
He did not wait for us to “earn” His
love or prove our worth. He loved us
first, and that love was demonstrated
through the ultimate sacrifice: Jesus
Christs death on the cross. In verse
10, we are reminded: “This is love:
not that we loved God, but that He
loved us and sent His Son as an aton-
ing sacrifice for our sins.”

This sacrifice is the embodiment
of love—a love that does not depend
on feelings but on a commitment
to give, even in the face of rejection
or unworthiness. If God’s love were
based on feelings, how could He
love a people who frequenty turn
away from Him? Yet, in His great
mercy, God’s love remains steady
and unwavering. Jesus didnt die for
humanity because we were perfect
or deserving; He died because love is
not about feelings, but about choos-
ing to act in grace, mercy, and sac-
rifice.

The Transformative
Power of God’s Love
The power of Gods love is not only
in its constancy but also in its trans-
formative nature. When we accept
God’s love, it changes how we see
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ourselves, others, and the world. The
Bible tells us that God’s love is so pro-
found that it leads to transformation,
redemption, and healing. When we
embrace Jesus as our Savior, we expe-
rience a love that sees us not for our
mistakes or failures, but for who we
were created to be— “in the image
of God.”

Jesus, who saw beyond the sur-
face of people’s lives, didn't focus on
their flaws or sins. He saw them as
they were intended to be beloved
children of God. His love redeems,
restores, and justifies. This is not a
passive love—it is active, and it trans-
forms everything it touches. When
we embrace this love, it shapes our
identities, our relationships, and our
mission in the world.

A Call to Act Like Jesus

As Christians, we are called to
reflect the love of Jesus in our own
lives. While we cannot atone for
the sins of others or save them,
we are called to lead others to the

one who can: Jesus Christ. This
love is not just something we feel;
it is something we do. Jesus’s love
is active, moving, and sacrificial,
and we are called to embody this
same love in our relationships with
others. We should not passively
hope that others feel the love of
Jesus through us; instead, we must
actively seek to see others the way
Jesus sees them. This means being
vulnerable, allowing ourselves to
be interrupted by others, and step-
ping out of our comfort zones to
show compassion and mercy.

This year, let us not sit idly by.
Let us go out into the world and
seek to truly see those around us, to
love them with the same love that
Jesus has shown us. Even when it
doesn’t make sense, even when it’s
uncomfortable, we are called to
show mercy, lend a helping hand,
and share the love of Christ. When
people ask why we do these things,
we can point them to the source of
our love—]Jesus.
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The Unshakable Love of God

In conclusion, love is not a fleeting
feeling, but an enduring choice to
act in grace, sacrifice, and compas-
sion. God’s love for us is not based
on how He feels about us, but on
His unshakable commitment to us.
He loves us through action, through
sending His Son to redeem and
restore us. As we embrace this love,
we are called to reflect it in our own
lives, to act with mercy and compas-
sion, and to share the transformative
power of God’s love with others.

You are seen, known, and loved
by God. His love is a love you can
trust—Dbecause He has proven it
through more than 2,000 years of
faithfulness. As you rest in His love,
let it empower you to love others
in the same way. Our victory is not
found in our strength, but in our
faith in Jesus Christ, the one who
has already overcome the world and
defeated death. Through Him, we
are more than conquerors.

Hold fast to the love of God,
and let it guide your life and
your with oth-
ers. Through His love, we can
overcome the challenges of this
world and live in the victory He
has already won for us.

interactions

If you would like to hear more and see
this kind of love in action we would
love to welcome you to Keymar Fvan-
gelical Wesleyan Church in Keymar,
MD. Every Sunday morning at 9 and
10:15, and Wednesday nights at 7 we
offer something for the whole family:
kids, teens, and adults. Come check us
out at 1011 Francis Scott Key High-
way, Keymar.

£ 4
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THE BOOK OF DAYS

Lady Sarah Lennox

ady Sarah Lennox—born 14th

February 1745—is an interesting
figure of a subordinate class in mod-
ern English history. Her father, the
second Duke of Richmond of his cre-
ation (grandson of King Charles II),
had made, in early life, not exactly
a romantic marriage, but a mar-
riage which was followed by roman-
tic circumstances. The bride was Lady
Sarah Cadogan, daughter of Marlbor-
ough’s favourite general.

“Their union was a bargain to can-
cel a gambling debt between the par-
ents, and the young Lord March was
brought from college, the lady from
the nursery; for the ceremony. The
bride was amazed and silent, but the
bridegroom exclaimed—"Surely you
are not going to marry me to that
dowdy?” Married he was, however,
and his tutor instantly carried him off

to the Continent ... Three years after-
wards, Lord March returned from his
travels an accomplished gentleman,
but having such a disagreeable re-col-
lection of his wife that he avoided
home, and repaired on the first night
of his arrival to the theatre. There he
saw a lady of so fine an appearance
that he asked who she was. “The
reigning toast, the beaudful Lady
March.” He hastened to claim her,
and they lived together so affection-
ately, that, one year after his decease in
1750, she died of grief”

Lady Sarah, one of the numer-
ous children of this loving pair,
grew up an extraordinary beauty.
Of this we get some testimony
from the great domestic chronicler
of the last century,

The charms of this lovely creature
had already made an impression on
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the heart of George III, then newly
come to the throne at two and twenty.
"There seems no reason to doubt that
the young monarch formed the
design of raising his lovely cousin
(for such she was) to the throne. The
idea was of course eagerly embraced
by her ladyships relations, and par-
ticularly by her eldest sisters hus-
band, Mr. Fox, who held the office
of Paymaster of the Forces, and was
anxious to strengthen the party to
which he belonged. Any such proj-
ect was, on the other hand, calcu-
lated extremely to offend the King’s
mother, the Princess of Wales,
who, for the support of her power
over her son, was desirous that his
future wife should be beholden to
herself for her brilliant position.

Early in the winter 1760-1, the
King took an opportunity of speaking
to Lady Sarahs cousin, Lady Susan
Strangeways, expressing a hope at the
drawing-room, that her ladyship was
not soon to leave town. She said she
should. ‘But, said the King, ‘you will
return in summer for the coronation.’
Lady Susan answered that she did not
know—she hoped so. ‘But, said the
King again, ‘they talk of a wedding.
There have been many proposals:
but I think an English match would
do better than a foreign one. Pray tell
Lady Sarah Lennox I say so.” Here was
a sufficiently broad hint to inflame
the hopes of a family, and to raise the
head of a blooming gitl of sixteen to
the fifth heavens.

It happened, however, that Lady
Sarah had already allowed her heart o
be pre-occupied, having formed a girl-
ish attachment for the young Lord
Newbottle, grandson of the Marquis of
Lothian. She did not therefore enter into
the views of her family with all the alac-
rity which they desired. According to a
narrative of Mr. Grenville:

‘She went the next drawing-room to
St. Jamess, and stated to the King, in
as few words as she could, the inconve-
niences and difficulties in which such a
step would involve him. He said, that
was his business: he would stand them
all: his part was taken, he wished to
hear hers was likewise.”

In this state it continued, whilst
she, by advice of her friends, broke off
with Lord Newbottle, very reluctandy
on her part. She went into the coun-
try for a few days, and by a fall from
her horse broke her leg. The absence
which this occasioned gave time and
opportunities for her enemies to

work; they instilled jealousy into the

PO,
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King’s mind upon the subject of Lord
Newbotde, telling him that Lady
Sarah still continued her intercourse
with him, and immediately the mar-
riage with the Princess of Strelitz was
set on foot: and, at Lady Sarah’s return
from the country, she found herself
deprived of her crown and her lover
Lord Newbottle, who complained as
much of her as she did of the King.

While this was in agitation, Lady
Sarah used to meet the King in his
rides carly in the morning, driving a
litdle chaise with Lady Susan Strange-
ways: and once it is said that, wanting
to speak to him, she went dressed like
a servant-maid, and stood amongst
the crowd in the Guard-room, to say
a few words to him as he passed by

Lady Sarah would sometimes
appear as a haymaker in the park at
Holland House, in order to attract
the attention of the King as he rode
past but the opportunity was lost. The
habit of obedience to his mother’s will
carried the day, and he allowed an
emissary to go on a mission to obtain
a bride for him in the Protestant
courts of Germany.

It is believed that lady Sarah was
allowed to have hopes till the very day
when the young sovereign announced
to his council that he had resolved on
wedding the Princess Charlotte of
Mecklenburg. She felt ill-used, and
her friends were all greadly displeased.

With the King she remained an object
of virtuous admiration,—perhaps
also of pity. He wished to soften the
disappointment by endeavouring to
get her established in a high position
near his wife: but the impropriety of
such a course was obvious, and it was
not persisted in.

Lady Sarah, however, was asked by
the King to take a place among the
ten unmarried daughters of dukes
and earls who held up the train of
his queen at the coronation: and this
office, which we cannot help thinking
in the circumstances derogatory, she
consented to perform. It is said that,
in the sober, duty-compelled mind of
the sovereign, there always was a soft-
ness towards the object of his youthful
attachment.

Lady Sarah Lennox in 1764 made
a marriage which proved that ambi-
tion was not a ruling principle in her
nature, her husband being ‘a clergy-
mar’s son. The marriage however
was dissolved by an Act of Parliament
in 1776, and she subsequently mar-
ried Major-General George Napier.
In 1826, Her ladyship died at the
age of eighty-two, believed to be the
last surviving great grand-daughter of
Charles II.

10 read other selections from Robert
Chambers 1864 The Book of Days, visit
thebookofdays.com.
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ECOLOGY

This winter feels like a real winter

Anne Gageby
Director of Environmental Education
Strawberry Hill Foundation

L;ke the ones we had when I was
kid growing up on Mount
Hope. The kind of winter that
makes you want to go play in the
snow then snuggle under a warm,
dry blanket. The kind of winter that
makes you look out your window at
the vast ocean of white and wonder
at how anything survives. The snow,
the plunging temperatures, the fro-
zen creek beds. It has been a glori-
ously icy season.

Snow is as functional as it is
beautiful. Snow’s albedo, or abil-
ity to reflect sunlight back into the
atmosphere, is very high. It reflects
an average of 80-90 percent of
incoming sunlight. This reflection
of light helps Earth’s energy bal-
ance and cools the planet. Without
snow, or in areas where dust has
collected on snowpack’s surface,
dark-colored debris absorbs and
retains heat causing faster snow-
melt and decreases the likelihood
of snow sticking to the ground. It
becomes a vicious cycle. But when
snow does stay it does miraculous
things for the forest.

Those delicate white flakes gather
and become an insulating blan-
ket that protects plants, trees, and
wildlife from the creeping midwin-
ter chill. Without snow, super cold
temperatures like we experienced
last week freeze the soil deeper
underground. This can lead to dam-
aged root systems and kill plants
and trees. Snow’s insulation effi-

cacy is due to the air pockets found
between fallen snowflakes. These air
pockets trap warmer air and mois-
ture, effectively slowing down heat
loss between the ground and outer
temperatures.

And the insulation effect of snow
helps protect roots from the cyclic
freezing and thawing that often
happens this time of year. Milder
temperatures and sunshine warm
snow-free soil at the surface level
and can lead to damage from soil
heaving. When this happens, roots
dry out and break. Snow-coated
soil, however, helps conserve mois-
ture during the long winter months
and provides a much-needed dose
of water as the snow melts into the
ground. These protections help set
the pace for spring budding.

But not all snowmelt pene-
trates the ground. Depending on
the landscape, snowmelt also flows
over land, contributing to the flow
streams and rivers. This helps create
temporary streams and vernal pools
which become homes to a variety
of amphibians such as salamanders
and frogs. Vernal pools filled in early
spring by snowmelt and rain dry up
during summer and yet are incredi-
bly important to certain amphibian
species’ mating seasons as they pro-
vide a habitat safe from fish preda-
tors. Its a delicate balance but one
that often depends on winter pre-
cipitation as much as it depends on
spring rains.

Its fun to discover the benefits of
a snowy winter but lets be honest,
snow isn't for everyone. As we expe-
rienced recently, it can disrupt travel
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plans, close schools and businesses,
and requires physical investment in
its removal. Yet, to the forest snow is
a welcome sight. A variety of rodents
such as mice, voles, and shrews live
in or utilize the subnivean zone,
that almost-magical world between
the snowpack and the Earths sur-
face. These creatures live, rest, and
find meals here. They go about their
days protected from winter’s harshest
attitudes by the thick layer of white
above them. Without this protec-
tion, rodent populations decrease
as food supplies dry up and lack of
cover opens them to higher rates of
predation.

Of course, snow doesnt give
them protection all the time.
Owls and foxes are well adapted
to hunt for small rodents even in
deep snow. Owls™ hearing is stellar,
and their ears are designed to tri-
angulate a prey’s location under a
thick carpet of white. Studies have
shown that owls experience sounds
with the visual part of their brain.
This means they are likely to see
the sounds around them. A mole
doesnt stand much chance against
that even if they are tunneled under
several inches of snow. Foxes, on the
other hand, have not only excellent
hearing but an incredible sense of
smell as well. They use their well-
equipped noses to locate prey tun-
neling underfoot. And since they
grow thick fur coats every year, the
cold isnt likely to stop them hunt-
ing for a late-evening meal.

For people, however, winter
can be rough. The bitter cold we
recently experienced made spend-
ing tme outside difficult and
unsafe. Fortunately, those tem-
peratures were more of an anomaly
than the rule in our area of Penn-
sylvania. And as we've seen, more
normal temps came back as quickly
as they left. It may still be cold out
but overall winter is a great time to
be outside.

Hiking in the cold brings a wide
variety of health benefits from

improving overall immunity to
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As you can plainly see in this paper, there is no shortage of good winter photos!

boosting your mood and reducing
stress. Your body burns more calo-
ries when you go hiking in the cold
and it can help improve your car-
diovascular system. And walking
through snow is kind of similar to
walking on sand in that it forces you
to slow down and works muscles
you may have forgotten you had.
Winter hikes have more than just
health benefits for anyone willing to
brave the chilly air. The lack of bugs
is a universal upside for any hiker.
No spiderwebs in your hair or mos-
quitos making you a snack. Plus,

PO. Box 39
Waodsboro

gladhillp{fcomecast.net

Gladhill Plumbing
& Heating, INC.

Licensed Plumber #3245
Kenneth W. Gladhill

301-898-3875
301-898-3899
FAX 301-898-4286

there’s something fun about the
crunch of snow under our feet as we
take a walk outside. It brings out a
child-like wonder and excitement as
you traipse around the woods.

Or maybe thats just me. I defi-
nitely feel like a kid again when I'm
out on a winter hike. Tapping into
that energy makes being out in the
cold more enjoyable. Plus, the for-
est is beautiful this time of year.
Shimmering ice and snow-dusted
trees make a spectacular backdrop
for any hike. If youre looking for
an excuse to get outside, this is it.
Check out our list of upcoming
winter hikes and programs at Straw-
berry Hill and join us for some win-
ter fun. While you're out, take in the
forest around you and all that win-
ter is doing behind the scenes. After
all, this has been a winter to remem-
ber and one that will make spring
even better for creatures and plants
of all varieties.

16 read past editions of Ecology, visit
the Authors section of Walkersville.net.
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THE RETIRED ECOLOGIST

If you're a Cowbird, old habits die hard

Bill Meredith

“Black and white buffalo pass

in and out of red barns....”
—Aldo Leopold, A Sand County
Almanac, 1949

I looked out of the kitchen win-
dow one morning last month and
was not surprised to see that half
of the yard was white. That was not
unexpected; after all, it was Janu-
ary, and snow had been forecast.
However, I was surprised to see
that the rest of the yard was black,
and seemed to be moving, like the
raisins used to do when my grand-
mother poured them into a pan of
boiling rice on her old coal stove. It
was confusing, but after a moment
rational thought took over, and
I realized that if I would blink
my eyes a few times and get fully
awake, normality might return. I
tried it, and the raisins turned into
cowbirds. I had not seen any of
them since last summer, but here
they were... hordes of them under
the feeder and in the adjacent trees.

It takes a while to absorb some-
thing like that when you've just got
up. The first explanation that came
to mind was that Alfred Hitch-
cock was alive and well and liv-
ing in Emmitsburg; but old habits
soon took over. Ecologists always
start counting things when sud-
denly confronted with the unfore-
seen, so I began calculating. I
picked several areas of about a
square yard and counted the cow-
birds in each of them; they aver-
aged about 11 or 12 birds each.
Estimating that the area I could see
through the window was about five
yards on a side, that would make it
25 square yards. I didn’t have pen-
cil and paper handy, so I rounded
the observed 11 or 12 down to 10,
which I could multiply in my head,
and added 100 more to account for
ones in the trees and the fudging of
the numbers. That gave me a min-
imum estimate of 350 birds. Look-
ing at the entire mob of them, that
didn’t seem unreasonable.

Watching the swarming mass
seemed to make my mind dizzy,
and it wandered off into the past.
When the first European settlers
arrived in this area, about 300 years
ago, there were no cowbirds to be
seen. This region was forested back
then, and cowbirds are adapted to
grasslands, not forests. They orig-

inated in the prairies of the Mid-
west, where their ancestors made a
living by following herds of ances-
tral buffalo from time immemorial,
even before the last Ice Age.

In those days the buffalo num-
bered in the millions, and like
the wildebeests in Africa, they
were constantly on the move; if
they had stayed in one place, they
would have eaten every sprout
of green vegetation within reach.
Their migration pattern took them
northwest from Texas and Okla-
homa to the edge of the mountains,
then to Wyoming, the Dakotas,
and then southward again. Cow-
birds travelled with the herds, and
they too were in numbers beyond
imagination; each tribe of Plains
Indians had a name for them in its
language which translated to “buf-
falo bird” in English.

In spring and summer they ate
insects, which were flushed up
from the grass by buffalo; in win-
ter, they ate seeds which they
picked up from the ground or from
buffalo dung. Because they had to
move with their food source, they
could not build nests and raise
fledglings like other birds, so they
evolved the habit that ecologists
call nest parasitism; they laid their
eggs in the nests of other birds.

Of course the coming of Euro-
pean settlers changed all that. In
the east, forests were cut down and
converted to farms, with fields of
hay and various grains; so in an
ecological sense, the eastern forests
became interspersed with grass-
lands. In the west, the open prai-
rie was fenced off, plowed, and
planted, mainly with wheat. The
great herds of buffalo were virtually
wiped out in the 19th Century by
hunting for their skins and meat,
by farmers protecting their crops
and fences, and by “sport shoot-
ing” by passengers on the railroads.
Aldo Leopold, one of the most elo-
quent of the conservationists who
succeeded Teddy Roosevelt, was
old enough to remember the last of
the buffalo herds, and he described
the changing ecosystem of the prai-
ries as populated by “black and
white buffalo which moved in and
out of red barns” instead of follow-
ing the ancient migration route.

The cowbirds adapted. They
still wandered about in flocks,
but they patronized herds of cat-
tle in the summer, and in winter

they shifted from buffalo chips
to cow pies. And many of them
drifted eastward to the newly cre-
ated “prairies” where the forests
once had been. Here, they contin-
ued the old habits of traveling in
flocks, feeding on insects in sum-
mer and seeds in winter; and they
continued to practice nest parasit-
ism, which we all learned about
in school. They merge into larger
flocks in the fall, and usually stay
out in the countryside, where they
wander from one dairy farm, feed-
lot, or grain field to the next.

Living in a flock is safer for
them; there are more eyes to spot
predators, so the individual birds
can give more of their attention
to finding seeds to eat. If one bird
detects danger, there is no vocal
signal; it simply takes wing, and
the whole flock instantly follows.
If a really big storm occurs, the
flocks will move further south,
but after a light snow they sim-
ply expand their search for new
spots in the local area, often end-
ing up in towns where they can
find both food and shelter. When
they find a place like my yard,
and see other small birds around
a feeder, they descend on it like
the plague.

Watching them from a window
where they are only a few feet away
gives you a different view than the
one you get from walking in a
field. I noticed that they required
less “personal space” than other
birds; they were often only an
inch or two apart, yet they made
no attempt to peck each other like
starlings or sparrows do. Flocking
behavior apparently requires tol-
erance. | also noticed that while
most of them were vigorous and
well-groomed, there were a signif-
icant number that were less active
and showed signs of ill health.
Damaged legs, un-preened feath-
ers, and improperly folded wings
indicated them
would be at greater risk when a
hawk came by and the whole flock
took flight. This surprised me at
first, but then I remembered the
basic rule of population dynamics.

that some of

To have a stable population size,
the death rate must equal the birth
rate. If each of the females lays
ten eggs in the course of a sum-
mer, an equal number of deaths
must occur to prevent the popula-
tion from expanding to the point
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The arrival of Cowbirds is the bane of anyone who feeds birds in the win-
ter as they crowd out those birds you are intending to feed, and once they
come, the only way to get rid of them is to stop feeding altogether.

that it would begin to destroy the
other species of small birds that
become foster parents to parasitic
cowbird babies... and ecologists
have found that the populations
of various warblers and sparrows
do decline when cowbirds become
too numerous. Cowbirds can live
at least 16 years in captivity, but
in nature their life expectancy is
much less. I would guess that all
of the hundreds that stopped in
my yard, only a handful will sur-
vive five years, and none will still
be alive in ten years.

The snow melted after a few
days, and the flock went back to the
country. Yesterday it began snow-
ing again around 10:00 A. M., and
by noon the yard was full of cow-
birds again. I dont particularly like
them; but I was glad they came,

because as I watched them the
quotation by Aldo Leopold came
to mind. I used to assign chapters
from his book for my ecology class
to read, and regularly read it myself
for pleasure; but since retiring, I
hadn't opened it. So now it rests on
the stand by my reading chair, and
I'm finding that the prose has not
suffered from my neglect. I wish I
could have met him; but he died
in 1948 while fighting a grass fire
near his farm on his beloved prai-
rie. T was in high school then, and
had not yet heard of him; but he
was to become a role model for
me. And the cowbirds brought him

back to me.

16 read past editions of The Retired
Ecologist, visit the Authors section of
Walkersville. net.
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IN THE COUNTRY

The Maple Maha

Tim Iverson, Naturalist

Maple syrup, as the name
implies, comes from the
Maple tree, usually the Sugar, Red,
or Black Maple. During the sum-
mer months the leaves of trees cre-
ate sugar, which is stored as starch
in the roots and trunks prior to
winter. With the onset of spring
trees will convert these starches back
into sugar. The sugar combines with
ground water to create sap, and the
sap rises in the tree with the advent
of warmer weather. In February
winter begins to wane, and sugar
makers venture out to tap Maples
in anticipation for the coming sea-
sonal changes.

To tap a tree a sugarmaker will
bore a hole into a tree and insert
a spile, or tap, to collect sap. The
warm days and cold nights, gener-
ally 40-45°F high and 30°F or below
low, build up pressure within the tree
and causes sap to flow out. This pro-
cess is entirely sustainable, and is a lot
like a person donating blood. Once
a Maple reaches 30 to 40 years old
it can be tapped. A tree can sup-
port between one and three taps at
a time, and will produce 9 — 13 gal-
lons of sap in a given season. At this
point the syrup making process is far
from over. The collected sap must be
boiled down to create the syrup.

It takes 40 gallons of sap to make
just one gallon of syrup. Sap col-
lected from trees is mostly water and
contains about 2% sugar. Maple
syrup typically contains 66% sugar,
so to achieve this syrup produc-
ers send the sap through a reverse
osmosis machine to extract most of
the water. The remaining sap is then
boiled down to evaporate the rest of
the water and thicken the sap. As
the water evaporates the sap thick-
ens and sugar crystallizes. A sugar-
maker continually tests the thickness
and viscosity during this process.
Once the pan reaches 219°F the
syrup is siphoned off and is filtered

to remove by-products like sugar

crystals that affect grittiness or flavor.
After filtering the syrup is adjusted
for density and graded on color and
flavor. The U.S. and Canada, even
some states (Vermont, New Hamp-
shire, and New York), have different
scales of classification. Grade A gen-
erally includes the light to medium
colored syrups with mild flavors —
these are table syrups used for pan-
cakes, French toast, and that that sort
of thing. Grade B is dark and has an
intense flavor and is primarily used
for cooking,

Syrup producers generally take
production, regulation, and grad-
ing pretty seriously. Vermont argu-
ably has the strictest standards in
the US. You cant label anything as
Maple Syrup if it isnt made with
100% pure maple syrup, and they
even got into a legal batde with
McDonalds over the issue. While
there are legal standards for syrup
its mostly industry regulated. The
real deal Maple syrup isn't cheap as a
result. If you found bargain syrup it
probably isn’t authentic. IHOP, most
breakfast establishments, and popu-
lar commercial breakfast syrups (Log
Cabin, Hungry Man, Mrs. Butter-
worth’s, and Aunt Jemima to name
a few) dont serve genuine Maple
syrup. What you're getting is actually
corn syrup that’s been dyed a caramel
color and artificially flavored.

Maple Syrup is taken so seriously
that there isan entire organization ded-
icated to its regulation, production,
and marketing. Allow me to intro-
duce you to the Federation of Que-
bec Maple Syrup Producers (FPAQ).
Canada produces 80% of the worlds
maple syrup, and 90% of that comes
from Quebec. With such a large stake
in syrup its only natural that they
should want to protect their market
share, product, and overall success
and well being. In 1958 a small group
of syrup producers banded together to
market their products and to protect
their rights. The idea caught on, and
in 1966 the collective agreement was
expanded to include nearly the entire
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“A sap run is the sweet goodbye on winter. It is the fruit of the equal marriage
of the sun and the frosts.” - John Burroughs, Signs and Seasons, 1886

Quebec province. Today members of
the FPAQ abide by a collective agree-
ment that serves to establish certain
quality criteria, a production quota,
establish industry policies, negotiate
selling agreements, and marketing
strategies. The FPAQ even maintains
warehouses full of barrels of syrup. It
is referred to as the Global Strategic
Maple Syrup Reserve, and operates
essendally to control supply, syrup
prices and to shield producers from a
poor harvest. This organization essen-
tially runs as a legal cartel, and are jeer-
ingly called the OPEC of Syrup.

This strategic reserve and the orga-
nization that runs it has helped to
steadily increase the profitability and
total returns that producers see every
year. In fact, a gallon of maple syrup
trades at $32 a gallon, and $1800 per
barrel. To put that into perspective a
barrel of oil trades at approximately
$30 at the time of this publication.
The FPAQ are clearly doing their
jobs well. However, there is a flipside
to this coin. The intense regulation of
the product and industry has created

a black market of sorts.

In the summer of 2012 during a
regularly scheduled audit of the stra-
tegic reserve stockpile a large quan-
tity of syrup had been discovered
missing. Some barrels had been
outright taken, while others were
drained and refilled with water to
conceal the heist. All in all, $18mil-
lion worth of syrup had been sto-
len. This is considered one of the
largest agricultural heists of all dme.
Over the years the FPAQ had cre-
ated a number of enemies, and has
long been involved in whats referred
to as the “Maple Wars” with produc-
ers, buyers, and suppliers both in and
out of the province and country. It
didn't take too long to trace the trail
back to a long time maple renegade
and illegal buyer of syrup, Richard
Valliéres. The accused is allegedly the
ring leader of the operation. Thieves
rented another portion of the ware-
house where a portion of the stra-
tegic reserve is held and overtime
smuggled out 6 million pounds of
syrup. The police followed the trail

further to an exporter in neighbor-
ing New Brunswick, and seized his
stockpile on the suspicion of pur-
chasing stolen goods. Authorities
have recovered most of the missing
amount, but much of it is feared to
have been sold to unsuspecting buy-
ers. 22 people have been charged in
relation to the theft, but most still
await an official disposition — includ-
ing Richard Valliéres.

If you're interest has been piqued
and youd like to learn more, or
even if youre now craving that
sweet sticky substance youre in
luck! Cunningham Falls State Park
will be hosting their 45th Annual
Maple Syrup Festival on March 14,
15, 21, and 22 from 9:30 — 2:30.
You can see the maple syrup mak-
ing process, enjoy authentic maple
syrup with freshly made pancakes,
see ranger led programs, live ani-
mals, and arts and crafts.

1o read other articles by Tim Iver-
son, visit the Authors section of

Walkersville. net.

VISIT

CITY & COUNTY

Maple Syrup
Festival

MARCHB-9&15-16+10 to 2
Cunningham Falls State Park—Houck Area

Welcome mring at {.unninghnrn Falls State
Park by baarning how maple syrup is made

from the sap of trees in the park. Enjoy a
traditional pancake and sawsage breakfast,
stock wp on maple syrup products, including
syrup, maple cream, and candy. Syrup making
dempnstrations every how. The event supgarts
the Friends of Eunningham Falls

For mare information, call Cuaningham Falls
State Park 201-271-7574.

visitfrederick.org
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SCIENCE MATTERS

Why “The Telepathy Tapes” are like Ur1 Geller

Boyce Rensberger

ur country may be experiencing
another Uri Geller moment.
Let me explain.

If you were following the news in
the 1970s, you may recall that name.
Geller was an Isracli performer who
claimed supernatural powers such as
the ability to bend spoons with his
mind and to recreate drawings made
by somebody in another room. He
could even read other people’s minds.

He gained such fame that he was
tested by the Stanford Research
Institute, undergoing eight days
of experiments in which, as the
SRI scientists wrote, Geller “has
demonstrated his paranormal per-
ceptual ability in a convincing and
unambiguous manner.” A report
of the SRI findings appeared in
Nature, one of the most prestigious
scientific journals.

Geller even appeared on Johnny
Carson, the long reigning king of late-
night television in those days. Car-
son had set up some materials and
asked Uri to demonstrate his powers
with them. Note that Geller usually
worked with objects that he himself
supplied. This time Geller appeared to
try hard but eventually failed, making
the excuse that his supernatural abil-
ides dont always come to him. Para-
doxically, that failure only boosted the
guy’s fame because it showed that he
wasnt simply a magician, doing tricks
by sleight-of-hand. A magjcian would
have succeeded.

In fact, professional magicians did
soon perform Geller’s tricks and could
attest that they were simply using
ordinary magic tricks to fool the eye.
Geller admitted that magicians could
duplicate his feats using sleight-of-
hand, but asserted that he himself
possessed supernatural powers to do
those things. Magicians also found
flaws in SRIs method that would
have allowed Geller to cheat.

That brings me to todays Uri
Geller moment.

This has not yet made it to the
couches of today’s late-night shows,
but in January it dominated our cur-
rently prominent medium of pod-

casting, In the first week of January

Grroll &
-l
I L 1'_!_[ L1500

We help clients with
Bankruptcy, Wills,
Powers of Afforney,
Estate Planning,
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and more.
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Walkeralle
Call for appointment
-5 T0
wowwcarmllandfenguson.com

“The Telepathy Tapes,” as the podcast
is known, knocked “The Joe Rogan
Experience” off its usual No. 1 place
on Spotify’s chart of the Top 100 pod-
casts. Then it held on to No. 2 and
as of this writing in mid-January; it is
the fifth most listened to podcast in
America.

The show claims that nonverbal
autistic children have supernatural
powers, especially to read the minds
of other people. The host visits sev-
eral autistic children and their parents
and records interactions that appear
to show that the abilities are real. For
example, a mother is shown a word
and thinks about it, and the child
then spells out the word by pointing
to letters of the alphabet printed on a
panel held by the mother.

But wait, there’s more. The podcast
runs for ten one-hour episodes. Some
of them claim that mother and child
communicate through something
called dream telepathy, which uses
no words at all. The show even claims
that the phenomena offer “a new sci-
entific paradigm where consciousness
is viewed as the most fundamental
building block of the universe.”

Tantalizingly, the show says that
nonspeakers may be tapping into a
“foundational consciousness ...
necting them to others thoughts,
glimpses of the future, and knowledge
beyond the physical world.” The text

introducing one episode says the phe-

con-

nomenon “opens the door to possibil-
ities that defy conventional science.”

So it would appear. But as this
column is named, science matters!
That's why I'm writing about this. I
was prompted to look into the cur-
rent controversy by a famous scientist
I know who heard about the telepa-
thy claims, searched online and hap-
pened on a story I wrote in The New
York Times in 1975 about magicians
debunking Uri Geller. She thought
this might be the same sort of phe-
nomenon. I think it could be.

At this point, though, I want to
tell you about a horse named Clever
Hans. I'm not changing the subject.

It might explain a key factor better
than anything else. Perhaps you have
heard of this.

In the early years of the 20th cen-
tury, a horse in Germany created a
sensation when it was claimed that
he could do arithmetic, tell time, read
and spell German, and more. For
example, how much is two plus two?
Hans would tap his hoof exactly four
times. How do you spell “Hans” The
trainer points to a series of letters on
a board and Hans taps his foot when
the trainer reaches the correct letter.

So real did the phenomenon seem
that the German government cre-
ated a commission to examine Hans.
Eventually a skeptical psychologist
carried out various tests and realized
that the only thing Hans was doing
was watching his trainer for subtle
movements that the trainer inadver-
tently made when Hans tapped the
correct number of times or he pointed
to the correct letter. Horses are good
at sensing subtle movements of peo-
ple. Its important to state that Hans’s
trainer was honestly unaware that he
was giving signals to his horse. The
phenomenon is known as the Clever
Hans effect.

Now back to the telepathy claims.
They almost always involve the par-
ent holding a letter board, or alphabet
board, in front of the autistic person
and having that person touch letters
to spell out the word that the parent
has in mind. Is a technique called
facilitated communication that was
developed decades ago in the belief
that it could help nonspeaking per-
sons to communicate. A more recent
version uses a computer keyboard,
either holding it in front of the subject
or, in what’s called facilitated typing,
having the parent steady the persor's
hand over the keyboard.

Rigorous studies of such activi-
ties have concluded that the facil-
itator is causing the nonspeaker’s
finger to touch the letters that spell the
expected word. To be sure, the facil-
itators may honestly deny that they
are guiding the other person’s hand
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Trainer Wilhelm von Osten with Clever Hans

or moving the letter board to the cor-
rect position. But—and this is key—
when the facilitator is someone who
does not know the expected word or
number, the process fails.

Today facilitated communication is
considered  pseudoscience and major
professional organizations such as the
American  Psychological = Association
and the American Academy of Pediat-
rics have condemned its usage. Yetadvo-
cates continue to promote it in what
scientific societies term as part of a cult.

The Telepathy Tapes are the newest
outbreak of this unfortunate practice,

regardless of whether the advocates are
charlatans or are merely self-deluded
by the Clever Hans effect. Today,
more than ever, we should know that
the world is full of con artists.

Boyce Rensberger retired 1o Frederick County
after some 40 years as a science writer and
editor; primarily at The Washington. Post
and The New York Times. He welcomes
Jeedback at boycerensberger@gmail.com.

10 read other articles by Boyce Rens-
berger, visit the Authors section of
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Attracting early pollinators to the garden

C.T.Ward
Frederick County Master Gardener

inter is traditionally seen as the

season of hibernation, where
humans, some animals, and many
plants take a much needed rest. But
for the avid gardener, it is also the time
for strategic planning of the upcoming
year's garden.

With neary all your long-term
goals, it’s best to get a head start on the
process, and gardening is no exception.
"To maintain a healthy garden, whether
veggies or flowers (or a good mix of
both), your growing space needs to
earn the reputation of a safe food and
shelter area, all year-round if possible.
This task may seem impossible in this
bleak season of winter, compared to
the lush green and colors of summer
months, but it can be done.

With some strategy and mind-
ful planning, inviting pollinators into
your garden early is easy and fun to do.
Just like your plants, take some time to
think about what critters youd like to
attract and what you have to do to cre-
ate a space for them.

The Guests

Remember that pollinators arent just
bees! Most native insects, birds, and
mammals are just as important to the
garden as bees are. So you want to
attract as many different species as pos-
sible, spring through fall, by discover-
ing their favorite foods and plants. In
the winter months, supplying food
isnt always recommended because
older generations of many species are at
or near the end of their lives, and the
new and continuing generations are

hibernating or still in a stage of growth
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under protecting foliage or under-
ground. Like plants, its best to let them
sleep for a healthy growing cycle—this
will be important in the spring,

In the winter, the focus is on birds
and mammals; with birds in particular,
rather than on insects. Mammals such
as squirrels, rabbits, possums, raccoons,
skunks, and fox and a large variety of
bird species will visit your yard and gar-
den space throughout the year. Mam-
mals will help dean up at night what
the birds wont eat in the day. Noted
by Rebecca Self on the “Natural Habi-
tat Adventures Blog;,” 90 percent of wild
plants, 75 percent of all global crops,
and over half of our raw materials, oils,
fibers, and mouthfuls of food are depen-
dent on diverse animal pollination. So
garden diners of all species will search
your garden for their favorite tidbits.

Like mammals, different species of
birds eat different things because they
all need different nutrients in their diet.
Thus, to attract crows, doves, robins,
finches, jays, and such, you need to
offer a variety of food in different places
and spaces. Birds and nocturnal mam-
mals will help lessen insect damage as
well as carry pollen to different plants
when they land among your plants.
This assists in pollinating your plants
naturally. So reminding these critters
that your yard offers food in the lean
months is a great tactic to start prep-
ping your garden early.

Plus, bird-watching through win-
dows and trail cameras will enhance

your viewing pleasure!

The Menu

Like humans, our pollinator friends
enjoy a wide variety of food. But also
like humans, it is best to eat seasonally
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appropriate foods to gain the optimal
nutrition needed to survive in the bit-
ter cold months of the year.

Protein is always the optimal choice.
With nuts, mealworms, suet, and
seeds, birds and mammals stay full lon-
ger, and a protein diet also helps keep
them warm.

Keep in mind that mammals have
taste buds and birds do not. Thus, if
you notice a squirrel or a brave deer raid-
ing the seed, a good dose of hot pep-
per flakes or cayenne mixed in with the
sced will help deter mammals with large
appetites, but the birds will never notice!

Take a look in your kitchen and pan-
try; take home leftovers from meetings.
Fruit, nuts, and seeds can be found in
everyday spaces. Frozen food like peas
and unflavored popcorn kernels slighdy
cracked are great, cheap ways to pro-
vide a nutitious option for pollinators
to enjoy. If croutons or nuts, oats, or
seed become stale, the birds won't mind!
Although dry and flavorless food wont
hurt them, never feed any creature food
that is rancid or moldy. This guideline
also applies to fruit. Raisins or bruised
fruit that isnt moldy is a great treat and
will attract early migrants like robins to
feast even when the ground is too firm
to find worms.

Although protein is needed, please
keep carbohydrates to a minimum.
Too much simple sugar from grains
and processed food can seriously
hurt their health. So, although giv-
ing them potato chips and stale bagel
bits once in a while, like humans, is
okay and they will eat it, foods high
in carbohydrates are incredibly low
in nutrients for birds and mammals
and affect their weight and blood
sugar, cutting their lifespan short.
Their main diet and offering of food
should not habitually contain those
foods.

Ambiance

As best stated in the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Services website, “let logs be
and save the snags” In other words,
the more variety of spaces you have in
your yard and garden for feasting, the
better. Logs and snags, stems of native
plants, and light leaf litter are perfect
places for caterpillars, bees, larvae, and
birds to feast and take shelter in during
the winter.

Feeders, both open and slightly shel-
tered spots via trees, help attract the
weary winged to a restful spot. Incor-
porate hanging feeders, as well as food
on the ground. For example, if pro-
viding nuts, fruit, and minimally stale
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Slate Juncos are sometimes confused with Tufted Titmice as both are dark
colored with a white underbelly. The Junco, however, is a very dark gray,
with a yellow beak and it does not have a feathery tuft on its head.

bread, keep those in small mounded
piles in the ground. Remember that
if a critter has to work for the food, it
will most likely pass it up, since search-
ing and fighting for food takes precious
energy away that may be needed for
warmth and overall survival. Animals
of all kinds will pass up an opportunity
for food if they sense the energy to get
it will be more than the intake.

Also make sure that feeders, water-
ing spots, and suet and mealworm
cages are clean. Even in the winter, dis-
ease can spread. When refilling feeders,
inspect the feeders to make sure noth-
ing is damaged and that everything is
relatively clean.

Most importantly, place your food
offerings in a place that s low-trafficked
by humans and is relatively quiet. Ani-
mals like to eat in peace, too. Feed your
pollinators once a day; preferably early
in the morning, and leave the area
alone as much as possible. This shows
the birds and mammals that your yard
is safe, and they will visit more often
and for longer spans of time.

The Bill

It cannot be stressed enough: please do
not overspend past your means. Wild
animals are acclimated to these lean
feeding times during the winter and
will not starve to death if extra options
aren't provided. Your goal in setting out
food is to help attract a diverse variety
of pollinators to your growing areas by
regularly supplying food to those areas.
They will quickly establish a habit of
stopping by to check for food. When
spring comes around, they will stay

and feast from the hidden bounties in
your garden. Having good quality food
to offer is important, but it should be a
focus of quality over quantity.

A great way to help the financial
burden is to plant natives and winterize
them properly by leaving stems, seed
pods, and leaves alone. Having a vari-
ety of early- and late-blooming natives
helps support pollinators naturally and
efficiendy. Plus, it gives your garden
some activity when most plants arent
ready to face the outdoors just yet.

Get creative, but never overdo it. If
its not sustainable, do what you can
with what you have.

Just like gardening, feeding polli-
nators a variety of offerings is key to
mainining a balanced ecosystem.
And it equally produces an enjoyable
outcome. A favorite routine that my
household has established is refresh-
ing the feeders, sprinkling some pea-
nuts in piles, and warming up the bird
bath, thensitting with my indoor cat
and a good cup of coffee or tea while
we watch the birds and squirrels from
our cozy chair through a large window.

The effort placed into caring for
our local flora and fauna is equitably
enjoyable and rewarding all year when
planned out. And just as plants pro-
duce the brightest blooms when given
proper nutrients and care, our pollina-
tors, whether with feathers or fur, will
be thankful for your generosity and
care. And in turn, theyll help out in
the garden, too!

10 read other Gardening articles, visit the
Gardening section of Walkersville.net.

Bird Feeding basics

Russell Ryan
South Mountain Chapter of National
Audubon Society

Isbuppose those who regularly feed
irds have noticed that the prices of
bird feed have increased since this time
last year. Throw in the economic issues
of the day and many folks may decide to
spend less on non-essentials such as bird
food. But there are options.

Birds as with all wildlife require the 4
basics: food, water, shelterand a place to raise
their young, When all of these items are
provided, we refer to that as habitat. When

humans feed birds, they are essentially sup-
plementing the food component of their
habitar. Feeding birds can be done year
round but feeding is espedially important
when food supplies are sparse and during
harsh weather conditions such as very cold
and windy conditions and/or weather con-
ditions like ice and snow accumulations.
"These conditions can make finding natural
food sources much more difficult.

Types of Food:

Sunflower - Black-oil sunflower seeds
rank as the single best wild bird food.
These small, thin-shelled seeds are easy

to open and are rich in fat and protein.
Virtually every bird that visits backyard
bird feeders eats black-oil seeds. They
work well by themselves or as the pri-
mary ingredient in quality mixes.

Cracked corn — Cracked corn is inex-
pensive and high in carbohydrates and
fat but low in protein.

Thistle — This specialty seed type is
preferred by a few species such as the
finches. At a cost of $1 per pound, you
best assure that the seed is provided in a
specialty feeder.

Suet /peanut butter— Suet can be
offered easily by purchasing the square
blocks at most retail stores for about $1
each. One can also purchase suet from
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the butcher. Peanut butter is another
fat/protein substitute but I've heard that
peanut butter prices are expected to
increase as well.

White proso millet- Millet is attrac-
tive and udlized by ground- feeding birds
such as doves, sparrows and juncos.

Mixed Bird Feed - If buying a mix,
look carefully at the contents of the mix
and the percentage of each type of seed.
A mix with mostly sunflower and white
proso millet is best. Many of the other
seed types are generally not eaten which
results in waste and more spoilage and
dleaning of feeders.

Calcium and grit — These overlooked
supplements are essential to a bird’s health
and survival. Try providing crushed oys-
ter shells, play sand and egg shells (disin-
fected). This is simple and inexpensive.

When wuying to keep feed costs
down, offer suet and a cracked corn/
black oil sunflower mix. These three
foods will not be wasted and will pro-
vide for a diversity of species.

Suet is cheap and once it is rendered
(melted) it can be formed into molds
and you can add other feed types such
as sunflower.

When feeding birds, one must
understand how certain birds feed. For
instance, sparrows and doves are ground
or platform feeders. They are not
equipped to feed from a suet feeder or a
nyjer feeder. Another example would be
a cardinal or grosbeak cannot feed from
a suet feeder or a nyjer feeder. All birds
have preferences for the type of food
and how that food is presented. Keep
in mind that a birds bill and feet type
dictates what type of food and or feeder
type it can feed from.

Common feeders available are tube

feeders, hopper feeders and platform
feeders. Using these types will provide
a diverse presentation of food for a
variety of species.

Peanut butter — I like to spread
my peanut butter and sunflower mix
on pine cones or other rough surface
or use a spoon and stuff into a pre-
drilled hole in wooden log/branch.

Hopper feeders — These common
feeder types can be easily made from
recycled products. Assure that drain-
age is provided and a means of dlean-
ing these and all feeders.

Shelter/Cover — One of the com-
mon mistakes made with bird feed-
ing is the failure to provide adequate
shelter not only from the weather but
from lurking predators, such as the
cat and the Sharp-shinned Hawk
or Coopers Hawk. To deal with
weather, try to protect your feeders
from the wind. As for predators, keep
the feeders in an open area but assure
that cover is nearby. Evergreen trees
are great for protecting the feeders
from both wind and predarors.

Birds which are likely tw be
encountered at local feeders include:
Mourning Dove, White-throated
Sparrow; Bluejay, Chickadee, White-
breasted Nuthatch, Cardinal, Tufted
Titmouse, Downy Woodpecker,
House Finch, Gold Finch and Junco.

The average property owner can
indeed enjoy bird feeding by sim-
ply following the information above.
When people understand the bird’s
requitements and then offer those
requirements you will enjoy feeding
our feathered friends. Remember: if
you provide it they will find it and
they will thank you!

February 1 “Vermiculture”
From vermiculture to compost-
ing, learn ways to benefit the envi-
ronment and your garden. We will
offer tips and techniques for using
worms to transform kitchen scraps
into nutrition-rich plant fertilizer

in a small space inside your home.

February 8 - “Bay-Wise Princi-
ples” Encourage wildlife; control
stormwater runofl; mow & water
efficienty; mulch appropriately &
recycle yard waste; fertilize, plant
& manage yard pests wisely; and
protect the waterfront. These ‘best
practices can earn you Bay-Wise
certification—and a distinctive
yard sign.

February 22 - “Planning Your
Veggie Garden (online only)”

Frederick County Master Gardeners February Seminars

Think You Want a Vegetable
Garden? Wondering how to plan
a home vegetable garden? Learn
what kind of garden will fit
your needs, when to start, what
to plant, how much is enough,
and tips on finding resources for
planning, garden supplies, and
seeds.

All seminars take place 10 to
noon and are free unless other-
wise stated. Seminars are held
at the University of Maryland
Extension office at 330 Mon-
tevue Lane, (off Rosemont Ave-
nue) in Frederick.

For more information and sign-up
links, visit the Events section of the
Master Gardeners Frederick County
Maryland Facebook page, or call the
extension office at 301-600-1595.

ABLOOI Mo

FLOWERS & EVENTS “ Sam - 6 p.m.

Small Town Gardener

Making the most of winter

Marianne Willburn

d have a difficult time taking

care of my garden if I didnt
get out there during the winter
months. For the most part, the
garden is in a state of suspended
animation. There are exceptions
of course, but whether theyre
growing, blooming or trying
to set up new headquarters for
neighborhood dominaton, they
move slowly — much slower than
I do when I'm trying to maintain
a decent body temperature. I've
got the advantage.

Everything appears so much
clearer in the winter; particularly
the bones of the garden — the
things we can't see when summer
is raging and all around is growth
and green. We need the winter
to help us make careful decisions
about pruning and relocaton.
We need the winter to open our
eyes to invasive perennial weeds
and micro-climates. We need the
winter. Period.

For instance, stripped of
leaves, flowers and all dignity,
the forsythia hedge gives up her
secrets on a frosty morning, I can
see which stems are old and need
removing. I can see the clever,
wiry tendrils of honeysuckle suf-
focating branches, and exactly
where I need to dig to rid them
of it. If I cannot do it this morn-
ing, I will tie plant ribbon to the
branches for later removal.

The vase-like shape of the
Stanley plum is easily seen
and kept tidy. It is the work of
a moment to take off errant
branches and pull back stems
reaching ever-higher. During the
summet, it just looked like a fruit
tree with attitude.

Black raspberry and red rasp-

berry canes are more easily

To many, this may look like a desolate winter garden,
but for the birds, it’s a paradise, providing them food, water,
and much-needed shelter. This garden is a “must-stop” for
the Catoctin Winter Bird Count members.

worked when they are naked, as are
grape vines, wisteria, trumpet vine
and anything else that grows at a rate
of sixty miles per hour in the summer
months. I now wait for the winter
to tidy these plants for that very rea-
son — more time and more visibility.
A messy autumn garden is a decent
trade off in my mind.

When it snows, my sight is fur-
ther magnified. I can observe the
areas that retain their white blanket,
and for how long — alerting me to the
many microclimates that exist in my
stream valley. If it snowed two weeks
ago and most of the snow is gone, all
except that one little spot that coinci-
dentally has not managed to overwin-
ter a single zone 7 plant in ten years
— I may have finally figured out why.

The early spring weeds are getting a

- LANDSCAPING [

» Patios/Walks » Firepits
« Retaining Walls  « Outdoor Landscape Lighting
o Paver Driveways « Planting

301-898-3615
Fax: 301-898-1150

Email; Daviddra awkinsdandscapingscom

+ Outdoor Kitchens « Seeding/Sodding

B40H Links Bridge Hd.
I hurmont
HawkinslLandscaping.com

Extended [ |
ﬂll-Iums
bruary 12 - 14 |

foothold right now. Bitter cress,
dead nettle and chickweed pep-
per the beds and the pathways.
Sadly for them, very little else is
green. They are easily singled out
and eliminated with a vicious
scrape of my hoe. For every weed
I destroy, I feel the joy of having
destroyed the potential for hun-
dreds more — particularly the
bitter cress, whose seeds are vio-
lently catapulted in every direc-
tion when the gardener pulls it
in May. Those weeds go straight
to the chickens, who appreci-
ate their greens more than most
humans.

The winter landscape also
affords us the luxury of time.
There is no grass to mow, no
vines to battle, no seedlings to
transplant into endless paper
pots. The landfill is not team-
ing with weekend warriors pick-
ing up mulch and compost, and
lines are non-existent. There is
no urgency to this season. We
can work for an hour and feel
quite proud of ourselves — work
for several more and feel as if we
have conquered the world. And
when one pairs that work ethic
with the sweet gift of an occa-
sional warm front — winter loses
its sting somehow.

You may be waiting for higher
temperatures or the sound of
glasses clinking on neighbor-
ing decks, but you may also be

Have a romantic Valentines Weekend!
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missing out. I couldnt take care
of my garden without winter —
and I couldn’t face winter with-
out taking care of my garden.
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Marianne is a columnist for The
American Gardener and Gard-
enRant, and the author of Tropi-
cal Plants and How 1o Love Them
and Big Dreams Small Gar-
den. She writes from her home in
Lovettsville, VA.
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Animals can show emotions and thoughts

Jennifer Vanderau

ell, my mother is starting to really
figure out this technology stuff.

Its taken her a while, but its kind of
understandable. She was a country girl
growing up. In fact, the road in front
of our house used to be dirt with grass
down the center and thats how vehicles
got around when she was a child.

Can you imagine this?

Its always amazing to me how we
really arent that far away from historically
significant aspects of life and times when
things were a whole lot simpler.

Mom would actually walk that dirt
road to visit her grandmother, where she
helped on the farm and enjoyed real lem-
onade. I'm talking just sugar and juice
squeezed from actual lemons. Mom says
weTe going to make some at some point
and I cant wait.

Needless to say; teaching her about
text messages and the internet was quite
a learning curve, but shé’s getting the
hang of it. She recently discovered emojis
for texts messages. So that’s fun.

She also figured out how to text me
any kind of news articles she thinks
would interest me and the one she found
today, I knew I had to write about.

Its a story from Istanbul and its secu-
ity footage of a dog actually dropping
off her sick puppy on the doorstep of a
veterinary clinic.

You guys, Im telling you. This one
got me.

W see the pup carry her baby to the
front door and place the litde one on the
porch. We then see the techs come out
and bring both the puppy and the mom
into the clinic.

Then the camera switches to the inte-
tior of the surgery room, where the techs
work to revive the puppy. The mom

inside the building would help her.

Its so amazing how animals can show
instincts that almost seem beyond them.

I recendy listened to a podcast where
a woman talked about the concept of
telepathy; but its not like psychics or
spoon benders.

She said there is a form of commu-
nication that is virtually telepathic. Birds
flying in formation will do this. One bird
will be out in front and when he falls
back in the line, another bird will fly up
to take his place.

To us, this looks as though it totally
random, but the birds are doing this one
hundred percent on purpose and they
communicate the intent telepathically:

I think the mama dog had the same
kind of sense when she brought her pup
to the vets.

There’s a concept in Eastern Philoso-
phy of energetic vibrational frequency.
Heck, it scientific, too. Everything on
the planet has a vibrational frequency.
Even the paper youre holding right
now is vibrating at a certain level. Nat-
urally, its not enough for us to be able
to sense, but its there.

Emotions and thoughts also have
vibrational frequencies.

I 'wonder if the mama dog sensed the
helpful vibrations that were emanating
from that vet’s office and knew her baby
would be safe there. Its really an incredi-
ble video to watch.

It was also heartwarming to see
humans help animals like that like that.

Sometimes as we go through life,
especially in today’s world, it can feel
like all that surrounds us is gloom and

doom. This winter for some reason,
I've been out of it more than usual.
It might be the insane cold and frigid
temperatures, but for whatever rea-
son I've been struggling with feelings
of sadness more than usual. I know I
get seasonal depression, but I can usu-
ally work my way through it.

This video gave me that good feeling
I've been looking for. It kind of makes
me wonder if | was picking up on the
vibrational frequency of the people and
animals on my phone.

You can find it on NBC News if you
google “mother dog carries her barely
alive puppy to a veterinary surgery.”

If you, like me, are feeling a litde
blah this winter, do yourself a favor
and check it out and see if you can
pick up on the telepathy I saw. It just
might be that jolt of serotonin you
need to get through the cold nights
we've been experiencing recently.

If it works for you, you can thank
my technologically gifted “county girl”
mom for sharing the artidle. I know giv-
ing other people that kind of joy would
make her feel good, too!

Jennifer Vanderan is the Public Relations
Coordinator for the Cumberland Villey
Animal Shelter in Chambersburg, PA, and
can be reached ar coascomm@cuas-pets.org.
The shelser accepts both monetary and pet
supply donations. For more information,
call the shelter at 717-263-5791 or visit
the website www.cvas-pess.org. CVAS also
operates a thrift store in Chambersbury.
Help support the animals at the shelter by
donating to or shopping at the store.

Magic came into the shelter as a stray,
so we don't know a lot about him, other
than he is one sweet boy! He's about a
year old and pretty much all black with
just a few white hairs here and there. He
loves to play and get wet food as a treat.

L™

Auto is a 3-year-old brown tabby boy
who came into the shelter as a stray.
He is one happy fellow who just
loves getting his ears rubbed. Could
you show him what a loving, forever
home is all about?

is still in the room and every once in a

while will poke her head up onto the sur-

Stacey was used for breeding and was surrendered to the shelter when she was no
longer useful to her breeder. She is around 9 years old. When she arrived at the shel-

gery table to check on her litde one. ter, Stacey had a very large mass in her inguinal area that was affecting her walking.
Its really one of the sweetest things I've The mass was removed and found to be a very large lipoma (fatty tumor). After the
. . mass was removed, Stacey was an all-new pup! She can walk without maneuvering
seen in a long time. around the mass and can now enjoy playtime in the yard. Stacey can be quite excit-
It turns out the puppy had only a faint able at times but does eventually calm down. She has been around children but may
heartbeat and techs worked to bring the be too much for children not used to large, boisterous dogs. Stacey would love to find

pup aroun d. Thankf Iy the got her loving forever home where she can be the spoiled girl she deserves!

her baby there in time and the litde one
was up and around eventually.
The final photo is a picture of the

mama in a box nursing her baby, who

looks ch better.

OO, 50 n.lu ;; doe hasa look Duke arrived at the shelter as a stray, and we think he's a lab mix who is
I'm telling you, thatdog hasalookon  zpgut 4 years old. He is one loveable guy who would prefer a home without

her face that says she knew exactly what  cats. He would also do best in a home with older kids due to his energy level

she was doing and realized the people and jumping up. Do you have the right place for this sweet fellow?

To a poor and lonehy stray I'd give:

= b ' I"-.'":-|_'|':,l harrye,
- My bo :
- The

I'd Wil to the sad, scared shelter dog, the place | had in my
human's loving heart, of which there seemed no bounds.

| die, please do not say, " will never have a

o055 and pain is more than | can stand.”

Mocha was surrendered to the shelter along with her daughter when their
owners could no longer care for them. Mocha has made great strides in her
recovery and is now ready to find her loving forever home! Mocha is around

7 years old and can be shy at first with new people but, with some treats,
she will be your best friend! Mocha did live with other dogs and did well with
them. She does show interest in cats but can be distracted. Mocha will need

someone with beagle experience and who knows she will follow her nose!

e il has

This is the only thing e
The love | lali

== Author Un h_nc.l;{gfﬂ’_'
=

For more information about Magic, Auto, Stacey, Mocha, or Duke, call the
Cumberland Valley Animal shelter at 717-263-5791, or visit them online at

foundation o )
www.cvaspets.org or better yet, visit them in person at the shelter!
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Bethany Davidson
FCAC Humane Educator

n January 16th we cele-
brated a special milestone at
Frederick County Animal Con-
trol, Harley’s 365 Day.

don’t follow us on social media,

If you

you might not be aware of who
Harley is. Well, she’s our sweet,
spunky and oh so playful three-
year-old terrier mix and she is
one of FCAC’s longest residents.
While some may view this as a sad
occasion, we choose to be grate-
ful that for the last year, Harley
has been safe, healthy, happy, and

BECON

most importantly, loved as part of
the FCAC family.

Looking adorable in her brand-
new dress Harley strutted around
her party with a happy grin greet-
ing everyone as they arrived.
Since no one could resist her cute
little face she not only received
cake and presents but enjoyed
tons of extra snacks and endless
We hope these
simple gestures serve to make
Harley feel as special as she is
and remind the community that
she’s still looking for her forever
family. And because we have
spent the last 365 days getting to

butt scratches.

know Harley we are now better
equipped to help her find just the
right family.

Harley is a confident and
friendly dog who enjoys the com-
pany of her human compan-
ions. How does she feel about
other animals? Well, lets just say
she prefers to be the only four-
legged family member in your
home and heart. She’s a high
energy gitl who needs time each
day for exercise and zoomies, but
she also knows how to relax. In
fact, sometimes she likes to relax
all 60 pounds of her on your lap.
She’s whip smart and not only
enjoys training but catches on
very quickly. We think she'd be a
great candidate for a canine sport
like agility.

Then there’s all the little things.
Things like how she goes cross-
eyed when she sees an especially
delicious treat coming her way.
Or how she does a litde dance
when she’s happy about receiving
butt scratches. She prefers to ride
in the front seat on her car rides
and loves to show you her favor-
ite toys.

Sometimes it takes a while to
find just the right forever home
and that’s okay. We'll continue to
love and care for Harley until her
special adoption day arrives. If
you think that you might just be
that family for Harley, go to visit
FCAC.as.me to book an appoint-
ment to meet her.
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Harper is a petite, one-year-old cat with a beautiful tuxedo coat. She is friendly but,
like a lot of cats, she has her limits. She prefers to keep her paws on the ground and
during her exam she didn't enjoy being restrained...but who can blame her? Harper
does enjoy being pet and a good ear or chin scratching! This beauty adjusted quickly

to living at the shelter and will likely transition to her new home with ease.

Martha is a beautiful, four-year-old orange tabby. Originally adopted as a kitten, her
owners returned her due to a family member developing allergies to cats. Martha
displays average cat behavior. What does that mean? Well, she is shy around new
people and in foreign environments, but she is affectionate with people she trusts

and is comfortable in a home once she settles in!

el e oy - A T e

Bean is a three-year-old Terrier mix
who loves to be active! She has a re-
lationship with the shelter dating
back to July of 2023. Her previous
family allowed her to run loose, and
she was picked up no less than five
times by Animal Control Officers or
Good Samaritans. Bean's family de-
clined to pick her up the last time and
now she hopes to find a new home
and family that can keep her home.
Her ideal family will give her plenty
of love and exercise.

Lightning is a handsome, two-
year-old, American Bulldog mix
who is up for anything. He likes

to play and go for walks but is
also happy to sit beside you and

soak up any pets and cuddles you
are willing to give him. As a bo-
nus, he already knows a few com-
mands and walks somewhat nice-
ly on a leash! Of course, these
manners will need to be rein-
forced to ensure Lightning can be
the best version of himself.

For more information about Harper, Martha, Bean, or Lightning call the Frederick
County Animal Shelter at 301-600-1319 or visit them online at www. frederick-
countymd.gov/fcac or better yet, visit them in person at the shelter!
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Joe Lenhart recognized for 50 years of service

continued from page 1

neighbor’s fire. Other companies can
come to help, but i¢s our responsibil-
ity and goal to be there first to help
those who help us. But given how few
fires we have, we spend most of our
time helping them put out their fires.”

Like many small communities
with out a local government, the New
Midway VFC serves as the heart and
soul of the New Midway commu-
nity. Want to know what is going on
in the community? Drop by the fire
hall. Looking for fellowship? Drop by
the fire hall.

Chris  Gladhill, Joes Daugh-

ter, beamed brightly as she watched
her father being interviewed for this
story. Chris, who is now the Compa-
ny’s President, said she grew up in the
fire company. Chris’s eyes shinned as
she recounted her early years as her
father ran calls, “Oh I loved it! I loved
that I knew that he was going out to
help people.”

“He never came home and told
us about the fires as he didn’t want
to upset us, but when they had
good outcomes, he always told us.
It was because of him that I grew
up not being afraid of fire, and I
made sure I passed that philosophy

onto my two sons.”
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In recounting her memories, Terry
Foggle, Joes youngest daughter, said
“You often hear the term ‘military
brat’ applied to people who grew up
with a parent in the military. My sis-
ter and I describe ourselves as ‘fire hall
brats' as we were always in and around
the fire hall all our lives. While my
father was busy cooking for the ban-
quets, my sister and I waited on all
the tables. We were only ten when we
started, but it was a lot of fun.”

Terry recounted that many times
her father, who was a brick mason,
would have to leave his job to answer
a call, and when done, return to
work, resulting in him coming home
late at night.

“Being part of the fire community
has been a huge positive for me,” said
Terry. Terry recounted how, in the
early days, she would join her father
in the Company’s tanker truck and
go down to local ponds and fill the
tanker up and then drive around and
fill up local swimming pools. Both
my sister and I got to ride in the fire
trucks with him during parades,”
said Terry.

Both daughters echoed their father’s
words on the importance of the New

7/

Midway VFC for the community.
“We can always use volunteers, be it
on the administrative side or the oper-
ational side,” said Terry. “If you're not
sure what you can do, or want to do,
just stop by and talk to us!”

“If you want to become a fire
fighter,” Terry said, ‘the County
offers all the classes you need, and
they are all free. All you have to do is
put in the time to attend the classes.
Once you graduate, we will work
with you to get you all the pract-
cal experience you need. You will be
mentored and trained every step of
the way, and along the way, discover
just how rewarding being a volunteer
fireman can be.”

“For those who don't want to be
an actual fire fighter, or cant due to
age, we have lots and lots of admin-
istrative type tasks that need to be
carried out, and positions that need
to be fulfilled. Those jobs are just as
rewarding, and as important as driv-
ing a fire truck, for without people
in those roles, the fire trucks would
never leave the building.”

In reflecting upon his role as Chief
of the Fire Company, Brian Pescatore
said he and everyone in the Company
does it because they, “want to take
care of the people they live with and
the people they live around then. We
want to provide a service that helps
everyone be safe.”

Pescatore smiled when asked what
it meant to be called Chief, “to be
honest, it doesnt mean anything
to me because I never wanted to be
Chief. All T ever wanted to do was to
help people. I never tell people I'm the
Chief of the Company. It doesn't mat-
ter to me. This department has been
here for me when I needed it the most,
so this is my way of returning some-
thing back to the community. I want
to see this company succeed, and I
will do everything I can to accom-
plish that, to see it grow. I look for-
ward to seeing my son, who has been
around fire trucks since he was 4 years
old, replace me, and his son or daugh-
ter someday replace him. Seeing kids
out there protecting lives and property
is a great feeling, it really is.”

Echoing Lenhart, Pescatore said its
notabout the pat on the back, but “for
me, its the feeling I did something
good. Where one realizes it or not,
we are always here for the commu-
nity, and God willing, we will always
be here. We're all one big happy fam-
ily and we have a lot of fun.”

Pescatore said the one message he
would like to get out to the commu-
nity is “whether you think you have
the time or not, we can always use
help. No matter hold your or old you
are, or your skill set, there is always a
job for you here. Come join our fam-
ily; you'll never regret it.”

TANEYTOWN
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Catoctin Christmas bird count

Kathy Brown
Frederick Bird Club

ecember 14, 2024, was the

date for the 76th Catoctin
Bird Count and we were ready!
Our teams were experienced and
enthusiastic, and the weather even
cooperated.

The day was unexpectedly beau-
tiful: a clear blue sky, no wind,
chilly but not too cold. The 15-mile
diameter count circle in northern
Frederick County covers a lot of
open country and back roads for
walking, slow driving and, in one
case, bicycling. It is a very special
part of our state, still rural with
a few smaller towns and excel-
lent birding habitat. The territory
includes national, state, and local
parks, forests, numerous waterways
[including miles of the Monocacy
River], fisheries and endless farms
and open fields.

The Christmas Bird Count was
created 125 years ago in response
to unregulated hunting and clear
declines in many bird populations.
The Passenger Pigeon, estimated to
once number as high as three bil-
lion birds — yes, billion — was now
extinct in the wild. Both scientists
and sportsmen feared more species
would be at risk without immedi-
ate intervention.

Today we face similar risks due
to human action, specifically, the
climate crisis. One in four birds has
disappeared across North Amer-
ica in the last 50 years. Increased
coastal flooding destroys nests,
wildfire destroys habitat, higher
temperatures drive birds to new
and less desirable territories, and
many migrating birds are no longer
in-sync with spring leaf and insect
emergence resulting in inadequate
food for their chicks.

The Christmas Bird Count pro-
vides hard evidence of population
trends throughout the world. It is
an excellent example of the value of
citizen science and a great way to
enjoy beautiful northern Maryland
in the winter.

Results this year were compara-
ble to last year for many species.
Eastern Bluebirds and Bald Eagles
continue to show healthy gains,
but Common Ravens were slightly
below recent year numbers. Most
forest songbirds, such as Carolina
Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse and
White-breasted Nuthatch, were
stable as were our many wood-
pecker species. The numbers for
Red-tailed and Red-shouldered
Hawks were strong and two Mer-
lins made for exciting sightings.

It was the best owl count in
many years, but I suspect the suc-
cess was not due to a true popula-
tion increase, but to the dedication
of a few talented birders who began
the day well before dawn.

Maryland is home to two com-
mon alien, invasive species: the
European Starling and House
Sparrow. Both species continue to
show slow, steady declines, which
is good news for our native bird
populations.

A total of 70 species were found;
the same as last year. But the actual
number of birds was well below last
year and the ten-year average. Only
7,863 birds were counted; last year
the number was 9,488. Part of the
decline is the decrease in invasive
species and much of the remaining
deficit is due to low numbers for
highly variable species like Amer-
ican Robin and American Pipit.
Both Blue Jays and Carolina Wrens
also showed large decreases in
numbers. Being two of our noisiest
bird species, they are easy to find
and the drop is surprising.

Birds found included: 6 Red-
Headed Woodpeckers and 122
Red-bellied Woodpeckers, 125
Blue Jays, 175 Crows, 1 Horned
Larks, 126 Carolina Chickadees,
126 Tufted Titmouses, 95 Nut-
hatches, 126 Caroline Wrens, 228
Eastern Bluebirds, 29 American
Robins, 126 Mockingbirds, 2,563
Starlings, 44 Cedar Waxwings,
436 Canada Geese, 19 Mallards,
12 Wild Turkeys, 185 Vultures,
16 Bald Eagles, 35 Red-shoul-
der Hawks & 46 Red-tail Hawks,
154 Morning Doves, 842 Jun-
cos, 25 White-crowned Sparrows
and 455 White-throated Sparrows,
156 Song Sparrows, 7 Red-winged
Blackbirds, 52 Cowbirds, 158
House Finches, 4 Purple Finches,
136 Goldfinches and 174 House
Sparrows.

Bird populations with the larg-
est decline in numbers from last
year included Blue Jays (125 vs.
339 in 2023), Horned Lark (1
vs. 204), Carolina Wren (126 vs.
248), Northern Flicker (49 wvs.
80), The American Robin (29 vs.
566), American Pipit (22 vs. 109),
Cedar Waxwing (44 vs. 241), Yel-
low-rumped Warbler (29 vs. 52),
Green-winged Teal (0 vs. 10) and
the House Sparrow (174 vs. 344)

Bird Populations with the larg-
est increase from last year include
White-breasted Nuthatches (95
vs. 9 from last year), Killdeer (6
vs. 1), Brown-headed Cowbirds
(52 vs. 16) and Dark-eyed Juncos
(842 vs. 549)

Bird Populations seen in prior
years but not seen this year include
the Peregrine Falcons, House
Wrens, Golden Eagles, Red-
breasted Nuthatch, Barn Owls, &
Palm Warblers.

A few of our farmland raptors are
clearly in trouble. American Kes-
trels have declined by a third in the
last twenty years. Northen Harriers,
never common, are now exceed-
ingly rare. Nocturnal owls are diffi-

cult to find in a primarily daytime
count, but studies indicate popu-
lations for Barn and Short-eared
Owls are both in serious decline.

I am happy to share with you
that something is being done to
help these beautiful and import-
ant birds: the Maryland Farm-
land Raptor Program. Founded
in 2019, the program is currently
focused on significantly increas-
ing nesting sites for American
Barn Owls and American Kestrels
throughout Maryland. The organi-
zation is offering to build, install,
and monitor nest boxes for Barn
Owls and Kestrels — all at no cost
to local farmers, orchardists, viti-
culturists, and non-profit organiza-
tions like land trusts.

Raptors  found in
tural areas — Farmland Raptors

agricul-

— reduce common pests and ben-
efit property owners by preying on
destructive mice, voles, and insects
including grasshoppers. Farmland
raptors can effectively and inex-
pensively contribute to pest man-
agement, especially in agricultural
fields and grasslands. Attracting
farmland raptors will also reduce
the need for pesticides and roden-
ticides which can kill non-targeted
animals, including hawks and fam-
ily pets. One family of Barn Owls
can consume up to 3000 crop
destroying rodents annually and
studies show that just the prox-
imity of an American Kestrel can
deter many birds from raiding

orchards and agricultural fields.

Red-Shouldered Hawks continue to do well in the Catoctin region, showing
an increase of 20 over the last year’s count.

As of the end of 2024, over 70
individuals and organizations have
requested nest boxes and the 55
state-wide volunteers have already
installed many nesting boxes for
Kestrels and Barn Owls. In the
coming years, the Maryland Farm-
land Raptor Program, will initiate
work on improving nesting habitat
for Northern Harriers and Short-
eared Owls.

If you are interested in partic-
ipating in this valuable program,
contact Mike Spurrier at: mspur-
rier819@gmail.com

The Frederick County Midwin-
ter Count is scheduled of Janu-
ary 25. If you would like to help,
please contact David Smith at
443-995-4108 or e-mail him at

lacsmith12@comcast.net.

To learn more about birds in
Frederick County, the Frederick
Bird Club at www.frederickbird-
club.org and the Audubon Society
of Central Maryland at www.cen-
tralaudubon.org welcome guests
and new members. Visit their web-
sites to learn about meetings, con-
servation  projects, bird-focused
presentations, bird counts and bird
walks throughout the year.

Frederick Bird Club meetings
are held the first Thursday of each
month beginning at 7:00 PM. For
the 2024-2025 year, meetings will
be hybrid: in person at Hood Col-
lege (in the Seminar Room located
in the basement of Coblentz Hall)
and virtually via Zoom. Contact
frederickbirdclub@yahoo.com for

a link to the meeting.
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Williams History of Frederick County

Prefatory Notes

The work we are presenting to
our patrons has two sources of
value. One of those is its his-
toric utility as a memorial
of the progress and develop-
ment of the community, from
the earliest period with which
we could become acquainted
through family records, and
traditions to the present day.
The preservations of the data
affords the means of illustrating
and confirming or correcting
and amending existing histo-
ries, and supplies material for
the compilation of future ones.
The second source of value is
the personal interest attached to
the biographical and geological
records, comprising or portion
of this work, either a studies of
life and character, or as mem-
oirs of individuals connected
with the reader as relatives or
fellow citizens.

On both

a collection of biographical

these accounts,

records is a useful contribution
to current literature and a leg-
acy to succeeding generations.
Colonies of various nationals
and creeds peopled the terri-
tory now comprising Frederick
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County; their descendants have
taken an active part in national
affairs, in war and peace; and it
will be strange indeed, if their
annuals have not brought to view
many scenes, and revealed many
facts well worthy of being noted
and remembered.

In the execution of this work,
no pains were spared to ensure
the absolute truth upon which
its value depends. The mate-
rial comprising the History of
Frederick County was compiled
by T.J.C. Williams, and Folger
McKensey and their produc-
tion must prove to be a valuable
addition to the library of every-
one who is fortunate enough to
secure a copy and be a lasting
tribute to their memory.

The biological sketches were
gathered from the most trust-
worthy services by careful note
takers. After being arranged by
competent writers, and neatly
typewritten, these
were submitted for correction

biographies

and revision, which we hope
was so thorough that few, if any,
errors and facts, names, or dates
will be found in the completed

work. Those who furnished the

data are, therefore, responsible for
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its genuineness and authenticity.
Great care was taken to have the
sketches as free from error as pos-
sible, but we do not hold ourselves
responsible for mistakes, as no
charges were made for the inser-
tion of any reading matter con-
tained in the work.

The work of the posterity of the
early pioneers and settlers, who,
driven from their foreign homes
by persecution, braved the sorrows
of, and the perils of the wilderness
through single-handed devotion
to principle, have been proven
by the religious, educational and
benevolent institutions that have
sprung up within the borders of
Frederick County; by the public
works in which many have taken
distinguished parts; by the record
of military service; and their no
less valuable services as civilians;
in brief by the whole social fab-
ric which they have reared, and
which makes the land rescued by
the forefathers from the wilder-
ness a region of homes, culture,
peaceful, and inviting.

Rev. Thomas Kolb
Rev. Thomas Kolb,
is a minister in the Church of
the Brethren. He is the son of
David and Amelia Kolb.

David Kolb, the great-grand-

father of our subject, was a

of Detour

stonemason by trade, and many
of his descendants have fol-
lowed the same occupation. The
family was originally Lutheran
in religion.

David Kolb, son of David
Kolb, was a native of the Cre-

agerstown District, and was a
stonemason. He married a Miss

Martin. They were members of
the Lutheran Church and died in
the Creagerstown District. They
had five children.

David R. Kolb, son of Mr. &
Mirs. David Kolb, was born in at
Creagerstown in July 1814 and
died July 19, 1894. He was given
a common school education, and
learned the trade of mason. Mr.
Kolb was married to Amelia Ann

Favorite. She was born at Cre-
agerstown in 1815 and died in
Woodsboro, March 21, 1883.
After their marriage, they made
their home in the neighborhood
of Woodsboro. They held mem-
bership in the Church of God.
They are the parents of three
children.

Thomas Kolb, son of David
and Amelia, was born Octo-
ber 5, 1844. He spent his boy-
hood and youth on the farm near
Woodsboro, attending the pub-
lic schools of the neighborhood.
He left school at the age of nine-
teen. After his marriage, which
took place in 1866, he made his
In 1883, he
established a farm machinery
business in which he continued

home at Detour.

for six years. He then went to his
farm near Detour, which he oper-
ated for seven years. His children
married and left home, and he
consequently returned to Detour,
again taking up the farm machin-
ery business. He has been engaged
in this line ever since, at which he
has met with success

Politically, Thomas Kolb is a
Democrat. He joined the Church
of the Brethren at the age of twen-
ty-one. He was called to the min-

istry, October 30, 1879. He
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remained on the first degree of
the ministry for two years. He
was then, in 1881, advanced to
the second degree, and later the
third degree. He was ordained to
the eldership and has charge of the
Monocacy congregation, which
embraces five churches. He has
traveled extensively in his church
work, being acquainted with ten
states. He is a forceful speaker and
his influence for good is powerful.

Thomas was married March 15,
1866, to Mary Saylor. She was
born near Beaver Dam in 1837.
They where the parents of four
children.

Daniel Saylor, the grandfather
of Mary, was born December 29,
1775. He settled at Beaver Dan
and was a farmer. He was member
of the German Baptist Church.
Daniel was married October
11, 1807 to Mary Simond. She
was born April 8, 1783 and died
March 26, 1861. There where
four children born to this mar-
riage, two of whom reached matu-
rity: Jacob and Daniel.

Jacob died February 23, 1877,
aged sixty-eight years. He was a
farmer all his life and prominent
in the Church of the Brethren.
He was married to Susan Renner.
She died April 6, 1861, aged for-
ty-seven years old. They had six
children.

Daniel died June 6, 1885. He
was a miller by trade. In later
years he was called to the minis-
try of the German Baptist Church
and devoted his time to religious
work. He traveled and preached a
great deal, organized churches all
over the country. He was a great
missionary in his day. He was
twice married, first to Sarah Root,
and secondly to Sarah Rohrer.

Jesse Wilber Kolb, Son of Rev.
Thomas and Mary, is a travel-
ing salesman for the International
Harvester Co. He was born in
Detour, March 22, 1872. At the
age of six his parents sent him to
the public schools of his native
place. At the age of nineteen, he
quit school and engaged in the
general merchandising business
at Troutsville. He then became a
partner with his father on the farm
machinery business at Detour, the
name of the firm being changed to
Thomas J. Kolb & Son.

In the spring of 1897, Jes-
sie accepted a position as travel-
ing salesman with the Deering
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George Buckey

Harvester Co. Jessie was mar-
ried November 29, 1894 to Cora
Haugh, of Ladiesburg, they made
their home in Detour until 1902.
Jessie is a stanch Democrat and a
member of the Woodmen. They
had one child.

Dr. Joseph Long

Joseph Long, MD, one of the suc-
cessful and leading physicians of
Walkersville, was born on a farm
in the Jefferson district, August
19, 1879. He is the son of John
and Charlotte Long.

Christopher Long, the grandfa-
ther of Dr. Long, was of German
descent, and spent his life follow-
ing the occupation of a farmer in
the Jefferson district. He was a
member of the Lutheran Church.
He was the father of six children.

Joseph Long, son of Christo-
pher Long, was also born in the
Jefferson District in 1828, and
died in 1888. He spent his life

following agricultural pursuits in

his native district. In politics he
supported the Republican Party.
In religion he held membership
in the Lutheran Church. John
was married to Charlotte Culler.
She was born in 1836 and died
in 1886. They were the parents of
seven children

Joseph W, Long, son of John and
Charlotte, spent his early life on his
father's farm, and as a boy attended
the public schools. He
attended Frederick City College.
Having decided to take up medi-
cine, he entered the Hahnemann
Medical College in Philadelphia,
from which institution he was
graduated in 1903. He then spent
one year in the Children’s Homeo-
pathic Hospital at Philadelphia. In
1905, Dr. Long located in Walkers-
ville, where he has since remained
in the active practice of his profes-
sion. He is possessor of a large and
lucrative practice, and ranks high
among the younger physicians of
the county.
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Dr. Long was married Febru-
ary 11, 1909, to Daisie Hinea of
Walkersville.

George Buckey

George Buckey, retired banker,
Union Bridge, son of Ezra and
Susan Buckey, was born on his
father‘s farm near New London,
Frederick County, November 2,
1829.

Mr. Buckey, who belongs to one
of the oldest families of Frederick
County, is a descendent of the
renowned Indian fighter, Colonel
Henry Boquet. Colonel Boquet
was a personal friend of George
Washington, and a prominent
officer under General Braddock.
At Bushy Run, in the Allegheny,
in 1764, he won the fiercest bat-
tle ever fought between the white
man and the Indians.

Mr.  Buckeys grandfather,
George Bucky, died near Mount
Pleasant, Maryland, in 1882,
age 92.

Ezra Bucky, father of George
Buckey, was born at Mount Pleas-
ant, Frederick County, October
3, 1803. He was an intelligent
farmer, and spent his life in cul-
tivating and improving his land
in Frederick County. Ezra Buckey
was married to Susan Root, who
died at her home in Frederick
County, age 33. Mr. Buckey sec-
ond wife was his sister-in-law,
Ann Root. He died at Johnsville,
Frederick County, age 55.

George Buckey spent the first
16 years of his life on his father's
farm, where he attended the
schools of the district under Mr.
Cassidy. He was 16 when his par-
ents removed to Johnsville, and
he completed his education in the
school there under John Repp,
leaving school at 18. Having fin-
ished studies, Mr. Bucky learned
milling at Pipe Creek Mill, near
Middleburg, with the Reverend
Daniel Saylor, and was employed
for four years at the Linganore
Mills, near Frederick, then owned
by Cornelius Shriner.

While he was working at the
Linganore Mill, Mr. Buckey pur-
chased the Pipe Creek Mill from
his old employer, Daniel Saylor,
and took possession of the prop-
erty September 1, 1853. After

carrying on the business success-
fully for eight years, Mr. Buckey
sold the mill to his brother, Daniel
Buckey, and removed to his pres-
ent home at Union Bridge and
opened a store for the sale of gen-
eral merchandise. In 1865, Mr.
Buckey sold his store and began
dealing in grain. Four years later
he repurchased the store, which
he managed until 1884, when he
finally sold the business

In 1884, Mr.
his bank, known as the banking
house of George P. Buckey. On the
opening day, the deposits reached
$5,000, and afterwards ran up to
$92,000. Owing to failing health,
caused by severe rheumatic afflic-
tion, Mr. Buckey was compelled
to retire from business in 1900.
His general health is excellent,
and, although he is 80, he hopes
to rid himself of the affliction by
means of osteopathy as he has
been generally benefited by the
treatment. Mr. Buckey believes
in sharing his good fortune, and,
in 1895 divided amongst his sis-
ter, his brother, and 18 other rel-
atives the generous amount of
$100,000.

Of the many farms that he
owned, he has retained only two.

Buckey open

Mr. Buckey has been successful in
every financial undertaking. His
capital was very small. On attain-
ing his majority, his father pre-
sented him with $1,000 and he
received a little more from his
grandfather's estate. Thus, with
what he had saved, amounted to
$2,000, which he paid on the mill
property, leaving him $7,000 in
debt. However, the business was
so profitable that the indebtedness
was canceled in three years.

Mr. Buckey has what some
people call business sense, and
seems rather to feel, than to see,
an opportunity. He is always
on the alert, prompt to act, and
yet able to bide his time with
patience. He is a stanch Demo-
crat, was converted to the princi-
ples of democracy in his youth. By
his grandfather, Richard Root, he
has never aspired to public office,
but has been elected Tax collec-
tor for the 12th district, of Car-
roll County, 33 consecutive years.

George Buckey was married,

May 29, 1856 to Elizabeth, daugh-
ter of Jacob and Elizabeth Scriner,
of Carroll County. Mrs. Buckey
was a member of the Dunkert
Church. She died December
29, 1906, age 76 years and three
months. They had been married
50 years and seven months. They
never had any children.

Mr. Buckey never identified
himself with any particular church
organization, but claimed a birth-
right in the German Reformed
Church. He was friendly to all
denominations of Christian peo-
ple, and contributed generously of
his money towards building and
sustaining churches.

In 1860, when he moved to
Union Bridge, there was not a
single church in the town, and
no place to hold religious wor-
ship, except in an old dilapidated
schoolhouse. In 1866, Rever-
end Thomas Slicer, the son of
the vulnerable Reverend Henry
Slicer, who was a young minis-
ter in charge of the circuit, began
a revival in the old school house,
which was packed to overflowing.

Mr. Slicer made many converts,
and one day said to Mr. Buckey;
“Brother Buckey, don’t you think
that we ought to have a church in
this town?” “Yes, by all means”,
replied Mr. Buckey. Then the
minister said: “if I draw up a sub-
scription paper to raise the money
to build it, will you start the list
with $1002” Mr. Buckey readily
promised and in a short time the
money was ready, and the Meth-
odist Episcopal Church was built.

That set the ball rolling and in
less than 12 years there were five
churches of as many different
denominations in the town. To
the building of each edifice, Mr.
Buckey contributed the same
amount, $100, and has been a
liberal contributor to sustaining
them.

George Buckey was not only a
liberal contributor as well to rel-
atives and churches, but in Jan-
uary 1887, he gave $500 to the
Union Bridge Water Company,
and November 1901 he gave $500
to the Maryland Collegiate Insti-
tution, now known as the Blue
Ridge College of Union Bridge.

continued next month
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100 YEARS AGO THIS MONTH

February 6

Chickens Stolen

Alarge lot of chickens were stolen from
Noah Babylon, of New Midway, on
Monday night, the thieves leaving 21
of the original flock of over 400, this
being the second time this year that his
flock was visited by thieves. It seems
almost incredible that such wholesale
thefts can be successtully carried out,
at a comparably public spot, like Mr.
Babylon’s farm.

Of Interest To Automobilist

'The variation in the efficiency of brakes
on a long trip is due to several things,
but the condition of the brake lin-
ing is perhaps most important. Some-
times the lining will become polished,
in which case the brakes will not be very
efficient. In other instances, the lining
may be roughed up, in which case the
brakes will suddenly begin to be more
effective. The application of them going
down long grades will cause the lining
to become polished, whereas a few
sudden applications of the brakes will
rough up the linings. Dust and water
will also alter stopping conditions.

‘That an engine will sometimes heat
up on a hill for lack of oil is depen-
dent largely upon the position of the
oil pump, the type of oil in the system,
and the conditions of the oil. The
pressure on the bearings during a pull
uphill makes greater demands upon
the oiling system, and if the bearings
do not receive the proper amount of
oil, they will heat up, and perhaps
stop the engine.

The flickering of the oil pressure
gauge when descending a steep hill is
simply due to oil in the crankcase flow-
ing away from the oil pump in cases
where it is located at the rear of the
engine. There is no particular danger

Call for

appointment!

if the pressure is affected in this way,
since the engine is usually under its own
power descending hills, and therefore
does not need a constant high-pressure
supply of ol to its bearings.

To dlean spark plugs, soak them in a
mixture of alcohol and kerosene over-
night. Then in the morning the car-
bon can be wiped off with a clean rag,
Because of the highly glaze surface of
the plugs, emery doth or sandpaper,
should never be used. When the glazed
surface becomes roughened, the plug
quickly fouls and stops firing,

Radio Sales Tax Proposed

As it means of improving radio broad-
casting programs, Secretary of Com-
merce Hoover has declared himself
in favor of imposing a tax of 2%, on
the sale of radio equipment. His views
on this subject, Mr. Hoover said: “Tve
heard only one very reasonable sug-
gestion, that is to fix a certain tax — say
2%, on the sale of radio equipment.
One company reports sales running
over $2 million in 1923, and that will
be a good deal higher this year. You
could probably provide enough that
way to pay for daily programs on the
best skill and talent.

“Radio is becoming more important
in the life of the country every day. It is
already one of the necessary adjuncts.
Right now I think the most import-
ant thing is improvement of what is
put on the air. It isnt so much a ques-
tion of growth, because that takes care
of itself; as long as the material put out
is really worthwhile. That is the most
vital thing of all.”

Gasoline Advances Two Cents

The fourth advanced this year in the
price of gasoline — this dme two cents
a gallon, was made this week; making

the advance for the year of six cents per

.‘_|
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gallon. The failing off in sales, seems the
best reason offered, but it is back by a
rise in the price of crude oil.

Winter Wheat Concerns

Just what may be the effect of the heavy
coating of snow on winter wheat is
causing some concern. Ordinarily, a
snow blanket is good for it, because it
prevents the rising up of the ground
and the killing of the roots. Strange as
it may seem, a snow blanket keeps the
roots warm and protects it from with
the freezing cold air — keeping the roots
in a dormant state.

But the present snow is very heavy
and has laid on it for over a month,
and under it there is a coating of ice,
and dormant wheat needs a certain
amount of air; besides, much of the
wheat was planted so late it did not get
astrong growth before the winter set in.
Of course, there is nothing to be done
about it now, and it is useless to worry,
but the common theory that snow is
good for winter wheat, may prove to
have its limitations.

‘Woman Struck By

Husband, May Die

George Hahn — keeper of the fish
hatchery in Lewistown, is in jail pend-
ing the recovery of his wife brought to
the city in a serious condition on Sun-
day morning, following an alleged
attack upon her by Hahn, on Satur-
day night. Mrs. Hahn is in the Fred-
erick City Hospital with the entire left
front side of her skull crushed. A large
blood clot was removed from her brain
on Monday:.

The States Attorney stated that no
charge would be placed against Hahn
until the exact condition of his wife can
be determined.

The attack, which Hahn is accused
of having made on his wife, in which
he is said to have struck her over the
head with a shotgun, breaking the
stock, occurred on Saturday night in
the Hahn’s home near Lewistown. No
one but Hahn and his wife were at the
home at the time.

Hahn, who is nearly 60 years old,
broke down at the jail on Sunday,
when informed of the condition of his
wife. He told officials that he had been
drinking wine, and did not know what
he was doing,

Mirs. Hahn, who is about 45 years of
age, was found by a neighbor following
the alleged attack. She was not brought
to the hospital untl Sunday morning.
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Little hope is held for her recovery.

Reports from the States Attorney
on Monday night stated that the state
would bring charges of murder against
Hahn in case the wounds sustained by
his wife proved fatal. Hahn is confined
to the county jail without bail, and will
be kept there untl Mrs. Hahn's condi-
tion can be determined.

February 13

Troopers Raid
Rodky Ridge Home
Swooping down upon the home of
Lewis Wegaman, of Rocky Ridge, Sun-
day afternoon, state police uncovered
30 bottes of high-powered beer and a
half-gallon of moonshine liquor. The
beer was found in the cellar, while the
liquor was found in a room on the first
floor of the home. Wegaman was not at
home when the officers raided his place,
but came in, while the search was in prog-
ress. His wife and two men were in the
house, when the officers presented their
search warrant and ceased the beverages.
To verify that they were in fact intox-
icating liquors all the officers sampled
the beverages, many doing so twice.
Wageman was charged with the illegal
possession of intoxicating liquors and
posted a bail of $1,000 and has a pre-
liminary hearing before the magjstrate
on February 21.

The Problem In Radio Service
“In view of a very rapid change in radio

Dinner in the Dark

A meal like you've never seen
to support a cause with a vision!

March 14 at 5 p.m.

Walkersville Fire Co. Grand Social Hall
T9W. Frederick 5t., Walkersville
Enjoy a delicious dinner of chicken marsala and pasta
primavera, ceasar salad and sauteed peas. Desser! and
appelizers included. Vegelaran and vegan oplions
available. Enterfainment includes a silent auction,
wo amazing guest speakers (and their special
companions) and a dining expernance like no othear,
Reserve your tickets now! (Tables of &)
$60 iticket blindfolded $65 /ticket without blindfold

Email jeswhycomply@gmail.com, scan OR code below or complets this form:

[ Eandioiges

Tegetaran

wegan| Fissl & Lasi Kama ol #a. ahendos

TN

Wi

Wi

bl

Be a sponsor:
— Paw Print Level $100 Send an emal to: jeswhycomply@Eigmail con
— Puppy Level $250 with your desired Sponsor Level or comglnh

s form with the name of the sponsor
— Leader of the Pack 5500 &ssedin the program fo;
Glade Valiey Lions Club Dinner in the Dark
c'o Lion Jennidgr Smith 13338 Jimdown Rd, Thurmon, MO 21788
To Donate a Silent Auction item:
Send an email o GladeValeyLions@gmal com or Iesl the name ol the donor:
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technology within the last six months,
and to give greater dlarity to departmen-
tal policies, it seems to me desirable to
review the situation.” Secretary Hoover
of the Commerce Department said.

“There can be made one point of
view in the consideration of radio reg-
ulation and development. That is to
assure increasing service to the listener.
The radio is steadily enriching our
homes. More practically to our farmer
folks, it is bringing more of those con-
tacts that the town populations have
alone enjoyed up to this time. The road
of progress is to stimulate the devel-
opment of the art, to prevent interfer-
ence with and between broadcasting
stations; to secure greater petfection of
reception, and increase the number of
alternative programs and better pro-
grams.

“There are today 563 broadcasting
stations either in operations or under
construction. Of these 455 are Class A
(500 watts power or less) and 108 Class
B (over 500 watts).

“It is generally believed that Class A
stations have a radius of reception of not
more than 25 or 50 miles, while Class
B stations with her larger and increas-
ing power, have a much wider radius.
By practical reception, I do not include
reception which radio listeners are able
to secure by playing radio golf, but the
effective serviceable, reliable reception
program, which must be the real pur-
pose of radio.

“The recent policy of the depart-
ment of allowing the increase in power
towards a possible maximum of 5,000
watts will mean that the radius of ser-
vice reception will be greatly increased,
and the reception itself within the pres-
ent radius will become more reliable.
This is of practical importance to our
agricultural people, especially in sum-
mer and during daytime. The present
plan s to allow advances in power use
in stages of 500 watts, resting at each
stage to determine if there is interfer-
ence with other stations. Probably 20 or
30 Class B stations are now increasing
or planning to increase their power. It is
quite possible, that good service recep-
tion will be obtained for a radius of sev-
eral hundred miles from each station,
thus increasing their alternative pro-
grams to listeners.

“The most difficult problem in radio
regulation and development is the dis-
wribution of wavelength use, so as to
prevent interference between stations.

Thereare in all 80 different wavelengths
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100 YEARS AGO THIS MONTH

F EBRUARY PLRN]TURE SALE

I
| PRICES SLASHED.
|

A REAL CHANCE TO SAVE MONEY.

During this February Furniture Sale we will allow an extra
105 discount on top of our regular 109 discount—this means

practically 207 saving.

Remember we have not marked our prices up one cent—this

exitra 1075

is an honest discount off our already low prices

| Remember many Big Furniture Stores mark their prices way

up and then announce a 40°

or 505

cut but how muock do you

really save? Here's a real honest to goodness saving offered you.

This extra 10

discount is offered you for one month only

[ February—and positively will not be in effect longer than that.
|

FREE AUTO DELIVERY.

EASY TERMS.

C. O. FUSS @ SON

Leading Furniiure Dealers and Funeral Direclors

TANEYTOWN, MD.

available, if we keep the stations 10 kilo-
cycles apart, and stagger the assignment
of wavelengths geographically so as to
prevent overlap in the area of effective
reception. The recent experiment of the
department in attempting to increase
the number of wavelengths by decreas-
ing the difference to seven kilocycles,
proved unsuccessful, with the present
development of industry.

“Class A stations were assigned the
wavelengths of 278 meters and below,
by recommendation of the Radio Con-
ference Board, and there are in this
area 30 possible wavelengths. Owning
to the limited and the irregular char-
acter of their programming - largely
churches, educational institutions, &c..
Class A stations have not represented as
many difficulties in wavelength assign-
ment as Class B stations although there
are 455 of them.

“Class B stations present a far more
serious situation because of the radio
signal radius and their regular perfor-
mance. There are 47 wavelengths to be
divided over a total of 108 stations now
operating or under construction. That
is, there is now an average of less than
one wavelength for each two stations,
which means that they must divide
their time of operation. Class B stations
are the ones which furnish most of the
regular programs, and from which the
public receives the most effective ser-
vice. Most of them naturally desire, and
need to operate continuously, as the
cost of overhead is much increase by
dividing time.

“One of the greatest difficuldes in
the distribution of wavelengths arises
from the concentration of stations in
large centers of population. The worst
conditions are at Chicago and New
Yotk. In Chicago five wavelengths are
available for 10 operating Class B sta-
tions, and there are several others in the
course of construction. For New York,
there are six wavelengths available for
eight Class B stations, and more under
construction.

It is practically impossible to increase
the number of wavelengths available to
the cities because they are all in use in
other communities, and because it is
absolutely necessary to maintain a wide
kilocycle separation between stations

so dose together. Otherwise they will
destroy each other’s signal.”

Loses Load Of Hay

On Main Street

While coming down Main Street in
Union Bridge, Grover Davis ,with a
load of hay; ran the wheels up on the
snow bank, to break the force of the
descent, causing the wagon to upset
and spreading the load of hay over the
street.

Elmer Pittenger, driver for the Fair-
field Farmers’ Dairy, was bringing aload
of milk from Detour to Union Bridge
when the large truck cut through the
new macadam road, sinking to the

axles, making it necessary to summon
help to relieve the truck.

February 20

Said He Was Collecting

Money For Other

A man, giving his name as Pierce,
was arrested last week in Walk-
ersville, and committed to jail on
a charge of vagrancy. He claimed
to be begging funds for a desti-
tute family near Taneytown named
Brendle. He had also been begging
in Taneytown, where he said he was
collecting money for an Emmits-
burg family. Once the Sheriff of
Frederick County being communi-
cated with, it was found that Price
has served jail there for the same
offense. The destitute families seem

to be a myth.

Woodsboro Play Largely Attended
Not withstanding inclement weather;
a large crowd attended the comedy
drama “An Early Bird”, given in the
Woodsboro Opera House, Wednesday
night by the Lutheran Church Sunday
School class, of which Miss Ethel Fogle
is teacher. The play was given in three
acts, all of which were appropriately set
with scenery.

There were 14 students in the cast,
and they rendered their parts in a very
credible manner. The play abounded
in interesting and amusing situations
and the young performers were given
rounds of applause.

Several Seek Open County
Commissioner’s Seat

That there is no lack of applicants to fill
the unexpired term of the late County
Commissioner Warren Dudderar is
evident by reports of the number of
persons who are said to be willing to
accept the appointment.

Frank Stevens, of Creagerstown, a
former member of the Board, is said to
be willing to accept the appointment.
George Thomas of Libertytown has
expressed interestalso. Emmitsburgisalso
said to have a candidate. It is understood
that friends of John Jamison of Walk-
ersville have urged his acceptance of the
post, but it is understood that Mr. Jami-
son does not desire the appointment.

In addition to the number of Demo-
crats secking the appointment, there are
number of Republicans who are bring-
ing pressure to bear in their own behalf.

Glade Valley Plans Big Bazaar

The Glade Valley Council, Number 113
of the Junior Order United Americans
Mechanics of Walkersville, is planning,
and has definitely made every arrange-
ment to have one of the largest bazaars
ever held in Walkersville. The bazaar
will be held in the old school house, well
adapted for the purpose. The dates have
been fixed for Thursday; Friday and Sat-
urday evenings, February 26th, 27th
and 28th. The wives of the members
of the Order will be in charge of serv-
ing a supper each evening, The entire
proceeds will be given to the Maryland
state organization of the WO.UAM.
who are erecting a building to be known
as a Maryland Building at the National
Orphans Home in Ohio.

Former Garage Man Arrested

Robert Black, the former owner and
operator of the Thurmont Motor
Company, for whom the State Motor
Vehicle Commission has been search-
ing for for the past three months,
was arrested last Friday afternoon on
warrants of false statement charges
in obtaining tles, coming into pos-
session of cars with obliterated
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serial numbers and selling cars with
changed engine numbers.

Black was arranged before magis-
trate Sherman Bowers, Friday after-
noon and released on $1,000 bail. Black
is charged with having in his possession
or having sold, at least a dozen cars with
defaced engine numbers. Officers of the
state police have been on the trail of such
cars for many months, all of which were
traced to Blacks garage. Investigations
which led to the arrest of Black have been
in progress for nearly 2 years it is said.

The reasons for Bladks alleged effort to
deface the engine numbers on the carsand
substitute new ones is a mystery: Al efforts
of the state authorities to learn the iden-
tity of the machines have failed, but it was
said by them on Friday night that they had
some evidence in reserve, that could throw
some light on the situaton.

Shordy after the investigation was
begun by state officers, the Thurmont
Motor Company went into the hands
of the receivers. Black left the state, it
was said, and was not located until
several days ago when he returned to
Thurmont. He told the officials on Fri-
day that he had been in Tennessee.

Black claim that the engine numbers
which had been removed and replaced
with new numbers, were put on by him
last winter, when a number of his cars
became frozen, breaking the engine
blocks. By a special process in photog-
raphy, the officials were able to obtain
the original numbers, it is said.

February 27

Refuses To Testify Against Husband
George Hahn, caretaker at the Lew-
istown Fish Hatchery, indicted for assault
with intent to kill his wife, pleaded guilty
to assaultand battery and was sentence to
six months in the House of Correction
and fined $25 and costs. Upon the pay-
ment of the fine and costs the court sus-
pended the prison sentence.

During the trial, it was said that both
Hahn and his wife had been drinking,
and a quarrel ensued. During the prog-
ress of the quarrel, Hahn ceased a shotgun
and dealt the woman a hard blow over
the head with it. At the trial, the woman
refused 1o testify against her husband, and
did not appear in court, And even when
5o far as to refused to come to court saying
that she did not feel able to make the wip
and had no testimony to gjve.

Two witnesses testified that Hahn
was a hard-working man and provided
for his family. It was brought out that
both had been drinking, and were evi-
dently under the influence of liquor at
the time of the trouble. Hahn's attorney
said that Hahn was very sorry for what
occurred and could only account for it

by reason of drinking,

The judge stated tha it was a serious
offense for a man to strike a woman,
particularly to break a gun over her head.
After reviewing the case, he imposed
the sentence and fine. He added that
while the prison sentence would be sus-
pended, it would stand against Hahn
and if he ever again struck his wife or
misbehaves towards her, he would be
re-arrested and the sentence imposed.

Arrest Made In

Train Station Robbery

A man giving his name as Reinhart,
was apprehended in Woodsboro on
Wednesday, on suspicion of being
implicated in the recent robbery of the
railroad station in Taneytown. In being
brought to Taneytown he was ident-
fied as a man who had been seen there
on the date of the robbery. Reinhart
denied all knowledge of the robbery,
but was held for further examination.
Detectives have been working on the
case since the robbery.

Transportation

Of School Pupils

Transporting pupils to and from school
at public expense has raised some com-
mon sense questions that need to be
answered, in the opinion of the Assis-
tant Specialist In Rural Education of
the Department of the Interior.

All the states and the District of
Columbia are transporting some school
children. Pupil transport has been the
subject of a generous amount of legjsla-
tion, and back of it lays the fundamen-
tal principle that the state must provide
means for an education to every resi-
dent child, either by causing a school to
be placed within his reach, or by trans-
porting him to one.

Where does responsibility of the par-
ent cease and that of the public begin?
The question is asked about most school
activities. The answer to pupil transport is
generally expressed in terms of distance
from homes to school, and the range
under present law is 1/2 to 4 miles.

Such transportation is not a new
item in the expense of educatdon. It
is handled in different ways in each
state and the cost carefully recorded.
22 states report that 446,226 children
were transported in 1924 at the expen-
diture of $14,536,000 or an average
of $32.50 per pupil for the year. The
costs range from $9.36 in Georgia to
$73.15 in some sections of Maryland.
Costs differ with condidons, but for
safe, comfortable transportation, of any
considerable number of pupils a state
will probably need to expend from
$30-$40 for each child per year.

1o read other articles related to 100 Years
Ago this Month, visit the History section of
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LIBRARY NEWS

Do you love the library? Want

to spark the same excite-
ment in others? Looking for a way
to invest in your community? If
you answered yes to any (or all!)
of these questions, then youre a
friend of the library. Make it offi-
cial by joining The Friends of the
Walkersville Library community
group! We're seeking new members
and volunteers to help fundraise
and advocate for more high-qual-
ity programs and events. Stop by
the Walkersville Branch Library or
give us a call at 301-600-8200 to
learn more.

Nobody can have the winter blahs
when Bollywood (or Mr. Darcy)
is around. Join Zind Performing
Academy, a modern Bollywood
dance studio, as they perform for us
and then be swept away by the won-
derful Bollywood film retelling for
Pride and Prejudice in the commu-
nity room. All ages welcome. Sun-
day, February 9 from 1 to 3.

February is Heart Month! Join
Katy Smith, Manager for Preven-
tive Cardiology and Outpatient
Cardiac Rehab at Frederick Health
to learn about heart health, risk fac-
tors for heart disease, signs/symp-
toms, and treatment. You will learn
about the preventive side of heart
disease and cardiovascular services
at Frederick Health. Free infor-
mation and resources provided on
Thursday, February 6 at 10.

Wind down after a hard day’s
work with a 1-hour, free yoga
class offered by Sol Yoga. It will
be held on Monday, February 10
and 24 at 6. If you're looking for
an exercise class that will invig-
orate and warm you up, try out
Freedom BANG Fitness class
every Saturday at 10.

Get in the Valentine’s Day spirit
by learning about Found Poetry
from Professor Alba Sarria from
Mount St. Mary’s University on
Thursday, February 13 at 10. If a

Look for the Blue Sign!

Uphnlstery Shop ~3

Custom Upholstery
Furniture Repair & Restoration
Wide Selection of Top Quality Fabrics

~ Fomily owned and operated for over 5o years -
Michae! Hoodhams - Chner

5810 Taneytown Pike = Taneytown

410-596-1935 ““5% @
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2025 resolution is to reorganize or
if youre undertaking downsizing,
join Carolyn West from Organize
Me! on Thursday, February 27 at
10 for some tips to ease the process.

Come together on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 23 at 1:30 at the Walkersville
Branch Library for a screening of
The Tale of the Lion: Our Voices,
Our Stories, a documentary film
based on interviews with twen-
ty-five of Frederick County’s “liv-
ing treasures,” African American
people who are ninety and older.
Barbara Thompson (a Walkersville
branch patron) and her cousin, the
late David Key, both leaders in the
African American Resources Cul-
tural and Heritage Society inter-
viewed those featured in the film
for over a year and half to preserve
their stories and inspire all who
hear them.

The Walkersville Branch Library
has programs designed for adults
with developmental disabilities
and their caregivers. Enjoy some
music by a Brass Quartet and
learn more about their instruments
on Wednesday, February 12 at
10:15. Watch a balloon artist twist
and sculpt amazing creations on
Wednesday, February 26 at 10:15.

We welcome adults who want to
practice their English to a conver-
sation class hosted by the Literacy
Council of Frederick County every
Monday from 6:30 to 7:45. Stu-
dents will practice their speaking
and listening skills with conversa-
tions guided by an instructor from
the Literacy Council of Frederick
County. Please note, registration
is required by the Literacy Council
of Frederick County. If interested,
please register through the FCPL
Calendar or give the Walkersville
Branch Library a call for assistance
at 301-600-8200.

Need help expunging your
record from a past conviction?
Meet with an attorney from Mary-

Thurmont Community
Ambulance Service

Prowdly Serving Nertharn Frederick Co. for Over Half @ Cenlury

BIG MONEY

Sunday

February 16th

Doors open at 11 Bingo starts at 1
Over $16,000 in Payouts

" 550 Per Person

Includes 25 - 9 Cards $500 Each
1 Sheat of 3 cards Small Jackpot §750
1 Eheat of 3 cards Large Jackpot $1,000
2 Games - 1 Sheet of 3 cards $0/50 Each
1 Shast of 3 cands Winner Take All
Also includes dinner platter

Full Bar - Photo 1D Required
Kitchen apan for addition food purchase

301-748-5359, 301-271-3820 or
Friday night bingo or eventbrite.com
Mo GuArRnbid GCkits Al the docs

28 Games Total
12 Games - $150
14 Games Coach Bags
Half Time - $500
Final Game - $§1,000
Tip Jars = 50/50 = Door Prizes
Kitchen = Cash Bar — ATM

Tickets avallable at door or call
Tammy Wolf at T17-420-0209
or www.eventbrite.com

Doors Open @ 11
Bingo Games @1

Thurmont Event Complex
13716 Strafford Drive, Thurmont « 301-271-7550

land Legal Aid to discuss your
options and begin the process on
Thursday, February 27 from 4 to 7.
This is a free service!

Elementary Library Explorers
gather again on Tuesday, February
11 at 6 to explore all things STEM!
Visit various stations hosted by the
Walkersville High School National
Science Honor Society students to
earn your next badge.

Read on for fun afterschool pro-
grams this month at the library
just for tweens (ages 10-13)!
Minecraft Monday is back on Feb-
ruary 3 from 6 to 6:45; learn the
ancient Japanese art of Kumihimo
braiding on Wednesday, February
12 at 4; eat dessert before dinner
by making your own ice cream on
Monday, February 17 at 6; make
pompom critters on Wednes-
day, February 26 at 4. From fluffy
foxes to cute bunnies, you'll get to
create your favorite furry friends
to take home!

Teen Tuesdays at 3:30 are the
perfect time to decompress after
school, meet new people, and have
fun with friends! Take friendship
bracelets to the next level when
you learn the Japanese art of Kumi-
himo braiding and make your own
creation on February 4. Do you
love tiny things? Make your own
tiny library on February 11 and fill
it with miniatures of your favor-
ite titles! Create a unique, person-
alized piece of art to hang on your
wall on February 18.

Teenagers who want to be
involved in the library events or
those who need volunteer hours are

AN
.a;.r‘ -\ P
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welcome to join the Teen Library
Council; TLC meets on the last
Tuesday of the month, so join us at
3:30 on Tuesday, February 25!

Our “Take a Closer Look” pro-
gram for elementary and mid-
dle grades will explore deep space
with a NASA engineer on Feb-
ruary 7 at one. Join Elixir Dance
and Fitness on February 21 at 1 for
some introductory dance steps! No
prior experience is needed but wear
comfy clothes that make it easy to
move so you can show off your
new skills!

Tired of playing with the same
toys at home? Come out to Fri-Yay
every Friday at 11 to explore new
activities with your little one! Zoom
into outer space on February 7, show
your love for the library on Febru-
ary 14, partake in Puppet Palooza on
February 21, and explore the great
outdoors with an imaginary camp-
ing trip on February 28!

Our schedule for storytimes is as
follows:

Monday: Infants 10am; Baby
Steps  Skill Building at 10:30;
Babies at 11

Tuesday: Toddlers at 11

Wednesday: Family at 6

Thursday: Preschool at 11

Bilingual Storytime at the Walk-
ersville Branch Library will be on
Wednesday, February 5 and 19 at
6. This dynamic and engaging sto-
rytime is fun for the whole family
and will feature songs, rhymes and
more in English and other world
languages.

Mice ~ Ants ~ Bees, Was
Bedbugs ~ L_ity_hysn_-f
Family Owned &

Operated For Over
25 Years!

)
301-845-0163

www.affordablepestcontroline.com

AFFORDABLE
PEST CONTROL, INC.
“We Eliminate Your Pests For Less”

Residential & Commercial Services
MDA Certified & Insured
WDI Real Estate Inspections
Termite Treatment / Warranty
Prompt, Friendly & Effective Service

Free Estimates ~ Military & Senior Discounts
License #26631 ~ Insured

Termites ~ m\
Cockronches ~ Crickets
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SCHOOL NEWS

The path ahead

Janie Monier
Frederick County School Board

Continued from last month

Governancc and  Accountabil-
ity: This pillar focuses on estab-
lishing clear governance structures
and accountability measures to ensure
that educational reforms are effec-
tively implemented and that schools
are held accountable for student out
comes. FCPS publishes a report in
June and December of each school
year to update the Accountability and
Implementation Board under Pillar 5
of Blueprint on our progtess in fulfill-
ing our obligatdons under Blueprint.
The most recent report published in
June 2024 can be found on this web-
page:  hups://www.fcps.org/blueprint/
blueprint-milestone.

‘The Blueprint is set to inject $16.6
billion more in state funding for edu-
cadon from 2024 through 2029,
with expectations of additional fund-
ing beyond that period. The mandates
under Blueprint are not fully funded
by the state and it is expected that the
local education agencies and counties

will add to the funding of the man-
dates, in addition to budgeting for
what the mandates do not cover and
issues of local concern, such as our
sports, arts, humanities programs and
our school infrastructure and staff-
ing. Areas of the Blueprint that are
funded by the state versus county is
determined by a formula that does not
account for the explosive growth in our
county since 2020, the new schools we
need to build to accommodate that
growth, and the aging infrastructure
which needs renovation or replace-
ment. All of which comes on the heels
of increased inflation. This means that
a high school built before 2020 would
cost approximately $80 million. Now,
that same high school costs $120 mil-
lion. And those are just the numbers to
build the school and does not include
stafling the school and transporting
students to and from school.

Lasty, we come to the role and
scope of the FCPS Board of Educa-
tion. Board members collaborate to
create policy within the limits of state
and federal law, approve budgets,
oversee the roll out of the master plan,
give final approval on matters and

materials related to the curriculum,
staff appointments, purchases related
to equipment, land acquisition, and
the cost of school renovation, mainte-
nance, and construction.

One of the laws that has a large
impact on guiding policy and resources
in every school district is the IDEA
Act, previously known as the Educa-
tion for all Handicapped Children Act,
enacted in 1975 under Gerald Ford.
The legislation requires local educaton
agencies to provide a free and appropri-
ate education to all children tailored to
their needs. Families typically interact
with this through their child’s Individ-
ual Educational Program (IEP) which
provides instructions for the educator
and staff on the goals and best practices
for educating the individual student.
Programs at FCPS that fall under spe-
cial education include the Expressions
program, SUCCESS, and the Rock
Creek School. If a public school sys-
tem can no longer meet the needs of
the student through an IEB then then
system will pay for private placement
of the student. This law covers the
child with learning disabilities and the
child who may require a wheelchair or
feeding assistance. Our school nurses,
as provided through the Department

of Health, assess and assist with med-
ical needs while the Special Education
Instructors (SEI) and Instructional
Assistants (SEIA) work with our spe-
cial education students to ensure their
IEP goals are met and are socializing as
is appropriate with the general educa-
tion student population. The federal
funding promise under the IDEA Act
was to provide 40% of a pupil’s special
education funding. That number is
doser to 13% and has never been fully
funded by the federal government.
The IDFA Act falls under the purview
of the U.S. Department of Educaton
along with Pell grants, FAFSA, Tide 1
grants, and 504 Plans.

Curriculum is under the oversight
of state and local education agencies
(LEAs). An example of curriculum
as guided by the state are the Science
of Reading, evidence-based teach-
ing methods which are being imple-
mented in all our elementary schools.
Additionally, under a new policy set
forth by the Maryland State Board of
Education, all 3rd graders will need to
be reading on grade-level before they
can advance under the permission of
their parent. They can only advance if
the parent agrees to reading interven-
tions while they are in 4th grade.

As promised, I will continue to pro-
vide the information that is within
my discretion to do so and to hon-
estly address the challenges we are fac-
ing in the coming years. Each article
will dive deeper into the issues summa-
rized above. This will include literacy
rates, test scores and standardized test-
ing, attracting and retaining the educa-
tors and staff our students need, how
our charter schools fit into the over-
all academic offerings and budget, the
RVP program, and more, as our capital
and operations budget and each pillar
of Blueprint will impact, either directly
or indirectly, how we meet these goals.

In closing, I want to express my
deepest gratitude for the opportunity
to serve our families, schools, and com-
munity in this capacity. I am commit-
ted to fostering an environment of
transparency and collaboration. As we
navigate the complexities of our edu-
cational landscape, I am confident
that together, we can create a brighter
future for all our students. Thank you
for your trust and support, and your
unwavering belief in the power of edu-
cadon. Ilook forward to your contn-
ued engagement, until the next article,
Janie Monier, Member-Elect of the
Board of Education.

PowerSchool Data Breach Impacting FCPS

T—m following is a communication
shared with the FCPS community
this afternoon regarding a data breach
that affected FCPS as part of a larger
incident involving PowerSchool:

Dear Frederick County Public
Schools (FCPS) Community

W are writing to inform you of a data
breach that affected FCPS as part of a
larger incident involving PowerSchool,
a Student Information System (SIS)
used by schools nationwide. The breach
occurred between December 19 and
28, when a threat actor gained unautho-
rized access to data from districts across
the country; indluding FCPS, using sto-
len credentials. FCPS became aware of
the breach on January 7 and was noti-
fied by PowerSchool that FCPS was
affected on January 8.

FCPS began a multi-year transition
to a new SIS last school year as our pre-
vious SIS, used for over 10 years, is being
phased out. During this migration,
some data was transferred to the Power-

School platform, and some of this data
was affected by the breach.

Here's what we know so far:

Data Affected: The breach impacted
two FCPS data tables in the new SIS,
including records of both teachers and
students. We are actively working with
PowerSchool to determine exactly what
data was impacted and will share addi-
tional information in a follow-up com-
munication.

Mitigation Steps: PowerSchool has
confirmed that the breached dat file
has been deleted and is no longer acces-
sible. They have also notified the FBI
and hired a cybersecurity firm, Crowd-
Strike, to assist in addressing the breach.
CrowdStrike has reported that at this
time no data from the breach has been
found on the dark web, and they con-
tinue to monitor this space.

While this breach has affected many
districts across the country and the full
scope of the breach is still being investi-
gated, we want to assure you that FCPS
stopped collecting social security num-
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bers for students more than 10 years ago

so this sensitive data was not exposed.
While PowerSchool is responsible for

this incident and its impact, our team

acted swiftly once we were notified

)V

and is continuing to investigate. FCPS
understands the importance of your
trust and is diligently committed to pro-
tecting our student and staff data.
PowerSchool has informed FCPS

that they will provide additional infor-
mation, including contact informa-
tion, that community members can use
to dialogue directly with the company.
We will share that information with you
once it is available. Thank you for your
understanding,

FIND YOUR
ADVENTURE
FIND YOURYY.

DAY & OVERNIGHT CAMPS

At summer camp, your
kids will make new
friends and have tons of

fun as they explore new
adventures each day.

Locations include:

* Downtown Y

+ Natelli Family Y

= ¥ Arts Center

* Camp West Mar

and more...

FREDERICKYMCA.ORG




28 | WOODSBORO-WALKERSVILLE NEWS-JOURNAL | FEBRUARY 2025

FOUR YEARS AT THE MOUNT

1his month we gave our Four Years At The Mount writers the creative freedom to write a letter to or about a bistorical figure
born in the month of February. Let's dive into our bistory!

Freshman

Constantine the Great

Cameron Madden
MSMU Class of 2028

long time ago, born on the 27th
f February, 272 AD, one of the
most esteemed men in history was
born. Constantine the Great, who
later became the Roman Emperor
from 406-337 AD, is one of the most
known Romans in the public con-
sciousness, mostly due to his associa-
tion and adoption with Christianity;
He was the first emperor to adopt
such and lead one of the longest reigns
of the empire in its history.

Happy Birthday to you Constan-
tine! You were born in one of the
most contentious times in Roman
History, and despite that you rose
from greatness. You were born in
the East, where in your early days
you were under threat from Pal-
myrene forces that sought to break
away from Rome. Despite the dan-
ger of your childhood, you had
stood strong, and for many years
your early life was marked by tri-
als that would have broken a lesser
soul. Being the son of Constan-
tius Chlorus and Helena, you expe-

rienced the political turbulence
of the Tetrarchy, where four rul-
ers tried to govern the weakened
Roman Empire. You proved your
mettle early on, showing that you
were not just the son of a co-em-
peror, but a leader in your own
right. Your military prowess was
evident in your campaigns in Gaul,
Britain, and along the Rhine, where
you defended the empire’s borders
with skill and bravery, making your
father and the empire very proud of
your actions.

At 32 years old, I wonder where
your mind took you in the Battle
of the Milvian Bridge. It was there
that you reportedly saw a vision of
the Christian cross, accompanied by
the words “In this sign, you will con-
quer.” I wonder if it truly was a pro-
phetic vision, or perhaps was stirred
on by thoughts of your mother, who
today is known as St. Helena. Either
way, it is incredible to think that after
so long you were able to conquer
those who stood in the way of peace
in the Empire.

I also wonder, how after all of your
conquests, and when you finally
became the full emperor, you were
able to keep your vision of prosperity
so focused, rather than being blinded
by power. After all, during the Edict
of Milan in 313, you allowed for reli-

gious freedom across the empire,
showing no envy or lustful intent
in your role as emperor. After a long
string of turmoil and corruption in
the position, you were able to make
it prestigious once more, and became
the example, and archetype for what
an emperor should be for the rest of
the empire’s history.

Your reign had significant reforms
and achievements, many of which
were headed by you in an effort
prosper its people. You founded
the city of Constantinople, which
would become the new capital of
the Roman Empire and a beacon of
culture and power for centuries, and
for a thousand years, it would be the
greatest on the continent. Your legal
and administrative reforms strength-
ened the empire which were able to
eliminate corruption (in some areas)
and influence between military and
civilian administration. Not only
this, but you also instituted eco-
nomic reform that helped put value
back in Roman currency, and that
would stabilize and refine the econ-
omy. One of your biggest commit-
ments and personal goals was to build
churches and support the Christian
community to spread the faith th
far and wide. You were a visionary
who understood that the unity of the
empire could be achieved through a

shared religion, and I mentdon all of
these feats not only to highlight your
strengths, but to acknowledge the
benefits you had across the people of
your empire, and furthermore to the
identity of Europe.

We cant exactly ignore your
methods of securing the position of
emperor though; many rivals were
put down, and consolidation of
power certainly destroyed the tetrar-
chy system (honestly for the bet-
ter.) Yet since the goal was to unify
the nation so that it can be stabilized
it seemed to be something that was
necessary in order for you to achieve
what you had. You demonstrated
that faith could be a guiding princi-
ple for governance, and your exam-
ple inspired generations of leaders
who followed.

As we celebrate your birthday
this February, we should remember
not only your achievements which
shaped the Western world as we
know it today, but also the endur-
ing impact of your vision. The world
you helped to shape continues to
feel the influence of your decisions,
from the spread of Christianity to the
preservation of Roman law and cul-
ture, much of which we see in our
own legal systems and ways of gover-
nance. Your life is a testament to the
power of conviction and the endur-

ing impact of leadership rooted in
faith and purpose and should be
an inspiration for all who wish to
uphold their nation’s prosperity, and
all who are fit to lead.

Had you not been born, then
many things like the spread of Chris-
tianity would have been either pre-
vented, or even snuffed out, and
even the survival of the empire was
prolonged due to your leadership;
long enough where we can siill
admire the strength and adaptability
of the Romans. Rome reached its last
golden age under you, and as your
legacy continued on, those who were
less fit to rule than you ultimately
failed where you succeeded.

Happy Birthday, Constantine.
Your legacy lives on, and your con-
tributions to history continue to
inspire. In this month, we honor
the memory of a ruler who dared
to dream of a united and peace-
ful empire, guided by the principles
of faith and justice. May your story
continue to be told for as long as
there are people to tell it, reminding
us all of the power of a vision, and
the strength of character required to

be called: The Great.

1o read other articles by Cameron
Madden, visit the Authors section of
Walkersville. net.

Sophomore

Galileo Galilei

Gracie Smith
MSMU Class of 2027

“Mathematics is the language
with which God has written the
universe.”

-Galileo Galilei

’Pe age of modemity is heavily
taught at Mount Saint Mary’s
University. 'The distinction between
ancient and modern science, philoso-
phy; and even theology is discussed to
a point that makes you wonder what
life would have been like without the
Enlightenment. Now; for each of the
above topics, their respective enlight-
enment occurred and even developed
over time. Contrary to my typical arti-
des revolving around some sort of

American history, I'm going to talk

about science.

Galileo Galilei, born February 15th,
1564, is most commonly referred to
as the Father of Modemn Astronomy,
the Father of Modern Physics, and, at

this point, the Father of Modern Sci-
ence. Born in Pisa, Italy, he is recog-
nized for his invention of the telescope.
This invention was revolutionary for its
time since it disproved the accepted the-
ory that everything in the sky revolved
around the Earth; this is known as
geocentrism and is stll believed in
some parts of the world - though not
many. Instead, it was discovered that
the Farth, and all the other planets,
revolved around the sun. This is known
as heliocentrism, which was originally
proposed by Copernicus and later con-
firmed by Galileo.

Nevertheless, not everyone was
very accepting of this new and con-
firmed discovery. The theologians of
the Catholic Church were always in
some sort of disagreement with Gal-
ileo, mostly due to his arrogant char-
acter but also because his scientific
discoveries constantly disproved their
interpretations of scripture. The per-
sistent bickering between the Catholic
Church and Galileo was never-end-
ing to the point that the theologians,
unwilling to hear Galileos rebuttals to
the interpretations of scripture, sen-
tenced Galileo to house arrest for life.

Galileo wrote to the Grand Duch-
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ess Christina, most likely a patron of
his discovery, voicing his concerns since
the Theologians cast him and his ideas
away. I find it very impactful that he
said “7 piously and prudently agree that
sacred scripture can never lie, but only
insofar as the true meanings of its words
are understood.”

Galileo, in response to the theolo-
gians accusations, stated that scrip-
ture and the existence of God are
true, however, it is misinterpreted by
the theologians. In his letter, Galileo
then continues to, very assertively and
pompously I'll admit, suggest that the
theologians reanalyze the Bible and
look at it more literally rather than sym-
bolically due to its collision with recent
scientific discovery.

This task was something that chal-
lenged not only the theologians of the
time but everyone. That is to say; how
can science and religion coexist peace-
fully when one is constantly contesting
the other? Galileo challenged the world
to accept heliocentrism and continue
the practice of Catholicism. Thinking
synchronically, this was a huge task for
the average person. Despite the print-
ing press being invented in the early
15th century, not everyone had access
to books to obtain the knowledge Gal-
ileo and other scholars did. The average
person lived off of the words the Cath-
olic Church fed to them during weekly

or daily mass. Scripture was printed and
distributed to those who could afford
it. Galileo asked people to reconsider
everything they've understood about
Scripture and, as the theologians made
itout to be, go against what had already
been established. To the average per-
son, you were forced to choose between
the Catholic Church and the Enlight-
enment. One side guaranteed eternal
glory in Heaven for those who wor-
shiped and believed while also declaring
eternal damnation for those who chose
to go against the Scripture. Meanwhile,
the other side offered new ideas, new
certaintes, and modernity as we know
it today. Was there really a correct side?
When most people think of Galileo,
they only consider what he invented
rather than the lasting impact he left
on Europeans, and now us. While a
notably ignorant and arrogant man,
Galileo stood up for his discovery
while jointly encouraging others that
scripture was still true. It is one of his
greatest accomplishments; the estab-
lishment of the peaceful coexistence
between science and religion.
Arguably the most interesting thing
about Galileo was his ability to reveal
the intentions of the Catholic Church
in the 16th century. By this, I mean
that his discovery and further, persecu-
tion, exposed how corrupt the Catholic
Church was during that time. Consid-
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ering the means and advances he had
to go through to make his points evi-
dent go to show how narrow-minded
the theologians were. It is scary to
think about how their dismissiveness
could have impacted the Enlighten-
ment. That is to say; entertaining the
notion that Galileos discovery would
have been rejected altogether would
mean perhaps a few more centuries of
believing in geocentrism. How could
this have impacted our history? I mean
weve got the Rennaisance, the 30 Years
War, the English Civil Wars, the French
Revolution, the American Revolution,
the Haitian Revolution, the Ameri-
can Civil Wars, then it gets interesting
with World War I, then World War
II because the Treaty of Versailles just
wasnt enough to stop the Germans.

The theologians were faced with
a harsh reality that they were forced
to accept. That doesnt mean that the
foundation of what you believe doesnt
exist, it just means you have to change
the angle at which you look at it. Ini-
tiating this way of thinking from a
young age allowed for the adaptabil-
ity of humans to be more flexible. The
acceptance of modernity had begun
to be seen positively rather than some-
thing that was feared.

This February 15th, in honor of
such an incredible scientist, I challenge
you all to think of a time in which you
rejected change; a time when you were
scared to accept the truth; or a time
when you were forced to see things
from a different perspective. Change is
apartoflife, but so isacceptance. Learn-
ing to coexist with ideas that make us
uncomfortable makes us stronger. Gali-
leo, and all he stood for, proved that sci-

ence can coexist with religion.

1o read other articles by Gracie Smith, visit
the Authors section of Welkersville.net.
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HISTORICAL FIGURES BORN IN FEBRUARY

[ ]
Junior
Langston Hughes

Devin Owen
MSMU Class of 2026

So much has happened over the
trajectory of life in the world,
especially in recent years. I feel as
though we are often so swept up in
the happenings of our own lives, the
present, and even the future, that we
often disregard the past. How can
we do that though, when the past
is what shaped us into who we are
now; it has shaped society and the
world as we know it. There is a say-
ing between one of my friends and
I in regard to change, we frequently
say that we are “waiting for a cata-
lyst” in order to make a change in
our lives or to make a hard deci-
sion. We need a big moment in
order to feel like we are making the
right choices. Sometimes though,
the small moments make all the dif-
ference too. Change is simply just
part of the life we live; it’s inevita-
ble. However, most of the changes
we've seen throughout history hav-
en’t occurred without a bit of a fight.

Introducing the birthday boy:
Langston Hughes! Born on Febru-
ary Ist, 1902, in Joplin Missouri,
Hughes ended up becoming one

of the most well-known poets in
the Nation and one of the most
recognized leaders of the Harlem
Renaissance—the most influential
period in African American liter-
ary history, lasting from the 1910’
until the mid 1930%s. Hughes was
an innovator of the jazz poetry art
form, an art form that ended being
insanely popular. In addition to his
role as a poet and leader of the Har-
lem Renaissance, Langston Hughes
was also a playwright, novelist, and
an activist; a multi-tasking king if
you will. He moved to New York
City and flourished in the literary
world. Not only did he flourish
here, but he also shaped the liter-
ary world as we know it, addressing
his poetry to people—specifically
the African American people—and
sharing the importance of mak-
ing a change and having a dream.
Hughes died aged only 66 years old
on May 22nd, 1967. Even after his
passing though, his name lived on
for generations to come.

Dear Mr. Langston Hughes,

I would like to wish you a very
happy birthday! The date is Febru-
ary st and you are aged approx-
imately 123 years old today.
Ironically, you share a birthday
with someone else who has shaped
my life in crucial ways. My best
friend’s mom, my bonus mom, was

also born on February 1st but she
isn’t nearly as old as you are today
(no offense). I have found that dif-
ferent people shape your life in
different but equally important
ways. Similar to my bonus mom,
you have better shaped my under-
standing of the world. Poetry is a
beautiful and complex form of art.
Words hold power and we often
wield it without thought, at least in
todays society we do. Looking back
though, we use words to make the
most critical decisions. For exam-
ple, in order to declare war, our
President addresses the Nation and
“We declare
Words are powerful in
a way we cannot or do not fully
comprehend. Mr. Hughes, YOUR
words are powerful. They have car-

states the intentions:
war on...”

ried on your legacy for years fol-
lowing your passing 58 years ago.
In my American Literature Survey
course from last year here at Mount
St. Mary’s University, we read and
analyzed your poems as a class. We
listened intently and read closely and
not only did we hear your words, but
we understood them. I believe the
first poem we looked at was “The
Weary Blues”, which you wrote in
1925. Its interesting to think about
the differences between the world in
which you lived and the world that

we are living currenty. I myself am

an avid poetry lover, and I have even
written a few poems myself. Its a
form of expression that I never really
understood prior to college. I used
to write songs when I was younger,
albeit they aren' the best, but I used
this as a way to express how I felcand
the dreams I had. Looking back, I
hear your words, “a dream deferred
is a dream denied”, I apply this to
my life anytime I consider push-
ing my dreams back. If I push them
back now then I am denying them
and making them to be less import-
ant. We should all always follow our
dreams and make them important.
As I write this letter to you, [ am
sitting on the couch in my living
room apartment, drinking a cup of
coffee, listening to music and grin-
ning like an idiot. Specifically, I am
writing this letter while listening
to music by Hozier, another idol
of mine, who reminds me a bit of
you. When I listen to his music I
feel good. 1 find myself getting
in the groove of writing, pushing
past my writers block, and pour-
ing my heart out on paper. For the
past few months, I have been com-
pletely burnt out. I haven’t been
able to find the love for writing in
which I have had my whole life.
Between school, work, and men-
toring I haven’t had the desire to
write for myself. I've been writing

for work, for a paycheck. But why
did I start writing for the paper in
the first place? Because I loved writ-
ing. It has been a passion of mine;
a way to express myself through
the power of words! You once said,
“Life is for the living. Death is for
the dead. Let life be like music.
And death a note unsaid.” Some-
times we need to hear it put pretty
simply: you're alive so live your life.
You can be dead when you're dead,
there’s no time for it now. Some-
times I need to listen to you more
often, I need to live my life and feel
the way music makes me feel, and
I very obviously need to embrace
my love of writing and words and
everything else life has to offer.

Langston Hughes. The man that
you are. Thank you. Thank you
for being so unbelievably talented.
Thank you for being an inspiration
to not only the African American
community and literary commu-
nity, but also to the young writers,
poets, playwrights, and activists
around the world. You're name and
legacy is one that will be remem-
bered for eons. You made a differ-
ence in the world, and we're forever
grateful for it.

1o read other articles by Devin
Owen, visit the Authors section of
Walkersville. net.

Senior

Laura Ingalls Wilder

Dolores Hans
MSMU Class of 2025

!’ I there are historical figures that

are renowned by the world, our
country, and the textbooks. There’s
our history and those who impacted
it, and then there is my history. My
history, my life, has been impacted
by many figures, whether similarly
honored by the greater society, or
less notable than most textbooks but
still well-known. From a young age, |
was most heavily impacted by books
I read and the show I watched that
taught me about family, hard work,
and how a simple life can be the most
rewarding if it is filled with love. How
a litde house in a small community
can hold a value far greater than any
luxury you can name, because of the
family that lives within it.

On February 7th, 1867, laura
Ingalls Wilder was born. She lived a
life centered on family and she shared
that devotion with those who read her
stories. She began writing down her
childhood memories into stories at the
request of her daughter, stories that were
published and more than a century
later were eventually read by a young
Dolores. These stories inspired the cre-
ation of a television show, Little House
on the Prairie, which is stll one of my
favorite shows. And so, as her birthday
approaches, I write her a birthday letter.

Dear Laura Ingalls Wilder,

Happy 158th birthday! It is an
honor to be writing to you. I wish
there was a way to explain to you that
not only am I, a twenty-two year old
woman, writing to you, but so is a
10 year old who just discovered your

books, and a 16 year old teenager
who watches the show based on your
life every night. On this day, I hope
to share with others the significance
of your life, and thank you kindly
for having the courage to share
your story. As a twenty-first century
woman, I will never know what it is
like to ride in a covered wagon across
the country, or walk a mile from
my farm to sell eggs to the mercan-
tile for about ten cents. But through
your stories, you gave us a window
into the life of a pioneer, capturing
the beauty of the simple life of those
times with such vivid detail and
heartfelt emotion. Your books have
inspired generations, and just as my
mom introduced me to you, I will
introduce you to my daughters.

You taught us about resilience, the
power of family, and the simple joys
of everyday life. Through the ups
and downs of your familys journey
across the country, we learned that
even in the hardest times, there is
always hope, courage, and love. You
showed us the good qualities of your
own parents through your charac-
ters. Charles with his relentless opti-
mism, hard work, and love of his
wife and children, and Caroline,
with her quiet strength, memorable
teachings, and authentic femininity.
These characters provided me with
role models, and helped me envision
the mother I want to be and the mar-
riage I want to build.

You expressed the role of your sis-
ter, Mary, as beautiful and intelligent,
a do-good girl with maturity. When
I was in high school I related to her
when my own younger sister became
a thorn in my side and yet my favorite
person. No matter how I could relate
myself to the women in your stories,

deep down I will always be comforted

by the character you created to rep-
resent yourself. Laura, a self-assured,
wild, tomboy-ish gitl who just wanted
to do right by others.

I always loved the warmth of the
home you created in your books, the
home you allowed me to be a part of.
Though it was unremarkable in fea-
tures and structure, it never felt cold,
even if a blizzard blew through the
cracks of the wooden walls. To me,
there was always a fire and blankets to
keep the warmth from escaping the
pages of the story I felt welcomed into.

Even beyond the pages of your
books, your own life was just as
warm and important. You moved all
around the midwest, no doubt fac-
ing numerous challenges. What I
find astounding is that even though
where you resided changed often, the
goodness of your family made every
single house a home. Every cold win-
ter was faced with a warm hug, every
long and rocky road was overcome
with the stability of your familys
courage, and every struggle was sur-
mounted on the ideal of hope.

With every word you write I am
whisked away from my loud and
busy life and I land at the edge of a
creek with cold rushing water that’s
surrounded by dainty white flowers
and tall green grass that reaches up
toward the sky as if it is stretching
after a long slumber. My dress blows
in the spring breeze and life is as sim-
ple as it should be for a lictle girl.

Thank you for the childhood you
created for me in your books. Thank
you for deciding to write, even later
in life. As someone who has many
passions and is unsure where my life
will lead, your example shows me
that it’s never too late to start some-
thing new. Thank you for giving me

role models and a way to envision

my life. Simple and full, adventurous
and stable, and grand in a little way.
As 1, and all your readers celebrate
you on your birthday, we thank you
for showing us that the adventure
of life is about much more than the
places we go—it’s about the love we
share, the memories we make, and
the way we learn to appreciate each

moment, no matter how small.
Happy Birthday, Laura! Tll meet
you on the bank of the creek.
With gratitude and admiration,
Dolores Hans

1o read other articles by Dolores
Hans, visit the Authors section of
Walkersville. net.
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ARTS

The GreenSpring Foundations “A Musical Valentine”

he 2025 GreenSpring Spring
concert series showcases
internationally renowned soloists
and award-winning young musi-
cians who represent the future of
music. All concerts are free to the
public, with a free-will offering
collected to support the Green-
Spring Foundation’s music educa-
tion programs and performances.
In the spirit of Valentine’s
Day, join us for an enchanting
performance by the Davin-Levin
Duo, featuring classical guitarist

Colin Davin and Emily Levin,

principal harpist of the Dal-
las Symphony, February 15 at
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran
Church, Utica, 10621 Old Fred-
erick Road, Thurmont.

Their romantic melodies prom-
ise to sweep listeners off their feet
and create a memorable experi-
ence. A “clearly felicitous com-
bination of two plucked string
instruments” (Cleveland Clas-
sical), the Davin-Levin Duo is
comprised of Emily Levin, Princi-
pal Harp of the Dallas Symphony
Orchestra, and Colin Davin,

Associate Professor of Guitar
and Director of Guitar Studio at
Shenandoah Conservatory. Since
their first performance in 2015,
the Davin-Levin Duo has revolu-
tionized the genre, expanding the
repertoire through commissions
and arrangements and establish-
ing their instrument combina-
tion as a dynamic chamber music
experience.

For more information about Green-
Spring Spring concert series visit
greenspringmusic.org

{
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Weinburg Center & New Spire Arts

1964 The Tribute — February
7. Experience a Beatles’ Concert
the way it was performed over 60
years ago... 1964 meticulously
re-creates the magic of a live
Beatles’ performance with art-
ful precision and unerring accu-
racy, and brings you as close as
anyone could possibly get to feel-
ing the magic of a Fab Four live
performance. For over 30 years,
1964 has thrilled audiences with
what is considered to be the most
authentic tribute to The Beat-
les using period instruments,
clothing, hairstyles and onstage
banter with an accuracy that is
unmatched. A perennial favorite
on the Weinberg stage, you won’t
want to miss this one-of-a-kind
salute to the boys from Liverpool.

Admiral Radio - February 7
at New Spire Arts. This hus-
band-and-wife singer-songwriter
duo weave a unique Ameri-
cana sound blending traditional
country, folk, and roots music.
Inspired by the prior life of their
1941 wooden Admiral Radio,
South-Carolina based duo Coty
Hoover and Becca Smith create
a unique Americana blend rooted
in traditional styles that also
touches the heartstrings of the

modern-day listener. This hus-
band-and-wife singer-songwriter
team weaves threads of country,
folk, and roots music together to
create a nostalgic sonic tapestry
evoking simpler times filled with
homespun comfort.

The Frederick Speaker Series -
Dr. Robert Ballard — February
6. Renowned Ocean Explorer
& Scientist. On more than 120
deep-sea expeditions, Robert Bal-
lard has made many major nat-
ural the
deep-sea vents. Oh, and he found

the Titanic. The man who made

discoveries, such as

some of the most startling under-
sea discoveries in recent years,
Robert Ballard describes what
it was like to locate the Titanic,
among other sunken famous
ships. In his talk, through the use
of stunning high-quality images
and personal accounts, Dr. Bal-
lard will present his most recent
work in deep water archaeology
and the technology of tele-pres-
He
ing people to think outside the
box, learning how to deal with
failure-that failure is just a step
along the way to success, moti-
vating children to choose careers

ence. discusses motivat-

in math, science, and engineer-

Piano Teacher,

b
23

Petrella Plano Studio

Erin Petrella, B.A. Music, SPC
Accompanist, & Organist
Accepting students 7 clients for piano lessons,
accompanying, & religious services / events,

Thurmont & Hagerstown g5
(610) 984-5075 -
https://petrellapianostudio.com/contact/

Joames

PIANO SHOP
Family-owned & aperaa‘ed since 1974

SALES = TUNING = LESSONS = MOVING

12049 Woodsboro Pike, New Midway
301-898-3245 www.kramerspianoshop.com -

ing; and how to live your dream.
Ballard is a dynamic speaker who
will have you on the edge of your
seat wanting to start a whole new
career in exploration!

Porter Carroll’s The Evolu-
tion of Cabaret — February 8 at
New Spire Arts. This dynamic
show reinvents traditional cab-
aret by blending R&B and pop
songs with interactive, re-imag-
ined arrangements, captivating
audiences. Evolution of Cabaret
is a dynamic show that redefines
the traditional cabaret experi-
ence. Porter Carroll, Jr. founder
of Atlantic Starr the R&B/Pop hit
machine from the 70’s, 80’s and
90’s is selling out shows in “The
Evolution of Cabaret”,
vative cabaret/nightclub act that

an inno-

puts a new exciting spin on pop-
ular classics never before seen on
the Jazz club and cabaret circuit,
featuring a tasty panoply that
runs the gamut from R&B and
improvisational jazz to soul, funk,

blues, Rock & Roll and more.

Barron Ryan Trio Presents
“There Arises Light (in the
Darkness)” — February 13 at
7:30. Discover hope and resil-
ience through the power of
music. The Barron Ryan Trio
“There Arises Light (in the Dark-
ness)” is a poignant performance
commemorating the 1921 Tulsa
Race Massacre. Pianist and com-
poser Barron Ryan, joined by vio-
linist Christopher Whitley and
cellist Alex Cox, presents a poi-
gnant musical tribute to the vic-
tims and survivors of the 1921
Tulsa Race Massacre. A lifelong

Tulsan, Ryan’s composition com-
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Admiral Radio’s duo Coty Hoover and Becca Smith create a
unique Americana blend rooted in traditional styles that also
touches the heartstrings of the modern-day listener.

memorates this historic atrocity
by expressing the profound love
and hope that can arise from even
the deepest grief. Through this
powerful work for violin, cello,
and piano, the trio will take the
audience on a journey from strug-
gle to triumph, offering beauty to
the memory of a painful past.
This  one-of-a-kind  perfor-
mance showcases Ryan’s 2021
commissioned work, My Soul Is
Full of Troubles, created in col-
laboration with Chamber Music
Tulsa to honor the Tulsa Race
Massacre. The piece captures the
human spirit’s journey through
adversity, creating a space for
reflection, healing, and hope.

Scythian — February 15. Rous-
ing and raucous, Scythian (sith-ee-

Do you have what it takes to

solve one of Agatha Christie's

most iconic mysteries?

ﬂ£+ "Ir""r -lllt ﬂl{{c"‘f{u

& Willowdale Drive | Fredenick
Bax Oithc: (301) B62- 6600

www. WAYDFFERDADWAY com

yin) plays roots music from Celtic,
Eastern European and Appalachian
traditions with thunderous energy,
technical prowess, and storytell-
ing songwriting, beckoning crowds
into a barn-dance, rock concert
experience. The Washington Post
says “Scythian’s enthusiasm is con-
tagious, and shows seem to end
with everyone dancing, jumping
around or hoisting glasses.”
Tickets for all these events may
be purchased online at Wein-
bergCenter.org, by calling the
box office at 301-600-2828, or in
person at 20 West Patrick Street.

Led Zeppelin IV - February 21.
Experience the iconic sounds
of one of rock's most legendary
albums as Classic Albums Live
performs Led Zeppelin. Released
in 1971, Led Zeppelin IV fea-
tures timeless tracks like "Stair-
way to Heaven," "Black Dog,"
and "When the Levee Breaks."
Classic Albums Live delivers a
note-for-note, cut-for-cut recre-
ation of this legendary album, fol-
lowed by a set of Led Zeppelin's
greatest hits. With no costumes
or gimmicks, the focus is entirely
on the music. Founded in 2003,
Classic Albums Live has earned a
reputation for unparalleled preci-
sion, performing over 100 shows
annually across North America.
Their dedication to authenticity
has made them a favorite among
fans and critics alike.
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COOKING

Feeling cold February

Sonya Verlaque
FCC Culinary Program

'm cold, we are all cold. It’s snow-

ing in Florida, there are no rules
anymore. This month is offering
some warming food that is easy to
make and then eat while wrapped up
in a blanket.

French-ish Chicken Casserole
Ingredients

4 boneless skinless chicken breasts
1 tbs, olive oil

1 onion diced

3 cloves garlic minced

1 cup heavy cream

1 cup chicken broth

1 tsp. dried thyme

1 tsp. dried rosemary

1 cup shredded mozzarella cheese
1 cup grated Parmesan cheese

1 cup baby spinach

Salt and pepper to taste, also if
you like mustard, adding a table-
spoon on dijon mustard to the sauce
is another great way to add depth of
flavor without many additional calo-
ries or salt. It also makes it feel more
French to me

Instructions: Preheat the oven to
375°F (190°C) and lightly grease a
9x13-inch casserole dish. In a large
skillet, heat olive oil over medium
heat. Season the chicken breasts
with salt and pepper, then cook
for 6-7 minutes per side, until
golden brown and cooked through.
Remove the chicken from the skillet
and set it aside. In the same skillet,
add diced onion and garlic. Sauté
for 2-3 minutes until softened and
fragrant. Add heavy cream, chicken
broth, thyme, and rosemary. Stir to
combine and bring to a simmer. Let
the sauce cook for 3-5 minutes until

slightly thickened.

Slice the cooked chicken into
strips or bite-sized pieces and place
them in the prepared casserole dish.
Pour the creamy sauce over the
chicken, ensuring everything is cov-
ered. Add the spinach (if using) and
stir gently. Sprinkle shredded moz-
zarella and Parmesan cheeses evenly
on top of the casserole. Transfer the
casserole to the preheated oven and
bake for 20-25 minutes, or until the
cheese is bubbly and golden brown.
Let the casserole rest for 5 minutes
before serving. Along with this I
would serve a very simple field green
salad with a light dressing to balance

the heaviness of the cream sauce.

Greek Orzo Chicken Soup

One classic way to fight a cold is
with avgolemono, a traditional
Greek soup. Its got plenty of lemon
juice so you can make sure you're
getting your vitamin C. It is also a
good sore throat soother that can
easily be prepped ahead and frozen.
Also high in protein using both egg

and chicken.

Ingredients

6 cups reduced-sodium chicken
broth

1 cup water

3/4 cup uncooked orzo

4 large eggs

1/4 cup lemon juice

4 cups shredded cooked chicken

Chopped fresh dill (if available)

Instructions: In a large saucepot,
combine the broth and water. Cover
and heat to a boil on high. Add the
orzo and cook until al dente accord-
ing to package directions, stirring
occasionally. Reduce heat to low.
Meanwhile, in a large bowl, beat the
eggs until smooth. Gradually whisk

in the lemon juice until incorporated.

Hm:hy Ridge Volunteer Fire Company
CEULITRY D@'E@.’:;IEELIIE{TE
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6 to 10 a.m.

Activities building - 11516 Motters Station Rd., Rocky Ridge
Orders must be placed by February 7
Plick up crders Fabreany 15 - B o 10 a.m.
For butchering orders call:
Helen 410-T75-2758 ~ Kelsoy 240-397-0351 - Cindy 301-471-2143
orf Paulette Z40-674-4944
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21 West Frederick Street, i gvib2 1wi@gmail.com

301-845-4229

Monday: 6:30-7:30 p.m. and Thursday: 1-3 p.m.

THE OLDE TOWNE

Slowly whisk ¥4 cup of the hot broth
into eggs to temper them. You dont
want scrambled egg soup. Gradu-
ally stir egg mixture into remaining
broth. Add the chicken. Cook 2-3
min., until thickened, stirring occa-
sionally. Season with salt and pepper
to taste. Serve with chopped dill.

Cranberry Crumble Bar
Clearly we can't have a February food
article without a valentines treat.
These cranberry cookie bars store
well in an airtight container for 4
days or you can freeze them (with-
out the glaze) and defrost at a later
time and add the glaze then. They are
a crumbly shortbread base with tart
cranberry, for when you need a break
from all the chocolate. They would
also be usable for thanksgiving or
Christmas too, a very versatile desert
Shortbread Crust ingredients
1 cup (226 g) unsalted butter,
room temperature
1/2 cup (100 g) granulated sugar
1/2 cup (100 g) light brown sugar,
packed
1 large egg, room temperature
2 tsp. vanilla
3 1/4 cups (405 g) all-purpose
flour, spooned and leveled
3/4 tsp. baking powder
1 tsp. cinnamon

1/4 tsp. kosher salt

Cranberry Filling ingredients

2 1/2 cups fresh or frozen cranber-
ries

2/3 cup (133 g) granulated sugar

1 tbs. cornstarch

1 tbs orange zest

1 tbs orange juice

1 tsp. vanilla

Vanilla Glaze ingredents

3/4 cup powdered sugar, sifted

4 tbs. whole milk or heavy cream
1/2 tsp. vanilla

Avgolemono (greek lemon chicken soup)

Instructions: In the bowl of a stand
mixer fitted with the paddle attach-
ment, cream together the butter and
sugars untl light and fluffy, about 3
minutes. Scrape down the sides of
the bowl. Add the egg and vanilla,
mixing to combine well. Scrape
down the sides of the bowl. In a sep-
arate bowl, whisk together the flour,
baking powder, cinnamon and salt.

Add the dry ingredients and mix
just until the dough starts to pull
away from the sides of the bowl. Do
not over mix. Set aside roughly 2
cups of the dough (loosely packed)
and reserve to use on the top of
the crumble. Press the shortbread
dough into an 8 x 8 baking pan
lined with parchment paper. Use
your hands or the flat side of a mea-
suring cup to press it evenly into the
corners of the pan.

Bake at 350°F for 15 minutes, or
until the edges are slightly golden
brown and the center is just set. Do
not over bake. Remove the pan from
the oven and allow the crust to cool
slightly while you make the cran-
berry filling. In a large bowl, mix
together the cranberries, sugar, corn-
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* Complete kitchen &
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Super Sale!
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0% Off

Our December
promotion was such a

starch, orange zest and juice and
vanilla.

Pour the cranberry mixture over
the pre-baked crust. Use your hands
to break up the remaining 2 cups
of shortbread dough into smaller,
flat pieces. Place them randomly on
top of the cranberry filling, leaving
space between them for the cranber-
ries to peak through. Bake for about
45 minutes, covering the top of the
pan with aluminum foil for the last
10 to 15 minutes of baking time
so that the crumble does not turn
too dark. Remove the bars from the
oven. Place the pan on a wire rack
and cool completely before adding
the vanilla glaze.

Vanilla Glaze - Whisk together
the powdered sugar, milk (or heavy
cream) and vanilla. The glaze should
be thin enough to run off a fork but
not so thin that its transparent. If the
glaze is too thick, add more milk. If
too thin, add more powdered sugar.
Dirizzle over the top of the bars once
cooled. Slice into squares.

10 read other Cooking articles, visit the
Authors section of Walkersville. net.
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ASTRONOMY

The night sky of February

Professor Wayne Wooten

For February, the waxing cres-

cent moon is two degrees to the
lower left of Venus, now near its great-
est brightess. This would be a good
evening to catch them together before
sunset, easily visible in daylight by 4
in the SW. The first quarter moon sits
five degrees north of Jupiter at sun-
set, almost directly overhead at sunset
for us. On February 9th, the waxing
gibbous moon makes a neat triangle
with bright red Mars and Pollux in
the Gemini. Farther north in Green-
land, observers can see an occulta-
tion, which of course hopefully many
of you observed last month on Jan-
uary 13. The Full Moon, the Hun-
ger Moon, rises at sunset on February
12th. The last quarter moon rises at
midnight on February 20th. The new
moon is February 27th.

Mercury is lost in the Sun’s glare this
month. Venus dominates the western
sky, but starts overtaking us and retro-
grading this month. She appears as a
bright crescent, growing larger in size
but less lit this month in small tele-
scopes. Mars is at its best. It was clos-
est to us in January, but now well up
in the NE at sunset and will reveal its
North Polar Cap and some dark lava
flows on its deserts with larger scopes,
high power, and good seeing. Jupiter
is also perfect for observing, almost
overhead at sunset, and its four large
moons and Great Red Spot visible in
telescopes. But Saturn, its rings almost
closed edge on, is lost in the glare of
the Sun all month. When it emerges
again in the dawn next month, we
will be seeing the dark underside of
the rings for the rest of 2025, and
most scopes will only show the disk of
the giant planet.

For a detailed map of northern
hemisphere skies, about January 31st,
visit the www.skymaps.com website
and download the map for Febru-
ary; it will have a more extensive cal-
endar, and list of best objects for the
naked eyes, binoculars, and scopes on

the back of the map. Also available is a

For years, we have been using photos taken from the Hubbell or
Webb Telescopes, but Professor Wooten sent us this photo of the
Rosette Nebula just to give us an idea what an amateur stargazer can do
when they pair new phones capable of taking high-resolution photos with
telescope stands equipped with tracking motors that allow a telescope to
remain focused on a given spot in the sky for an indefinite period.

video exploring the current sky, from
the HST site at: hetp://hubblesite.org/
explore_astronomy/tonights_sky/.
S&T has weekly highlights at: heep:/
www.skyandtelescope.com/observ-
ing/astronomy-podcasts/.

The constellation Cassiopeia makes
a striking W in the N'W. She contains
many nice star clusters for binocular
users in her outer arm of our Milky
Wiy, extending to the NE now.

Cassiopeias daughter, Andromeda,
starts with the NE corner star of Peg-
asus” Square, and goes NE with two
more bright stars in a row. It is from
the middle star, beta Andromeda,
that we proceed about a quarter the
way to the top star in the W of Cas-
siopeia, and look for a faint blur with
the naked eye. M-31, the Andromeda
Galaxy, is the most distant object visi-
ble with the naked eye, about 2.5 mil-
lion light years away.

Overhead is Andromedas hero,
Perseus. Between him and Cassiopeia
is the fine Double Cluster, faintly vis-
ible with the naked eye and two fine
binocular objects in the same field.
Perseus contains the famed edlips-
ing binary star Algol, where the
Arabs imagined the eye of the gorgon
Medusa would lie. It fades to a third
its normal brightness for six out of
every 70 hours, as a larger but cooler
orange giant covers about 80% of the

smaller but hotter and thus brighter
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companion as seen from Earth.

At Perseus’ feet for the famed Ple-
iades cluster; they lie about 400 light
years distant, and over 250 stars are
members of this fine group. East of
the seven sisters is the V of stars mark-
ing the face of Taurus the Bull, with
bright orange Aldebaran as his eye.
The V of stars is the Hyades clus-
ter, older than the blue Pleiades, but
about half their distance. Aldebaran
is not a member of this cluster, and
twice as close as it is.

Yellow Capella, a giant star the
same temperature and color as our
much smaller Sun, dominates the
ovethead sky. It is part of the pentagon
on stars making up Auriga, the Char-
ioteer (think Ben Hur). Several nice
binocular Messier open clusters are
found in the winter milky way here.
East of Auriga, the twins, Castor and
Pollux highlight the Gemini.

South of Gemini, Orion is the most
familiar winter constellation, dom-
inating the eastern sky at dusk. The
reddish supergiant Betelguese marks

his eastern shoulder, while blue-white
supergiant Rigel stands opposite on
his west knee. Just south of the belt,
hanging like a sword downward, is
M-42, the Great Nebula of Orion, an
outstanding binocular and telescopic
stellar nursery. The bright diamond of
four stars that light it up are the trape-
zium cluster, one of the finest sights in
a telescope. Just east of Betelguese is
the fine binocular cluster NGC 2244.
But the much fainter Rosette Nebula
that lies around the cluster shows up
nicely in this fine photo of it.

Look closely at this Valentines
Rose for you. The red of the petals
is colored by ionized hydrogen, or
an H II region. H I is just optically
invisible neutral hydrogen, which
can be mapped with radio telescope
at 21 cm wavelength. II indicates the
hydrogen atom is hot enough to ion-
ize, with its single electron kicked up
to higher energy orbitals. The partic-
ular red color is the emission line cre-
ated by the electron falling from the
third to the second excited state, and
is the same red color some of you
remember from last April 8th during
totality as the bright red prominences
extending over the limb of the totally
eclipsed sun! The energy to ionize this
gas comes from the hot young B class
stars, just born in the center. Such
clusters are forming from the inside
out, with the expanding gases also
rolling up the dark tendrils of carbon
dust you see well at the top of James
shot. As Carl Sagan noted, we are
made of such star stuff, ashes of stars!

In the east rise the hunters two
faithful companions, Canis major
and minor. Procyon is the bright star
in the litde dog, and rises before Sir-
ius, the brightest star in the sky. Sir-
ius dominates the SE sky by 8, and as

it rises, the turbulent winter air causes

it to sparkle with shafts of spectral fire.
Beautiful as the twinkling appears to
the naked eye, for astronomers this
means the image is blurry; only in
space can we truly see “clearly now”.
At 8 light years distance, Sirius is the
closest star we can easily see with the
naked eye from West Florida.

For a sense of stellar distances, con-
sider sunlight is eight minutes old by
the time it warms your face. So the
light from Sirius has taken the num-
ber of minutes in a year (cight min-
utes versus eight years), or 60 x 24
x 365.25 = 525,960 times; Sirius is
more than a half million times distant
than our Sun. While it is 21x more
luminous than our Sun in reality, no
wonder the Sun rules the day! And
Sirius is the closest star you can easily
see from here. Almost every thing you
see in the night sky must be millions
of times more distant from us than
our home star.

When Sirius is highest, along our
southern horizon look for the sec-
ond brightest star, Canopus, getting
just above the horizon and sparkling
like an exquisite diamond as the tur-
bulent winter air twists and turns this
shaft of starlight, after a trip of about
200 years!

To the northeast, a reminder that
spring is coming; look for the bowl of
the Big Dipper to rise, with the top
two stars, the pointers, giving you a
line to find Polaris, the Pole Star. But
if you take the pointers south, you are
guided instead to the head of Leo the
Lion rising in the east, looking much
like the profile of the famed Sphinx.
The bright star at the Lions heart is
Regulus, the “regal star”. Fitting for
our cosmic king of beasts, whose ris-
ing at the end of this month means
March indeed will be coming in “like

a lion”.

Farmers’ Almanac

“Late February days; and now, ar
last, might you have thought
That winters woe was past; so
Jair the sky was and so soft the air.
—William Morris (1834—1896)

Mid-Atlantic Weather Watch: Turn-
ing milder with occasional showers,
pethaps starting as freezing rain, then
turning dry, blustery and more season-
able (1, 2, 3, 4, 5); turning milder with
a rain/snow mix then turning blus-
tery with flurries; light snow accumu-
lation far west (6, 7, 8, 9, 10); another
round of rain, changing to snow then
colder, but turning dry (11, 12, 13, 14,
15); dry, then warmest weather of the
month followed by rain (16, 17, 18,
19, 20); more rain, then turning more
seasonable (21, 22, 23, 24, 25); season-
able and dry (28, 27, 28).

Severe Weather Watch: The Town
and Country Almanack sees no
severe weather activity in the month

of February.

Full Moon: Februarys Full Moon
will occur on February 12¢h. It is
called the Snow Moon, where the
snow was deepest, while many other
tribes called it Wolf Moon because
of all of the howling heard during
the month, which just happens to be

the middle of their breeding season!
And because there is such an extreme
scarcity of game to hunt everywhere
during this month, it was also aptly
referred to as Hunger Moon.

Special Notes: The famous “Punx-
sutawney Phil” makes his annual and
much-anticipated appearance on Sun-
day, February 2nd when he issues his
‘prediction’ of the coming of Spring! If
itis a sunny day and this litle Marmot
Monax sees his shadow; he will retreat
post haste underground, to remain
there for another 6 weeks of Winter!
If it is cloudy and he doesn’t get scared
by his own shadow;, Spring will come
early in 2025. The Christian Festival of
Lights, or Candlemas, is celebrated on
the 2nd as well. As part of a long ta-
dition, many churches would display
many more candles on this day during
their daily services. Not only did it
make the service a special one, but it
was also believed that the additional
light would provide protection from
illness and plague in the coming year.

Holidays: Valentine’s Day, February
14th, falls on Friday in 2025. Show
that special someone just how special
they are and how much you appreci-
ate them. The birthdays of Presidents
Abraham Lincoln (February 12th)

and George Washington (February
11%) are collectively celebrated on
Presidents Day, which falls on Mon-
day, February 17th, providing us with
an extended holiday weekend. Enjoy!

The Garden: Its time to turn the com-
post pile (if its not too frozen!). Plants that
may have been pushed out of the ground
by frost heave should be pressed firmly
back into place. Deciduous shrubs and
trees are still dormant enough o tans-
plant this month. Once the buds have
begun to swell, it will be to late. Con-
tinue feeding our feathered friends. You
will want them to stick around so they
will provide natural insect control when
the weather warms again.

The Farm: Best for planting root
crops (23, 24); Best for weeding and
stirring the soil (6, 7); best for planting
above-ground crops (1, 8, 9, 10) best
for harvesting all crops (21, 22); best
days to set hens and incubators (5, 6,
7,8,9,10,11,12, 13, 14,15, 16,17,
18,19, 20, 21); slaughter and butcher
meat (1, 2, 3, 4, 27, 28); transplant
(1, 2, 3, 4, 27, 28); harvest and store
grains (20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26);
wean animals (1, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25,
26,27,28).

J. Gruber’s Thought

For Today’s Living
“Never seck happiness at the
expense of another person.”
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WALKERSVILLE HIGH SCHOOL

What’s all the buzz about?

Celia Alspaugh
WHS Class of 2028

AEout 80% of New Year’s resolu-
ions are broken, forgotten, or dis-
regarded before February is even over.
Many lose their motivation quickly
after the thrill of a new year has faded.
Whether or not you have already aban-
doned your resolutions for this year, its
random facts like these that happen to
be a group of Walkersville High School
students’ forte. Carrying the dte of
reigning Frederick County Academic
Team Champions, this years team is
hard at work meeting every Tuesday
and Friday after school to test their
knowledge on things ranging from
pop culture and musical instruments
to mathematics and physics.

A popular club, the Academic
Team attracts a variety of high school
students to participate. One student
explained why she joined the team
stating, “Academic Team is really fun
because it teaches me about topics that
I wouldnt normally learn.” Each meet-
ing, the students begin with a warm-up
in order to wake up their brains and
dust off their shelves of encyclopedic
knowledge. Students are challenged
to dig deep into their volumes of aca-
demic and trivia facts, complex mathe-
matical formulas, famous Tom Hanks
movies. ... the list goes on.

Considering the large number of
participants, following the warm up,
the group of 52 students is split into
two separate sets. Each cluster of stu-
dents do the same things, just in dif-
ferent rooms to account for space.
After that, the batches are split into
even smaller groups, which will be the
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teams for the day. The three teams,
Blue, Red and Yorange (a color cre-
ated over a debate on whether the
buzzer was yellow or orange) are ran-
domized each week. Each team is
composed of an average of six stu-
dents. Four team members will take
their places behind their team’s respec-
tively colored buzzer while their other
teammates wait their turn.

And so begins the “Top Ten.” Teams
are given a category and have to guess
what may fit into the top ten. “Top
Ten” is something of a Family Feud sit-
uation. The teams are given a category,
for example, the top ten main sources
of income for agricultural farmers.
The first team to buzz in starts, trying
to guess as many of the items in the
top ten to gain points. Guesses could
indude things like corn, catde, or
wheat. When the current team guesses
an answer not in the top ten, the next
group to their left is given a chance to
guess. This continues undl all ten slots
are filled in on the whiteboard.

Directly after the Top Ten, teams
move forward into standard rounds.
Each round begins with someone intro-
ducing their team members, and then
thanking something,. For example, “We
would like to thank Mariah Carey” or
“We would like to thank Mrs. Boller's
holiday earrings.” Students thank any-
thing and everything under the sun,
and it is one of the litde quirks of the
Academic Team that make it a tight
knit, welcoming community. Then it
gets serious. The first round is the Light-
ning Round, which is made up of fast-
paced questions. Categories generally
have related answers. For example, all
answers will begin with the letter A, or

all answers will have the words ‘good’ or
‘bad’ in them.

As you can imagine, the Lightning
Round doesnt take very long. If a team
has extra members, those students will
then take seats behind buzzers to take
their turns. Teams are reintroduced
and new random things are thanked,
then the “Team Round” begins. Each
team is asked five questions, all from
the same categories like math, geogra-
phy, music, etc. If they get a question
right, a new point is added to their
score and if they guess wrong; they lose
points. After they are finished, the next
team begins.

Various other rounds are held each
practice match, each designed to chal-
lenge the participants. Topics can range
from mathematical questions, totopics
such as banned books, board games,
or popular movies. Their student-led
round allows an Academic Team mem-
ber to come up with their own topic
and questions for their peers. Student
Diego Tellez states, “[Academic Team
is] a thrilling, fast paced experience that
provides great opportunities for partic-
ipants. It grants participants who are
engaged to learn more the opportu-
nity to do so and to really thrive.” Not
only is the Academic Team a fun expe-
rience, but also it helps students learn
new things.

Though it can seem like stakes are
high for these students with their team
members relying on one another to win,
it never becomes a negative environ-
ment. As put by freshman participant
Eli Nutakor, they all “love the friendly
atmosphere” and know they are sur-
rounded by people who celebrate their
victories and accept their missteps.

—

L& I'e
Walkers

‘Their final match before the com-
petitive season began was their annual
alumni showdown. This match con-
sisted of not only students, but also
alumni and teachers. The bones of
the operation remained the same, but
with a few tweaks. For starters, to cel-
ebrate this special match the rounds
were held in the auditorium onstage.
Instead of holding a warm up round or
“Top Ten,” the members chose instead
to have the traditional snack of break-
fast cereal. Thats right, tables were
lined with sugary cereals and all types
of milk. After enjoying their snack, an
epic showdown commenced. Many
familiar faces were visible amongst the
teacher’s panel. Science teachers Erica
Carbone and Kate Boller, English
teachers Cynthia Kuske and John Van
Bloom, math teachers Collin Williams
and Jonathan Newman and coun-
selor Alec Parker took turns winning
points for the red team. The Lightning
Round consisted of rapidly delivered
questions about popular Christmas
movies. After tragically answering two
questions wrong, Carbone and Wil-
liams saved the day by getting three
right, pulling their team out of the neg-
atives. The teachers continued their
glorious win streak by going six for six
in the No-Buzzer Round. Their train
of success went off the rails when Wil-
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liams, a math teacher, got a mathe-
matical question wrong! Despite their
hiccups, the teachers still emerged vic-
torious when the dust settled.

To all those who enjoy Jeopardy,
trivia, or even just supporting the stu-
dents, the general public are invited to
watch Academic Team matches every
Friday night at 6pm. Matches are held
at Frederick High School. Bring fam-
ily and friends, see how many ques-
tions you may know the answers to,
and enjoy this mind-stimulating event.
Each “host” school is the team who
is off; so they help with the technical
work behind the scenes. Parent Kira
Froud has two children involved in the
Academic Team, and states that “Aca-
demic Team has been fun to watch. It
is impressive to see them show off their
depth of knowledge in such a variety of
subjects.” Coming to see matches can
be exciting for the viewers as well as the
students. To see the schedule, check
www.fcps.org/academics/sched-
ule for more information. There is no

out

admission required, and all are wel-
come. The championship round will
be held Friday, February 21st with a

theme of ‘Banned Books.” Hope to see
you there!

1o read other articles by Celia Alpaugh,
visit the Authors section of Welkersville. net.
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COMMUNITY NOTES

County Earns Three

AAA Bond Ratings

Frederick County has once again
earned AAA bond ratings from all
three major bond rating agencies,

County Executive Jessica Fitz-
water announced today. Fitch,
Moody’s, and Standard & Poor’s
each reaffirmed Frederick County
at the highest possible rating
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The Transition
Youth Council

based on the County’s exceptional
financial management and culture
of long-term planning.

“This achievement is a tes-
tament to Frederick County’s
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Rock Creek School
55B West Frederick St.
Walkerville, MD 21793

PRESENTED BY
FREDERICK COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Special Education Citizens
Advisory Committee
(SECAC)

Partners for
= Success

unwavering commitment to fis-
cal responsibility and sound
management of tax dollars,” said
County Executive Fitzwater. “We
can be proud that our AAA rat-
ings allow us to invest in schools
and other critical infrastructure
for our community.”

Frederick County remains one
of the few jurisdictions nation-
wide to earn AAA bond ratings
from all three rating agencies.
Similar to how a consumer’s high
credit score allows them to bor-
row money for loans or mort-
gages at lower interest rates, bond
ratings allow Frederick County
to pay lower interest rates on the
construction of schools, roads,
libraries, parks, and more.

Earlier this month, Fitzwa-
ter and key Frederick County
Government leaders met with
credit analysts from all three rat-
ing agencies in New York City
to review the County’s financial
reserve policies and fiscal man-
agement procedures to address
critical needs such as cybersecu-

rity and climate change.

In their reports, the rating
agencies  highlighted  Freder-
ick County’s “exceptional finan-
cial management” and noted
that “robust reserves” provide
for financial flexibility. Analysts
also commented that the County
benefits from a diverse local
economy with ongoing develop-
ment, particularly in the areas of
biotech and life sciences. Accord-
ing to the agencies’ reports, the
County’s healthy finances are
expected to remain stable on a
forward-looking basis.

Executive Fitzwater expressed her
appreciation to County employees
for their hard work in ensuring tax-
payer dollars are managed respon-
sibly. “Its the commitment and
expertise of our employees that
drive our success — they are our
greatest asset,” she said.

For additional information,
contact Division of Finance
Director Erin White at 301-600-
1193 or via e-mail at EWhite@
FrederickCountyMD.gov.
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to schedule an appointment.

Staley’s

Onsite Services
6830A Putman Rd, Thurmont

301-788-3636
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Septic tanks
should be pumped
every 3 - 5 years.
Call or email today

Family owned & operated since 1997

Reliable and
affordable trash service

Services offered:
*® Trash & recycling dumpster in any size capacity
(2, 4, 6 & 8 yds.) Any service frequency desired!
* 96 gallon toter service
® 15, 20 & 30 yard roll-off dumpsters
® Bulk collections

Get a free custom tailored quote
for what your business needs!

No hidden fees!
No extra yardage charges!
No multi-year agreements!
The best customer service
available in our industry!

www.jandjinctrashservice.com

301-898-2109 » 800-465-2350

Servicing Frederick, Montgomery, Carroll

- and Washington Counties
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HEALTH

Respect your body as you age!

Linda Stultz
Certified Fitness Trainer

ometimes | ask my clients what

they would like me to write about
in my Journal articles. One of my guys
said to write about how we can not do
as much as we use to as we get older
and explain how important it is to
respect those changes. I thought that
was a great idea so here we go!

Most people dont like to admit that
things they use to do years ago have
become a little more difficule. Maybe
we cant work as long as before, maybe
we cant lift as much as before, maybe
we just get tired sooner and more
often. That's normal and the sooner we
accept it the better for our body;, mind
and spirit. Slowing down can help your
body, of course, but it can also help
your mind and spirit. Your attitude can
affect how you react to any situation. If
you get down on yourself and feel bad
about yourself that will affect how your

feel both in body and mind. Keep your
spirits up and think positively about
what you have to do and the task will
be finished in not time. You will also
feel good about yourself and your abil-
ities. Always keep a positive thought,
even though I know that can be diffi-
cult at times.

Being positive keeps you happier,
healthier and makes the task at hand
go a litde easier. Negativity just adds to
frustration and feeling down on your-
self. Tm definitely not saying just give
up and dont do anything, You know
thats not possible and not good for
you. I'm just saying slow down a litdle,
pace yourself and dont get frustrated.
When we are younger and work all
day;, then come home and cook, clean,
take care of the kids, the lawn and
whatever the day throws at us, we just
keep going. That's great and go for it as
long as you can but when you start to
see yourself becoming tired, just slow

down. You'll sl get it all finished just

New &
Used Tires

0il Changes

CAT.
B

. Auto Repair

443-937-6014

c/llﬂfﬁm

Truck and Trailer Repairs
Heavy Equipment Repairs
Tl Aluminum and Steel Welding
Hydraulic Repairs

41 0-982-3660

1060 FSK Highway, Keymar

Truck &

Truck
Trailer
Pickup

S Cawmsn

Timber Ridge Apartments, Inc.
& Ridge Residences, Inc.

Difering Studio, 1 and 2 Bedroom Aps

A (,EP'TL\ o APPLIC viTH’L\ 5

* Rental Assistance = Utility Allowance = Maintenance FREE

#Laundry Facilities =Commmunity Center = Park-like Sefting
» Individual AC & Heating Units « Wall-to-Wall Carpeting
# (n-Site Parking = Local Bus Transpostation = Activities

ments

AFFORDABLE SENIOR LIVING
CONVENINETLY LOCATED IN

WESTMINSTER FOR LOW INCOME
SENIORS 62+*

=

For information or (o request an applicatiom,
Call 410-876-2550
or 410-876-5200

Weekdays 8:00am-4:00pm
*INCOME LIMITS APPLY

&

maybe not in one day.

Eating healthy, exercise and being
mindful of your body are the best
ways to keep living your best life. Just
because you see minor changes doesnt
mean your not living your best life. It
just means life is changing and you
need to change with it. I dont want
anyone to read this and think, oh well,
I dont need to do much anymore.
On the contrary, I want you to think,
how can I appreciate the things that
are changing and incorporate ways to
complete the daily task at hand while
still respecting and taking care of my
body; mind and soul.

Its a new year and a great time to fig-
ure out what has changed with youand
how you are can keep the strength and

willpower you have and improve on
anything you may notice is becoming
more challenging. One thing I want
people to realize is I'm not saying dont
do anything, I am saying keep exercis-
ing and going as strong as you can just
dont push yourself too far and overdo
it causing injury or permanent harm.
Asking for help from your fam-
ily, neighbors, friends or whoever is
not a sign of weakness, its a sign of
intelligence and acceptance. Some-
times moving furniture or other heavy
objects may have been easy for you
before but having someone to help
with that big sofa only makes sense.
Actually, it made sense before because
it's easier with the more help you have,
you just didn't want to admit it before.
I want everyone to realize that as we

age things change and admitting and

realizing that is better for our health.
Keep exercising, eating healthy and
taking time for yourself. Start exercis-
ing, eating healthy and taking time for
yourself if you have not been doing
that. No one likes getting older and
the changes that come with aging but
the sooner you realize and incorporate
them in your life the better your qual-
ity of life will be. Over exertion and
pushing yourself can cause injury that
may affect you for the rest of your life.
Strength and conditioning and adapt-
ing to challenging yourself but not
overdoing it will add to the quality of
life for you for years to come.

My motto has always been, keep
moving you'll be glad you did. I'm just
saying moderate the speed at which you
are moving to respect what your body is
telling you now and in the future.
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Catoctin Dental

Meil H. Feldman, DDS, FAGD

Convenient, comfortable and
exceptional care for the whole family!

Preventive Care = Implants = Root Canals = Fillings * Crowns * Bridges
Extractions * Cleaning and Periodontal Care = Clear Aligner Ortho * Dentures

1 New smiles always welcome!

10 Water Street, Thurmont

(301) 271-2811

CatoctinDental.com

Choose the Right Level
of Care This Winter

Save time. Save money. Feel better.

Knowing where to turn for care makes all the difference when winter hits.
Our team is here to ensure you get the right care, right when you need it.

£

wait a day.”

Schedule an appointment
with your Primary Care
provider.

For preventive care and non-urgent needs.

240-215-6310

frederickhealth.org/PrimaryCare

being home.”

Start your Urgent Care

Virtual Visit.

Connect online with a Frederick Health

provider in an hour or less.

Learn more

frederickhealth.org/UrgentCare

Use this guide to choose the right level of care. When in doubt, call 911.
Learn more | frederickhealth.org/GetCare

"] need medical
care, but it can

“| need care today, but
® it's not an emergency—
= | want the comfort of
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"1 need medical
care today, but it's
not an emergency.’

”1 need medical
care now for
a serious issue.

Walk into one of our
Urgent Care locations.

Same-day care when your primary
provider is unavailable.

240-566-7000
frederickhealth.org/UrgentCare

Call 911 or visit the

nearest emergency rooim.

24/7 care for life-threatening

or potentially disabling conditions.

Learn more

frederickhealth.org/EmergencyCare
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Children’s World Early
Learning Centers

Give your child the best beginning
in the new school year!

v Year-round child care 4
Pre-school ages 5 - 12 years

Before & after school care
with transportation!

Child care scholarships/vouchers
readily accepted!

Guarantee your

Spot now...

Enroll & get

PRl e | | week free! '
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.- Fri. _
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CHILDREN’S WORLD
EARLY LEARNING CENTERS

8402 Discovery Blvd., 419 Burck St.,
Walkersville Frederick
301-845-4984 301-662-3004 . g

Ages 18 months - 12 years

or email
LEARNING TREE EARLY LEARNING CENTERS E :
607 East D St., Before & After School Program earlylearning4@verizon.net
Brunswick of Brunswick Elementary, Visit our website at

301-834-7577 Brunswick
Ages 2 - 5 years 301-834-7577
Ages 5 - 12 years

www.luvyourkids.net
You’ll love our rates!




